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Various Subjes of Natural Hiftory, wherein are delineated Birds, 
Animals, and many curious Plants. By F. Miller. Six Num- 
‘bers, at il. 1s. each, containing Six coloured Plates. Large 


Folio. Sewell. 


“MES large and very beautiful prints are defigned as a 

fupplement to the author’s botanical work; and we 
equally admire the ftrength and fpirit of the attitudes, the 
{plendid colouring, and the judicious choice of the different 
fubjeéts. We regret only, that from the great care and at- 
tention employed in the execution, they muft be neceflarily 
beyond the reach of many ardent votaries of the fcience 
which they fo ftrikingly illuftrate. Six Numbers have only 
yet appeared ; and we fhall enumerate the fubjeéts of each. 

The firft plate contains the loxia orix, a new fpecies, firft 
defcribed in one of the Mantiffe of Linnzus, 527; and a 
{pecies of antholyza, the a. cunonia. 

Another fpecies of loxia, the 1. coronata, and a very ele- 
gant one of the fplendid genus alftroemeria, viz. the a. ligta. 
‘The a. pelegrina was admitted into the palaces of the Pery- 
vian kings, while the other ornaments were golden imitations 
of different vegetables *. It is now well known in our hot- 
‘houfes. The loxia longicauda, and the gnaphalium eximiim, 
from the vegetable kingdom, are the fubjeéts delineated in the 
third table. In the fourth, the colouring in the copy before 
us is not laid on with the minute exaétnefs which. diftinguithes 
it in the other plates. Its fubje¢ts are the pfittacus atricapil- 
lus, and the chelone penftemon. Jn this table, as well-as in 
moft of the others,: where a flower is delineated, the different 
parts are feparatelyengraved ; and, if neceflary, magnified, 

In the fifth are‘te pfittacus aurantius, and the illicium 
floridanum: in the-fixth, the upupa promerops, though it is 
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doubtful whether the fpecimen be not a new fpecies ; with the 
eryngium alpinum. 

In the feventh table is a reprefentation of one of the moft 
fpiendid plants which the new difcovered iflands of the Pacific 
Qcean yield. Its leaf and habit refemble the magnolia, its 
flower is very different. Mr. Forfter has called it the Barring 
tonia f{peciofa, Itis found alfo on the eaftern coafts of India. 
The next table prefents us with the ampelis Carolinenfis, and 
a new plant, the amaryllis crifpa: the ninth, with a new 
plant from Aithiopia, the antholyza AXihiopica. ‘The tenth 
is the Canadian elk, the cervus alces of Linneus. The 
eleventh, the lacerta chamelion, with its long tongue which 
entangles flies, ‘The twelfth, the larus albus from the ar&ic 
regions: and the thirteenth, the lemur murinus from Mada- 
gafcar, in its waking, and fingular fleeping itate. 

The fourteenth table contains an accurate and fplendid re- 
prefentation of the cafuary: the next, the male and female 
mufcicapa friata, from, Hudfon’s Bay; and the ampelis cri- 
ftata, from America. The fixteenth contains a very beautiful 
bird, the Columba coronota, from the Cape of Good Hope : 
and the two following, two fpecies of Falcon, from Tierra del 
Fuego and Greenland. In the nineteenth, is by much the 
beit reprefentation of the hyena that we have feen; anda 
coloured print of the black wolf, from Hudfon’s-bay. The 
viverra tetradattvla, from the extremes of Africa, is the only 
ornament of the twentieth plate; but in the twenty-firft, are 
three little birds from North America, the pores Hudfonicus, 
the fringe!la Hiudfonica, and the emberiza leucophrys. In the 
twenty-iecond is a bird of the heron kind, which, from the 
fhape of its bill, we have called the fpoon-bill, the platalea 
Jeacorodia of Linnzus, remarkable for building its neft in 
trees. in the twenty-third and thirty-fourth tables, are two 
fpecies of penguin, the aptenodytes Patagonica and Magela- 
nica. Thefe birds recal ftrongly fir John Narborough’s de- 
fcription. He fays they appear like children, with bibs pinned 
before them. This appropriated language, from ftrong firft 
impreffions, is often highly valuable; and its expreflive brevity 
is equally firgcing, in a groupe of thefe animals, in the tail- 
piece. 

The twenty-fourth plate exhibits the cuculus indicator, from 
the Cape of Good Hope, the little bird which condués the 
traveller to the hoarded treafure of the induftrious bee, by 
firt attracting his notice, and then hovering.over the fpot with 


expreiiiv e cries. It cannot obtain-the honey by its own efforts, 


and is therefore contented to fhare the plinder with a more 
powerful ally. Thefe birds are often highly“ufeful in fuch un- 
i fre- 
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frequented deferts, as they furnifh a palatable addition to the 
flender diet of the traveller. In the fame plate is a print of 
the fringilla cyanocapilla from Senegal. 

The twenty-fifth plate fhews the brucea antidyfenterica, a 
fpecies of a new genus from Africa, ufed by the natives as a 
{pecific againft the dyfentery. The next is a new fpecies of 
teftudo called fulcata, from the Weft Indies ; the fhell is beau- 
tifully variegated: and the following objed i is the Chinefe 
wild man. We recommend the animal to the attention of 
lord Monboddo ; but, if we can truft general habits and ap- 
pearances, it is of the monkey race. Its arms, particularly, 
reach far below its knees: it is, however, claffed by our au- 
thor under the genus HOMo. 

The twenty-eighth plate reprefents that fpecies of falcon, 
fo ufeful at the Cape of Good Hope, called ferpentarius, 
from its feeding on ferpents The following plate exhibits a 
new fpecies of pfittacus, called, from its native haunts, Gui- 
nienfis. T'wo birds from India, and one from South America, 
fill the twenty-ninth plate. The firft is a new {pecies of the 
minute trochilus, from its voracity called gularis. The fecond 
is a new fpecies of fringilla, called torquata; and the laf, 
which is alfo new, is the motacilla gularis. 

The jerboa Capenfis, from the extremity of Africa, is a new 
genus of the fourth clafs of Linnzus. It is a beautiful ani- 
mal, the infides of whofe ears are of a vivid pink colour. ‘The 
next object is a new f{pecigs of lemur, the 1. bicolor ; and the 
next a new one of the otis; the firit is from South America, 
and the fecond from India. The two laft plates of the &xth 
Number reprefent two new fpecies of ardea, from South Ame- 
rica, the a. nevia and torquata. 

_ We have thus given a fhort defcription of the different fubs 
jets in this work, with a few remarks to point out their na- 
ture. It will be readily obferved, that the fpecies delineated 
are generally new, and frequently important. When they 
were before known, thofe chiefly are felected, which had not 
been hitherto engraven with fufficient accuracy. It will be 
obvious, that if the fame care be employed in the progrefs of 
the work, it will become very valuable ; and the coit, though 
great, be repaid with confiderable information. At prefent, 
from the number of African animals, it is an ufeful addition 
to Sparrmann’s Voyage ; and we fufpect, in the profecution’ 
of it, that it will no lefs affift the different narrations of cap- 
tain Cook. At the fame time, it will be a monument of {kill 
and | knowledge, of which an Englifhman may be juftly proud 
becaufe it is the work of his countryman, becaufe it is yet un- 
sivalled, and probably will remain without an equal. 

Gz A Bio 
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A Biographical Di&ionary, containing-an hifforical Account of all 
the Engravers, from the earlieft Period of the Art of Engrav- 
ing io the prefent Time; and a fhort Lift of their moft efteemed 
Works. With the Cyphers, Monograms, and particular Marks, 
ufed by each Mafter, accurately copied from the Originals, and 
properly :xplained. To which is prefixed, An Effay on the Rife 
and Progrefs of the Art of Engraving, both on Copper and on 
Wood. With feveral curious Specimens of the Performances of 
the moft ancient Mafters. By Fofeph Strutt. Vol. I. to. 
1/, 15. in Boards. Faulder, 


]N England, the art of engraving is much cultivated, and its 

artifts now excel thofe of every other country ; yet we have 
ftill wanted a fatisfactory account of the engravers, or their 
works, in the English language. 


‘ In France (we are informed) the example has been fet us 
by Bafon, who, with the affiftance of the notes of M. Mariette, 
has given us a regular account of upwards of a thoufand artifts. 
It is a very ingenious compilation, and, as far as it goes, ex- 
ceedingly ufeful. The defcriptions which he gives of the 
prints belonging to each artift are very accurate, and the obfer- 
vations which occur, are no {mall proofs of the folidity of his 
judgment; but he has generally omitted to inform us of the 
ftyle or manner in which they are worked : neither has he given 
us the marks or monograms, which they often fubflituted in- 
ftead of their names; and thefe omiffions render his work 
much lefs valuable than it would otherwife have been, becaufe 
it affords us but little afiftance in diftinguifhing the works of 
one mafter from thofe of another of the fame name, or who 
might ufe the fame mark. 

‘ The other foreign pmeniney upon the fubject, though 
very multifarious, are, neverthelefs, exceedingly defective ; 
few of them {peak of the art of engraving abitratedly ; and 
the greater. part of them are little more than unfatisfactory Ca- 
talogues of the names of the artilts, or lifts of their works, 
without any proper defcription. If profeflor Chrift had paida 
fuilicient attention to this particular, his Didlionary of Mono- 
grams would have afforded infinitely more affiftance in diftin- 
guifhing the works of the old matters, the one from the other ; 
though it is confefledly, as it tands, a very defirable perform- 
ance. In Englith, we have Evelyn’s Sculptura; a fmall book 
entitled Sculptura Hiftorico-Technica, compiled originally by 
the elder Faithorne ; and the Series of Engravers, publifhed at 
Cambridge: thefe, excepting catalogues of particular matters 
works, are all the books I can recollect of any confequence, in 
which the artifts are generally fpoken of (for Virtue’s Cata- 
logue of the Engravers, publifhed by the hon. Mr. Walpole, 
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is confined to the Englith fchool only ; and that they are very 
defective, a fmall degree of examination will abundantly prove. 
I need not fay how expenfive it would be to purchafe aJl the 
publications, which bear any reference to the art’of engraving ; 
but I fear, the information to be gained, from the far greater 
part of them, would be neither adequate to the coft, nor the 
itnudy which muft neceffarily be beftowed upon them.’ 


The title of the work fufficiently explains its form, which 
is well adapted to the author’s defign. A fyitem of the art 
might have been {fcientifically arranged ; but the lives of the 
artifts require no fuch fetters, and they would leffen the utility 
of a work of this kind, which is rather to be referred to than 
read. A chronological table is, however, intended to be placed 
at the end of the fecond volume, with a lift-of the difciples 
of each mafter. 


‘ Nearly three thoufand names are intluded in the narrow 
limits of this work; the lives of the artifts muft, of courfe, be 
drawn up in as fhort a compafs as poffible. Iam well aware of 
the drynefs of a mere Dictionary hittory, as alfo of the frequent 
repetitions which muit neceffarily occur; and | have endea- 
voured to compenfate for thefe defeéts, by a diligent attention 
to truth: at the fame time, whenever I could meet with an in- 
terefting anecdote to enliven the performance, I have gladly 
inferted it. But fo many of the engravers lived and died in 
obfcurity, that little, very little matter of amufement, exclu- 
five of the arts, can be gathered from the barren foil. Thefe 
unfavourable circumftances will not, I nope, be placed to my 
account, even when it appears, that | have chofen rather to 
leave the fubjeét naked as it is, than to adorn it in a more 
pleafing manner, at the expence of veracity. 

‘ With refped& to the general character cf each artift, I have 
written as an engraver, and endeavoured, as clearly as poflible, 
to point out the fiyle in which he worked, and wherein his 
great excellence confifted ; and upwards of twenty years expe- 
rience may, perhaps, plead a little in favour of my judgment. 
} have conitantly, however, endeavoured to deliver my fenti- 
ments in the moft impartial manner: and if J am in any in- 
itance thought to {peak too highly in favour of the artift, Lnope 
to claim fome {mall fhare of indulgence, becaufe | conftantly 
{peak as | feel, and never prefume to give my opinion pofitive- 
ly, without adding the reafons upon which it is grounded,’ 

So far as this work has gone, the judicious author has ful- 
filled his promifes ; and we receive it with more pleafure, fince 
we are very fenfible of the dificulties which muft have attended 
the executign. ‘The feveral engravers, in this volume, appear 
to us very accurately characterized ; and where their lite has 
admitted of introducing any entertaining circumftances, out 
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of the line of their profeffion, they have been properly in- 


ferted. As a fpecimen of this kind, we fhall tranfcribe the 
Life of John Blagrave. 


¢ John Blagrave, born Died, 1611. An excellent ma- 
thematician. -He was the fecond fon of John Blagrave, of Bul- 
marfh-Court, in the county of Berkfhire. The former part of 
his education he received at Reading, from whence he removed 
to St. John’s college, Oxford. When he quitted the univerfity, 
where he did not long refide, he retired to Southcote-Lodge, 
and devoted his time to itudy, his genius chiefly leading him to 
the fcience of mathematics. He alfo reduced his ftudies to 
practice, and gave to the public the fruit of his labours. He 
was a man of a benevolent difpofition; and his judicious cha- 
rities are ftill remembered at Reading with gratitude. One 
efpecially 1§ too fingular to be omitted in this place. Annually, 
on Good F riday, he appointed the church-wardens of the feve- 
ral parithes in that town, to choofe three maidens of fair cha- 
racter, each of which had lived three years in her place, and 
to bring them to the town-hall, where, before the mayor and 
aldermen, they caft dice; and fhe who is fo fortunate as to 
throw the higheft number, is prefented with a purfe cont taining 
ten pougds, and attended by the other two maidens who loit 
the cait. ‘The yerr following, the maidens, who.loft the cait 
the year before, come again, with a third added to them, and 
throw again. But if any one is fo unjortunate as to lofe three 
throws, fhe cannot caft a fourth time, but is excluded from the 
benefit of the charity. Mr. Athmole, who gives a full account 
of this cuftom, adds: ‘ it is lucky money ; for I never heard, 
but that the maid that had the ten pounds fuddenly gota good 
hufband.”” Mr, Blagrave died at his houfe near Reading, Au- 
guift 9, 1611, and was interred, near his mother, in the church 
of St. Lawrence, in that town. His principal works are the 
following : a Treatife on the making and ufing the Familiar 
Staff. The Aftrolabium Uranicum generale. The Art of Di- 
alling, and the Mathematical Jewel. This Jatt 1s his greatelt 
and moit efteemed pesformance. It was printed in 1585, at 
London, with this note in the frontifpiece ; ‘* By John Bla- 
grave of Reading, gentleman, and well-willer to the mathe- 
matics, who hath cut all the prints or pictures of the whole 
with his own hands.” They are wooden cuts, and neatly exe- 
cuted. Where he has not put his name at length, it is thus 
abreviated, ** J. Blag. {culp.”’ 


As a fpecimen of his characters of the ftyle of engravers, 


we fhall fele&t the following account of that of Cornelius 
Bloemart. 


* ‘T he manner of engraving, adopted by this excellent artift, 
appears to me to be not only quiie original, but the fource from 


which 
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which we may trace that flyle, in which the greateft and bett 
French matters excelled : thofe I mean, who worked with the 
graver only. He covered the lights upon his diftances, and 
the other parts of his plates, which required tinting, with great 
care. The lights, whether on the diftant hills, trees, bitild- 
ings, or figures, in the engravings prior to his time, had been 
Jeft quite clear, and by fo many white {pots fcattered, in va- 
rious parts of the fame defign, the ha armony was deftroy ed, the 
fubje&t confafed, and the principal figures prevented from re- 
lieving with any ftriking effect. By this judicious improve- 
ment, Bioemart gave to his prints a more clear and finifhed ap- 
pearance, than all the Jaboured neatnefs even of Jerom Wierix 
had been able to produce. 

* He drew correAly ; but from his ftyle of engraving, which 
is executed entirely with the graver, the extremities of his fi- 
gures are heavy; and his heads are not always-equally beautiful 
or expreffive. With refpect to the mechanical part of the 
works, few indeed have excelled him, either in clearnefs or 
freedom of execution. His great fault, however, is want of 
variety. The naked parts of his figures, the draperies, and 
the back-grouad, are equally neat, and engraved precifely in 
the fame manner. Hence the effect is flat, and the fleth, for 
want of fufficient diitinétion, appears cold and filvery. His 
works are jutily held in high eitimation.’ 

Tn other parts, he inferts ufeful cautions to colleftors, which 


may be attended to with advantage. Speaking of the works 
of Scheltius a Bolfwert, he obferves, 


‘ It is very neceffary to caution the collectors of this mafter’s 
works (thofe efpecially who are not very converfant with them), 
that many of them have been copied in a very careful manner, fo 
as eafily to deceive the unfki Iful. Some of thefe copies, as the 
Marriage of the Virgin, from Rubens, &c. are by Lawers. 
But thoie which are mott likely to miflead are by Ragot, a 
French engraver, emp! loyed by Mariette the print-feller, who 
frequently meeting with the reverfes or counter-proofs, from 

the prints of Boliwert, gave them to the engraver; and he 
imitated them with the utmoft precifion. By this means the 
impreflions from the plate copied come upon the paper the fame 
way with the original. It is true, his name is ufually affixed at 
the bottem ; but it is often cut off, and then the copy is not 
eal ly a i4li inguithed from the originale Among other prints 
thus imitated by Ragot from Bolfwert, is Chriit crucified be- 
tween the two thieves; where the foldier is repreiented pierc- 
ing his fide, from Rubens.’ 


At the end of the volume is a very full colle&tion of en- 
gravers marks and monograms, with an Hiiay on the Art of 
Engraving, and fome obfervations on the fubje€t, by another 
G 4 hand. 








$8 Philofophical Tranfacdions. Vol. LXXV. Part I. 


hand. We entirely agree in this ingenious author’s opinion, 
that of all the imitative arts, engraving is moft applicable to 
general ufe. Prints, from the facility with which they are 
multiplied, have a great advantage over paintings. Many of 
the beft paintings of the early mafters have been executed on 
walls, or depofited in damp unfrequented buildings ; while a 
print, with common care, paffes unhurt from one colleétion 
to another. -—In England, where capital performances of the 
ancient mafters are very {carce, we are much indebted to prints 
for giving us proper ideas refpecting their merits. As far as 
defign, compofition, and drawing, are concerned, a print is 
equally eflimable with a picture ; and if the painter was a bad 
colourift, as was the cafe with Peter Tefta, the print gives 
him a reputation, which, on account of that defect, he never 
would have acquired from the picture. ‘ What printing has 
been with refpeSt to general {cience, engraving has been to 
‘the arts; and the works of the old Italian matters will be in- 
debted to engraving for that perpetuity which the invention 
of printing has fecured to the Jerufalem of Taffo, and the 
tragedies of Shakfpeare and Corneille.’ 

Mr. Strutt very accurately examines the different evidences 
in favour of Italy and Germany, in refpe& to the invention 
of engraving plates for imprefiions, and concludes that there 
3s the greateft reafon to believe, that the art was practifed in 
Germany before it reached Italy. It did not appear in Italy 
before the year 1460; while it may, with the greateft juftice, 
be placed ten years earlicr among the Germans. The author 
is of opinion, that the art was prattifed in its infancy, in our 
own country, of which he produces a {pecimen, together with 
feveral other plates, either originals, or copies from the oldeft 
matters. 

This volume finifhes with the letter G, and abounds with 
information, fuperior to any work we have feen on the fame 
fubje&t. We hope that the author will complete his defign, 
fo foon as the great attention and care, neceflary for the pur- 
pofe, will permit. In the profecution of it, we would advife 
him to write aqua tinta, initead of aqua tinte, which is a vul- 
garifm much beneath a writer of his rank, 





Philofophical Tranfa&ions of the Royal Society of London. Vel. 
LXXV. For the Year 1785. Part I. (Concluded, from p. 59.) 


ph Rocke XI, Obfervations and Experiments on the Light of 
Bodies in a State of Combuftion. By the Rev. Mr. 
Morgan,—The experiments and conclufions of Mr. Morgan 


are 
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are very ingenious. As it feems now to be generally acknow- 
ledged, that light is a body, confifting of different parts, ca- 
pable of becoming a component part of other bodies, and of 
being feparated by a fuperior attration, Mr. Morgan examines 
the phenomena of combuftion, to afcertain the manner of its 
feparation. It appears, from this enquiry, that the moft re- 
frangible rays are decompofed with the leaft heat, and the 
leaft refrangible only with a greater; but befides the mere 
power of heat, there are other modes of retarding or accele- 
rating the combuftion of bodies. 


‘1. Acandle burns moft rapidly and brilliantly in dephlo- 
gilticated air, 

‘2. The blue column of a fulphureous flame in pure air is 
changed into a dazzling white. 

‘3. The flame of inflammable air, when mixed with nitrous 
air, is green. It is white ftrongly tinged with the indigo and 
violet when mixed with common air; but when mixed with de- 
phiogifticated air, or furrounded by it, the brilliancy of its 
flame is moit fingularly beautiful. 

‘If the preceding facts prove that light, as an heterogeneous 
body, is gradually decompofed during combuftion; if they 
prove, likewife, that the indigo rays efcape with the leaft heat, 
and the red with the greateft ; | think we may rationally account 
for feveral fingularities in the colours of different flames. If a 
piece of paper, impregnated with a folution of copper in the 
nitrous acid, be fet on fire, the bottom and fides of the flame 
are always tinged with green. Now this flame is evidently in 
that weak ftate of decompofition, in which the moft refrangible 
rays efcape in the greateit abundance; but of thefe rays the 
green efcaped moft plentifully through the unignited vapour, 
and that portion of the atmofphere which feparates the eye from 
the flame. The peculiarity which I have now endeavoured to 
account for may be obferved in the greateit perfection in brafs 
founderies. ‘Ihe heat in this inftance, though very ftrong, is 
{carcely adequate to the decompofition of the metallic vapour 
which efcapes from the melted brafs. A very fingular flame, 
therefore, appears to the eye; ior while its edges are green, 
its body is fuch as to give the objects around a very pallid or 
ghaitly appearance, which is the confequence of its wanting 
that portion of red rays which is neceflary to make a perfect 
white.’ 

Many other fingularities, in the appearance of flame, are 
examined and explained on the fame foundation, with equal 
ingenuity. 

The appearances of electric light next claim Mr. Morgan’s 
attention. Every fluid or folid body may be made luminous 
by the paffage of electric light; but the difficulty of making 
any 





90 }©=—- Philofophical Tranfafions. Vol. LXXK. Part I.. 


any body luminous is greater, the more powerful that body is 
as a conductor, or the more its denfity is increafed. | Again, 
the brilliancy and fplendour of the eleétric fluid, in its paffage 
through any body, are increafed by leflening the dimenfions 
of that body ; and the influence of different media, on elec- 
tric light, is analogous to their influence on folar ight. Thefe 
feveral pofitions are elucidated by decifive experiments. The 
conclufions from them are equally ingenious; but they would 
not be eafily intelligible without the experiments, fo that we 
muft refer to the volume. 

In the obfervations on phofphoric light, Mr. Morgan cbjeé&s 
to Mr. Wilfon’s opinion, that it proceeds from a flow com- 
buftion ; and, with more reafon attributes it to the light of 
the fun not being immediately refle€ted, but to its being re-_ 
tained with fome force, though not actually abforbed. In faa, 
the phofphoric light is nearly in the fame flate with heat, 
which, when added to a body, and not combined with it as a 
component part, gradually efcapes. As fome bodies receive 
heat by expofure to it, into their compofition, without allow- 
ing it to efcape, fo fome metallic calces are changed in con- 
fequence of expofure to light. Again, phofphoric light is 
fometimes feparated by heat, but not attended with any ad- 
ditional heat; and, in this cafe, we approach more nearly to 
Mr, Wilfon’s opinion of its being a mode of combuftion. But 
we muft not indulge ourfelves too much in thefe reflections. 

Art. XII, On the Conftruction of the Heavens. By Wil- 
liam Herfchel, Efg. F. R.S.—The magnitude of the objeéis, 
the vaft diflance, and amazing extent of the fields of view, 
mentioned in this paper, fill the mind with ideas fo immenfe, 
that it is lofi in the contemplation; and, when we endeavour 
to purfue them in imagination, we often lofe fight of the 
whole. We have frequently experienced this obfcurity in re- 
viewing Mr. Herfchel’s refearches : we now feel it with addi- 
tional force ; fo that we fear our account of this paper will 
appear imperfeét and obfcure. We cannot enter on it at any 
length ; for then our article muft equal the original. 

A reader of Mr. Herfchel’s works muft poffefs a lively ima- 
gination, and a clear ready comprehenfion: he muft forget 
his former ideas of fixed ftars being fcattered in parallel planes; 
and muft learn to conceive as many different inclinations of 
them, as there are varieties of nebulz or fyftems. 

At page eighteenth ofthe laft volume, we gave fome ac- 
count of the author’s firf paper on this fubjet. He now purfues 
his former.reafoning. The'groups, he fuppofes, may be formed 
by the laws of attraction: if: we. originally fuppofe the ftars 
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Philofophical Tranfa@ions. Vole LXXV. Part 1. 9! 


fcattered regularly, fome larger ftar will attra& the neigh- 
bouring fmaller ones, and their united power will contribute 
to increafe the number ; fo that diftinét nebulz will be formed, 
each of which will comprehend a great number of ftars, The 
nebulz will be varied in form, from the fize of the ftars, their 
original vicinity, and other circumftances ; and, when thefe 
become numerous, vacant fpaces will confequently be left. 
This theoretical view is very confonant to what really ap- 
pears; and the agreement is fo ftriking, that it muft be very 
near the truth. In this theory, Mr. Herfchel confiders a pro- 
jeQtile force as originally imprefied on thefe bodies, to avoid 
the objection, that if this account were true, we know of no 
power which could impede their falling into each other. We 
fee afterwards reafon to think, that this fometimes happens. 
If we fuppofe the diftance of a far of the firft mapnitade to 
be unity, one of the fecond as at twice the diflance, and fo 
on to the feventh, the fmalleft ftar that we can, even, with 
common affiftance, perceive, 


« —I[t follows, that an obferver, who is inclofed in a globular 
clufter of ftars, and not far from the center, will never be able, 
with the naked eye, to fee to the end of it: for, fince, accord- 
ing to the above’eftimations, he can only extend his view to 
about feven times the’ diftance of Sirius, it cannot be expected 
that his eyes fhould reach the borders of a cluiter which has 
perhaps not lefs than fifty ftars in depth every where around 
him. The whole univerfe, therefore, to him will be comprifed 
in a fet of conftellations, richly ornamented with {cattered ftars 
of all fizes. Or if the united brightnefs of a neighbourin 
clufter of ftars fhould, in a remarkable clear night, reach his. 
fight, it will put on the appearance of a f{mall, faint, whitith 
nebulous cloud, not to be perceived without the greateit atten- 
tion. To pafs by other fituations, let him be placed in a much 
extended ftratum, or branching cluifter of millions of ftars, fuch 
as may fall under the third form of nebula. Here alfo the hea 
vens will not only be richly {cattered over with brilliant con- 
ftellations, but a fhining zone or milky way will be perceived 
to furround the whole {phere of the heavens, owing to the com- 
bined light of thofe ftars which are too fmall, that is too re- 
mote to be feen. Our obferver’s fight will be fo confined, that 
he will imagine this fingle colleCtion of ftars, of which he does 
not even perceive the thoufandth part, to be the whole con- 
tents of the heavens.’ 


All this very nearly agrees with actual obfervations: the 
different kinds of nebul are obferved in the forms here theo- 
retically pointed out; and, inftead of an imaginary defcrip- 
tion, it feems actually copied from nature, ‘The nebula which 
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we inhabit appears, from the refults of the table of ftar-gages, 
to be of the third kind, a very extenfive branching compound 
congeries of many millions of ftars. The fection of the heavens, 
delineated in the plate, is drawn on a fcale, in which the di- 
flance of Sirius is ~% of an inch; and, in this fcale, all the 
ftars which we fee in the fineft nights may be comprehended 
within a circle of lefs than { of an inch radius. 

It is impoflible to follow the very wonderful phenomena 
which Mr. Herfchel points out. He then proceeds to enume- 
rate the different nebulz, and to confider their diftance. Jn 
this refpect, there muft be neceflarily much doubt. Some of 
thefe feem not to be at lefs than fix or eight thoufand times 
the diftance of Sirius. All thefe circumftances, though ap- 
parently fo aftonifhing, reft on a better foundation than many 
of the theories implicitly believed by mankind. 

The paper concludes with an account of fome nebulae, 
which which are called planetary. ‘The edges are well-de- 
fined ; but they preferve their brightnefs, with very high mag- 
nifying powers: they are not bright enough for fingle ftars, 
and too much fo for comets in their aphelion, Mr. Herichel 
feems to fufpeét, that they may have arifen from nebulae, 
which, in confequence of various changes, may have rufhed 
together, and been deftroyed; but he purpofes to examine 
them more particularly, . 

Art. XIII. Remarks on Specific Gravities taken at different 
Degrees of Heat, and an eafy Method of reducing them to 
a common Standard. By Richard Kirwan, f. Kk. 5.—This 
article cannot be abridged, becaufe its utility confifts in tables, 
which we cannot tranfcribe. ‘The title explains its import ; 
and it is executed with great accuracy and ingenuity, 

Art. XIV. Ele&rical Experiments made in Order to afcer- 
tain the non-conducting Power of a perfect Vacuum, &c. By 
Mr. William Morgan—The non-conducting power of a per- 
fe&t vacuum is in this article well afcertained, by the author’s 
having produced one more perfect than we have yet known, 
When the air is rarefied it becomes a conduétor, though, in 
its common ftate it is no longer fo. Mr. Morgan’s ingenuity 
and knowledge of nature would enable him to purfue this fab- 
je&t with advantage. 

Art. XV. Experiments and Obfervations relating to Air and 
Water. By the Rev. Jofeph Prieitley, LL.D. F.R.S.—Dr, 
Prieftley deferves as much praife for candour, as for his abi- 
lities. ‘The experiments before us are a valuable fupplement 


to thofe of M. Lavoifier ; though there feems to have been a 
little 
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little difference in the memoir tranfmitted to Dr. Prieftley, 
from that which was publifhed. 

Iron melted in pure air, by a burning lens, was found to | 
abforb the air almoft entirely ; the remainder was fixed air, 
and the iron was reduced to a calx ; it increafed in weight ti 
proportion to the air abforbed. On reducing it, the increafed 
weight difappeared, and the inflammable air loft was exactly 
the quantity fufficient to faturate the pure air which had ori- 
ginally difappeared ; that is, it was enough to have completely 
exploded together. The additional weight which the iron had 
loft, however, appeared in the form of water, that covered the 
fides of the veffel in which the experiment was made. The 
remaining air was inflammable. The experiment fucceeded 
alfo in Dr. Prieftley’s hands with copper and mercury, though 
M. Lavoifier’s experiment with the tube of copper failed. We 
mutt, therefore, wait for farther information on this fubjeé. 

In other experiments, Dr. Prieftley found that water was 
effential to the production of inflammable air. He was not 
aware that iron and charcoal, when intenfely hot, had fo ftrong 
an attraction for water, that * they would attract it. in the 
midit of the hotteft fire, and through the pores of a retort.’ 
He repeated his experiments, and faw that both fubftances 
only produced this air in confequence of water being acci- 
dentally prefent. 

Though Dr. Prieftley agrees with M. Lavoifier in the refult 
of his experiments, he differs in the conclufion drawn from 
them. He ftill contends for the exiftence of phlogifton in in- 
flammable air; though with both Englifh and French che- 
mifts he feems to allow, that water is produced by the union 
of thefe kinds of air. In his experiments for this purpofe, 
which were made with fteam tranfmitted through charcoal, 
the inflammable air was united with fixed air, and the lat- 
ter was often fo accurately combined with the former, thatyit 
appeared only after decompofition. It feemed probable too, 
from the quantities expended, compared with the air procured, 
that it came rather from the other materials than the water. 
It was fomewhat better eftablifhed by the experiments with 
iron. We thal] add Dr. Prieftley’s theory of the changes pro- 
duced by thefe experiments, on the fuppofition that phlogifton 
really exifts. 

‘ Since iron gains the fame addition of weight by melting in 
dephlogifticated air, and alfo by the addition of water when 
red-hot, and becomes, in al] refpeéts, the fame fubftance, it is 
evident, that this air or water, as exifting in the iron, is the 
very fame thing ; and this can hardly be explained but upon 


the fuppofition that water confilts of two kinds of air, viz. in- 
flammable 
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flammable and dephlogifticated. I fhall endeavour to explaia 
thefe proceffes in the following manner. 

‘ When iron is melted in dephlogifticated air, we may fup- 
pofe that, though part of its phlogifton efcapes, to enter into 
,the compoiition of the {mall quantity of fixed air which is then 
“procured, yet enough remains to form water with the addition 
of dephlogifticated air which it has imbibed, fo that this calx 
of iron confifts of the intimate union of the pure earth of iron 
and of water; and, therefore, when the fame calx, thus fatu- 
rated with water, is expofed to heat in inflammable air, this 
air enters into it, deftroys the attraétion between the water and 
‘the earth, and revives the iron, while the water is expelled in 
its proper form.’ 

Some other curious experiments are added, which feem to 
fupport the Englifh theory, in oppofition to that of M. La- 
voifier ; but we cannot particularly relate them. Dr. Prieft- 
ley concludes this curious paper with a hint ¢ that fome im- 
portant difcoveries are nearly within our reach.’? May this 
“prophecy foon be realized ! 





The New Difpenfatory. By William Lewis, M.B. F.R.S. The 


Fifth Edition, eyeny revifed and corre@ed. 8vo. 75. Od. 
Nourfe. 


The Edinburgh New Difpenfatory, containing Elements of Phar- 
macy, Sc. the two latter Parts comprehending the Preparations 
and Compofitions of the laft London and Edinburgh Pharma- 
copsias ; being an Attempt to colle& and apply the later Difco- 
wveries to the Di/penfatory, publifbed by Dr. Lewis. By Gen- 
tlemen of the Faculty at Edinburgh. Sve. 7s. 6d. Elliot, 
Edinburgh ; Robinfons, London. 


Seg appearance of a new edition of Dr. Lewis’s Difpen- 

fatory, at the fame time with an attempt to improve and 
amend it, has led us to compare thefe new publications with 
that on which they are formed. It would be ufelefs and im- 
pertinent to enlarge on the original plan ; for it is our prefent 
bufinefs only to examine the improvements: indeed the medi- 
cal world has already decided on the merits of the former edi- 
tions ; and Dr. Lewis has gained, by his work, a very exten- 
five reputation, - 

In the interval between the appearance of the fecond edi- 
tion, for that was greatly improved by the author himfelf, and 
the prefent time, chemiftry has almoft become a new {cience ; 
many articles have been added to the materia medica; feveral 
foreign Difpenfatories have appeared with great applaufe; and 
the Edinburgh college have publifhed two very improved edi- 
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tions of their own. We may take this opportunity of inform- 
ing phyficians, that there is reafon to expe a new one, from 
the college of this kingdom. It is indeed to be regretted, 
that pharmacy has not thared the fame attention as chemiftry ; 
nor has it been examined with the indulgent fondnefs which 
has diftinguifhed the other branches of the fcience; yet we 
certainly owe to the labours of chemifts a more intimate ac- 
quaintance with the nature of metals, and a more exact mode 
of preparing metallic remedies: we more clearly underftand 
the nature of vegetable and animal fubftances ; and, in a few 
inftances, have enlarged our knowledge of their refpective 
menfirua, Many new articles of the materia medica are ins 
deed already almoft forgctten, and fome cannot yet be pro- 
cured; but, in a fyftem of this kind, it is neceflary that they 
fhould be mentioned, and the little information which we can 
obtain fhovld be communicated.—From the foreign Difpen- 


‘fatories much knowledge can be procured. The beft of thefe, 


the Wurtenburg Pharmacopzia of 17713, whofe authority is 


very extenfive through Germany; the Ruffian, the new Brunf- 


wick, and the late Swedith Difpenfatories, might have contri- 
buted ufeful aifittance to the prefent plan. We are forry to 
obferve that our editors have overlooked, or not been able ta 
procure them. The omiflion perhaps is rather to be lamented 
than cenfured. 

The conduct of thefe different improvers, in the latter parts 
of the work, is nearly the fame. ‘The alterations in the laf, 
are thofe only of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory ; and the former 
profefles to * corre the formulx’ from the fame work, But, 
while the promifes of the firft feem to have been pun&ually, 
thofe of the laft have been carelefsly, executed. The new 
formulz are not added, and few marks of correction occur. 

In the Materia Medica, (we choofe a retrogade order, fince 
thefe works diverge from each other in this direction), the 
additions to each are numerous,; and the new articles are 
nearly the fame ; the fources from which they are tranfcribed 
are alfo not very different. In the London edition, however, 
the former remain unchanged; in that of Edinburgh, addi- 
tions are freely interfperfed : tables of mercurial and antimo- 
nial preparations are fubjoined, as well as fome articles which 
dre not found in the other. Thefe are the ‘ lactuca’, one {pe- 
cies of which, the virofa, has been recommended in dropfies ; 
‘ lichen iflandicus,? * nux vomica,’ &c. On the contrary, 
neither the § quercus marina’ (fea wrack), or the viola trico- 
lor,’ which have fhared the attention of the London editor, 
are mentioned ; and, though the title of the falix is found, 
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its real or imputed virtues are omitted. In the condutt of the 
articles, the botanical defcriptions are very generally fuller in 
the London edition ; though in each, the Linnzan names are 
mentioned : in this too they are longer, fometimes on account 
of the more diffufe ftyle, fometimes occafioned by additional 
information. In this laft refpeét, the articles of * columba, 
‘colchicum, dolichos pruriens, cenanthe crocata,’ and fome 
others, are more valuable: thofe on the ‘ pulfatilla,’ the 
* quaflia,’ and the ¢ ricinus,’ are, we think, lefs fatisfactory, 
though farther extended, 

The value of the Edinburgh edition is greatly increafed by 
the chemical and pharmaceutical effays in the introdudction, 
extracted from Dr. Webiter’s Syllabus: in this view it is un- 
rivalled. ‘The additions to Dr. Lewis are very numerous, and 
highly important. ‘The chemical part is new, accurate, and 
fatisfactory. One or two typographical errors of fome con- 
fequence have, however, been overlooked ; and two paflages 
are marked with inverted commas, as new, though really co- 
pied from Lewis. Thefe are trivial imperfections. The de- 
fcriptions of the new furnaces, and the new table of elective 
attractions are very valuable; but they would require a plate 
to enable us to defcribe them. 

From the new articles of the materia medica we can feleé& 
no fpecimen ; for they are very generally compiled from works 
pretty well-known, and, except in one or two inftances, are 
not very important: it would not have been difficult to have 
rendered them more ufeful. We ought, however, to add, 
that, though on old fubjeéts, the account of the bark and 
opium, in the Edinburgh edition, are,new. The botanical 
difcoveries relating to the firft, and the additional knowledge 
we have acquired of the lait, fince we have been lefs afraid of 
it, feem to require a new compilation. We mutt be allowed 
to wifh, that the materia medica, in both works, had been 
fuller in the number of articles ; and that the editors had not 
been confined by the limits of either college. 

We fhall felect no fpecimen even from the part which we 
have faid is almoft wholly new; fince its great merit confifts 
in the very clear concife manner, in which fubjeéts, well 
known to the chemift, are detailed; and we have little room 
for compilations, even of the greateft merit.—On the whc}:, 
after having made a careful comparifon of thefe two works, 
we muft recommend the Edinburgh edition, as the moft ufeful 
companion and inftructor. We cannot give it a higher cha- 
raéter than to obferve, that, in the prefent itate of {cience,-it 
is, what the original work was, at the time of its firft appear- 


ance. 
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A Key to the Myftiry of the Revelation: whereby all its dark 
Meanings, being reduced to one regular Syftem, are eafily ac- 
counted for, and explained, 3v0. 45. in Boards. Goldf{mith. 


WN? object of theological difquifition feems to have been 

more fertile of keys, comments, and expofitions, than 
the Revelation of St. John. And indeed the myfterious na- 
ture of its contents, and thofe delivered in a ftyle of the ut- 
moft folemnity and grandeur, afford a very natural and pfoper 
{ubje& of enquiry to thofe divines, who have learning and 
leifure to purfue it. But whoever fits down with an intention 
of explaining the whole of this enigmatical book, will pro- 
bably mifcarry in many points, Sir aac Newton fays, that 
“ among the interpreters of the laft age, there is fcarce one of 
note, whohath not made fome difcovery worth knowing, but 
that our greateft obligations are owing to three particularly, 
Mede, Vitringa, and Daubuz.’ But neither fir [faac, nor, 
we fuppofe, any rational divine, has adopted all their folu- 
tions or conjectures. The learned bifhop of Briftol, whofe 
illuftrations of the Apocalypfe deferve no mean fhare of cre- 
. dit among thofe of the prefent times, obferves ¢ that to explain 
it perfectly, is not the work of one man, or of one age; and 
probably that it will never all be clearly underftood, till it is 
all fulfilled.” Whoever undertakes to develope its myfteries 
with wifdom, fobriety, and reverence, will probably contii- 
bute fome new light for our guidance, and merit the thanks 
of the ferious part of mankind. 

The anonymous author of the prefent publication tells us, 
in his introduétion, that * he flatters himfelf he is poffeffed of 
the happy clue, which, he adds, was many years ago accident 
ally difcovered to a friend. It is no more, he informs us, than 
the fimple hint of confidering thefe myfteries as a regular feries 
of ecclefiaftical events, from the beginning to the end of time, but 
yet varioufly expreffed, agreeably to the feven parts into which 
they feem naturally to be divided.” The author gives us to 
underftand, that he has found, from many years experience, 
the great efficacy of this Key, or manner of explanation now 
offered to the public ; and that it is aftonifhing to fee fucha 
heap of feemingly wild and jarring matters, fo eafily yielding 
themfelves to order and arrangement, by fo fimple a means. 
We were led, by this declaration, to expect more fatisfaction 
than we can confefs ourfelves to have found. The fcheme ite 
{elf is, however, far from wanting ingenuity; but its fimpli- 
city, which the author probably thinks its firft recommendas 
tion, we are inclined to regard asits principal defect. A key, 
too fimply conftructed, cannot be applied with fuccefs to the 
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wards of a lock very intricately formed. But the author, 
without doubt, having conceived ideas very diiferent from our 
own, of the machine he meant to open, lays ju claim to 
approbation, for his fincere and earneit endeavours to effe a 
very laudabie purpofe. . 

After all, we are candid enough to allow, this method may 
carry conviction to other minds; and if it fhould not, that at 
leait thofe difcoveries which it has produced, may be of- great 
ufe to other learned men who fhall coniider the fame fubject ; 
and, united with preceding efforts, and the fullnefs of time, 
may contribute no contemptible fhare to the complete ecclair- 
ciflement of this auguit myitery. We, therefore, wifh this per- 
formance may fall into the hands of all fuch as are able and 
difpofed to pay due attention to the fubjett, 

Whatever the Proteftant churches abroad, or thofe of the 
diltentoce at home, may think of this author’s {cheme in ge- 
neral, we are apt to believe his idea of reftraining what relaces 
to Philadelphia, in the prophetic vifion, fo partially to the 
church of England, will appear, in their judgment, to want 
liberality, and perhaps draw upon him the imputation of bi- 
gotry; a charge from which, on this account, we cannot ima- 
gine him to ftand entirely clears. eyen within the pale of his 
own. church, 

The comparifon of the feven golden candlelticks in the Re- 
velation, with the caudieftick otf Mofes, coniifting of a item 
or fhaft, and fix branches, is ingenioufly fupported. Our 
readers may not be difpleafed to fee the pailage, which we 
fhall lay. before them, with a previous paragraph introducing 
the fubje&t. ‘There is on one of the letier-prefs pages a 
draught reprefenting the candleftic of Mofes, our omiflion of 
which, we do not apprehend, will create any difficulty to the 
attentive reader. , 

‘ The firft thing to be confidered in the above vifion mut 
be the reprefentation of the feven golden candleiticks. In ihe 
midft of thefe was feen walking a glorious appearance of 
Chrift, cloathed 1 ap all the pomp of majeity, as the great eter- 
nal high-prieft of his people, both able and willing to avenge 
them of their natn lly and eftablifh them in gag t peace acd 
glory. Thefe candlefticks are the feven periods or divifions of 
the church, and are made ufe of as a proper reprefentation of 
religion, which is a ftrong burning light, illuminating the 
dark gloomy minds of erring mortals, and directing them in 
the way of endlefs peace and felicity. 

‘ In order the better to illuftrate the meaning of thefe can- 
diefticks, we muft compare them with that made by Mofes, 
according to the exprefs command of God. Though thefe are 
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reprefented as ftanding feparate, and that of Mofes as being 
only one; yet, upon a proper compariion, it will be found to 

have the fame typical meaning and tendency, and to be expla- 

natory of many particular terms ufed in thefe myfteries, The 

candleftick of Mofes was to be made, with its feveral apurte- 

nances, of a talent of pure gold, in the following manner. 

The middle part of it was the main fhaft, or ftem; from 

which proceeded fix branches, three branches from one fide, 

and three branches from the other fide. ‘The two lowermof, : 
extending oppofite to each other, were in a manner united by 

a knop, formed in that part of the fhaft of the candleftick 

from whence they proceeded, dire€tly under their connexion. 

Two more branches proceeded in the fame manner above them, 

and two more ftill above thefe. Every one of thefe feveral 

branches had lamps fixed to their extremities, and on the top 

of the middle ftem was likewife fixed a lamp. 

‘ The two lowermoft branches, connected together with a 
knop, may fignify the two feveral periods of the church be- 
fore the law, here called the churches of Ephefus and Smyrna. 
The two other branches above them may reprefent the two 
churches under the law, called Pergamos, and Thyatira, and 
the two uppermoft branches exprefs the two Chriftian churches, 
called Sardis and Philadelphia. ‘The middle ftem, being as 
it were the parent of thefe branches, is the third Chriftian 
church, called here the church of Laodicea, and in other 
places of Scripture, the Great Church, as being that into 
which all the nations in the world will bring their glory and . 
honour, as the prophets have every where loudly fung. We. 
may now fee the propriety of Chriit’s walking in the midi of 
the feven candlefticks, he giving life and exiftence to them 
all, and, like the fhaft of Moies’s candleftick, bearing and 
fupporting all the reft. Thus we fee, likewife, the unity of 
our moft holy religion, which, with its feveral branches, forms 
one glorious fyftem, that will blaze and flourith to the end of 
time.’ 

The metaphorical words. blaze and flouri/fo, at the conclu. 
fion, are not happily, indeed not properly, connetted. 





The Book of the Revelation of Saint Fohu the Divine explained ; 
In an hiftorical View of the paft and prefent State of the Chri/= 
tian World compared with the prophetic Vifions. By Thomas 
Vivian, Vicar of Cornwood, Devon, 8v0. 25. 64. Dilly. 

A FTER the ftate of doubt and uncertainty in which we 

~~ were left by the performance laft reviewed, we were prea 


pared to receive, without difcontent, a much flighter degree 
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of fatisfaftion from the perufal of the prefent work on the 
fame difficult fubject, than we gratefully acknowledge it has 
given us. 

This explanation evinces its author to poffefs no ordinary 
fhare of abilities, either natural or acquired ; and he appears 
to have conduéted his important undertaking in the true fpirit 
of a Chriftian divine. Judgement, candour, and moderation, 
aecompanied by a difcerning and temperate fpirit of conjec- 
ture, feem jealoufly to have watched his footiteps through the 
facred labyrinth, and to have enabled him, from extenfive read- 
ing and erudition, to form a more fuccefsful clue than per- 
haps any preceding adventurer. It gives us pleafure to fee 
this work, as its dedication announces, under the patronage 
of the author’s diocefan, the bifhop of Exeter. Its intrinfic 
merit, thoygh it may not need fuch a recommendation, at 
Jeaft deferves the credit it will be thought to derive from 
this circumftance. 

Mr. Vivian divides his expofition into feven chapters, which 
are preceded by a fhort introduction, fhewing the defign of 
the facred book, and the importance of the fubje&; and are 
followed by ample annotations, equally inflrudlive and enter- 
taining. 

The plan of the work will be fufficiently conveyed to our 


readers by the heads of the feveral chapters, which are as 
follow. 


‘Chap. I. Containing the Seven Epiftles to the Seven 

- Churches of Afia, under the Infpeétion of St. John; in which 
are Directions, Reproofs, and Confolations, fuited to their 

different States.—Chap. I]. Containing under Seven Seals, 
opened one after another, the prophetical Hiftory of the pri- 
mMitive, pure, and rifing Church of Chrift: a Period, extend- 

ing from the Delivery of the Prophecy to the Reign of Con- 

itantine, about Two Hundred and Forty Years.—Chap. III. 

Containing the Hiftory of the Chriftian Church, now delivered 

from the perfecuting Pagan Emperors, but departed from the 


' Simplicity of the Gofpel. This Period extending from Con- 


ftantine, and not yet compleated, is deicribed under Seven 
Trumpets:— Chap. 1V. Exhibiting 2 permanent View of the 
internal State of the Chriitian Church, during the Period of 
the Seven Trumpets. Here the Conteits between the purer 
and more corrupt Parts are defcribed under Seven Contempo- 
raty Vifions. As this Part differs from the reft of the Book, 
it is diftinguifhed by the Title of The Little Book.—Chap. V. 
Of the Seven Vials to be poured out hereafter on the apoitate 
Part of the Chriftian Church, and putting an End to the 
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Apoftacy. This Period will not begin till the Seventh Trum- 
pet founds, and will probably end at the fame Time as the 
Vifions of the Little Book, about the Year 2000.—Chap. VI. 
Of the Millenium, or the Reign of Chritt during the Seventh 
Mitllenary of the World, or from the Year 2000 to 3000.: After 
which foliows the Refurreétion and Jaft Judgment. — Chap. 
Vil. The Glory and Happinefs of Heaven, to continue for 
ever.— The Conclufion.’ 

As a Specimen of the author’s ftyle, which we think excels 
in point of perfpicuity and neatnefs, we fubjoin his feventy- 
fourth annotation on the concluding verfe of the Apocalypfe ; 
it being difficult, within our limits, to detach fuch a portion 
of the text as would, by itfelf, be clear and intelligible; be- 
fides that we are warmly difpofed to recommend the whole to 
the ferious perufal and attention of the public. 

‘ Be with you all, Amen.| On looking back on the vifions 

in this Book, and comparing them with the Hiftory of the 
Chriftian church, one Reflection feems very natural. Let us 
fuppofe that St. John had as clear a view of the events that 
were to befal the church, when he wrote this book, as we 
have now by the records of hiftory. Let us fuppofe that he 
knew the Chriftians would be perfecuted for the two next cen- 
turies, and then gain an eftablifhment under the Chriftian empe- 
rors; together with all the circumftances attending thefe facts, 
which we now read in the annals of thofe times. Let us fup- 
pofe that he knew perfectly the ravages of the northern na- 
tions; the religion of Mahomet, enforced by arms; and the 
devattations of the Turks. Let us fuppofe that he knew that 
a Chriitian bifhop should rife to fuch a degree of power as to 
be the tyrant of the church, a promoter of idolatry and va- 
rious.fuperftitions ceremonies, and a perfecuter of them that 
adhered to the word of God. In a word, let us fuppofe that 
he knew as much of the then future hiftory of the church as we 
know now. Let us farther fuppofe that he meant to defcribe 
all he knew, under a feries of prophetic vifions, and that with 
fo much clearnefs as to convince an attentive reader, that he 
really had fuch a knowledge of future events, given him by 
God, for wife purpofes. 

‘ Now, fuppofing all this, it may be afked, could he have 
executed his defign more effe€tually, and with greater beauty 
and propriety, than is done in this book ? 
© For objeéts in vifion, expreflive of future events, he would 
naturally have recourfe to the hiitory of the Old Teftament, 
and the circumftances of Jewifh worfhip: for this language 
had already been adopted by the old prophets, and by the 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian teachers. He would reprefent conquerors by wars 


horfes ; a deftroying enemy by locufts, a burning mountain, 


or the fea and rivers bloody: the agency of invifible fpirits, 
by. Michael the tutelar angel of Judea; or by a ferpent or 
dragon, when he would exprefs the invifible enemies of God’s 
people. As the Jewifh church was known by the name 
Daughter of Zion, it would be natural to fignify the Chriftian 
church alfo by a woman; in whom the drefs and other cir- 
cumftances would be expreflive either of its purity or corrup- 
tion; a ftate of perfecution, or worldly profperity. ‘The 
active members both of the pure and the corrupt church, 
would naturaily be fiyled prophets; thefe being the chief di- 
rectors of old, both in the pure church at Jerufalem, and in 
the idolatrous part that worfhipped the golden calves at 
Bethel. 


‘In a word, were a Jew converted to Chriflianity to de- 
J 


. {cribe, in prophetic language, the future hiftory of the Chrif- 


tian church, made Rot to him by Revelation, it would 
probably be “jut fuch a compofition as this of St. John. ‘The 
vifions would follow in the fame order of time as the events 
were to happen ; as is really the cafe, according to the ac- 
count given of the book in this expofition: a circumftance in 
which it differs from all the expofitions known to the author. 

* And as different actions done at the fame time mutt be re- 
Jated feparately, in order to diftinguifh vifions reprefenting 
contemporary events, from thofe that defcribed fuch events as 
were to follow one another in point of time; this difference 
might be pointed out by placing the contemporary vifions in a 
feparate part, or Little Book. 

‘ This would probably be the cafe, fuppofing the writer to 
have a diftin& view of future events, and to be left to himfelf 
to defcribe them in vifions and prophetic language. But in 
fact the cafe was fomewhat different. The writer feems really 
to have feen the vifions which he defcribes, fome on the land, 
fome on the fea, others in the air or heaven, while he was in 
Patmos. And we cannot conceive any vifions better fuited to 
exprefs the events. He defcribed what he faw, and probably 
might not know him(felf all that was meant thereby. For he 
feems to have written all he knew, except in the cafe of the 


_Seven Thunders, in the tenth chapter, where he was forbidden 


to write what he heard. Neither this nor any other prophecy 
is of Private fuggeftion, proceeding from a man’s own will or 
imzgination ; but holy men of old. fpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoft: fearching what manner of things and 
times the fpirit that was in them did fi ignity. 


¢ Thus 
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‘Thus confidered, the Revelation has in itfelf evident 
proofs of its divine authority. Indeed this, and fome other 
parts of Scsipture, that fortel things lately fulfilled, or now 
fulfilling, have, with refpe&t to us, an increafing evidence of 
their authority. For when we fee events in fuch a variety of 
inftances correfponding to defcriptions, which we know were 
written many ages before the events happened, and there being 
not one vifion but what admits a fair application (except thofe 
which from their place in the book, and other circumitances, 
are judged to foretel events not yet come to pafs) we find our- 
felves obliged to own, that no man could write this book un- 
tefs God was with him.’ 

7 





4 View of the great Events of the Seventh Plague, or Period, 
when the Myftery of Ged fhall be finifoed. Rev. X%. 7. By 
Robert Ingram, A.M. 8vo. 34. Robinion. 


_ leading idea of this pamphlet is, that the myftery of 

God, under the feventh trumpet, fhall owe its accom- 
plifhment to the converfion of the Jews. ‘ The Jews, fays 
the author, when they are converted and reftored again to 
their own land, out of an abhorrence of themfelves for their 
late crime, (Ezek. xxxvi. 21.) and to obliterate it as much as 
poffible, and that they may even outdo the Gentiles on this 
eccafion, will be more remarkably zealous and diligent than 
ever any people were before, in converting all nations to the 
Chriftian faith.? This aétive and zealous {pirit will, accord- 
ing to the author, excite againft them hatred, perfecutions, 
and wars, on the part of many of the princes and potentates 
of the world, who will look upon them as forming confpira- 
cies to overthrow their ancient eftablifhments of civil, as well 
as religious polity. The cruel treatment they muft experience 
in confequence of this jealoufy and hardneis of heart, will 
drive them from one nation and people to another, till at 
Jength they fhall have carried the light of the Chrittian reve- 
Jation to every part of the earth. ‘Thofe nations or indivi- 
duals who, after all overtures for their converfion, thall re- 
main obdurate, and turn a deaf ear to the voice of divine 
truth, as well as that grand corrupter of it, the church of 
Rome, who fhall refufe to be reformed, will at length, though 
probably at periods of time fomewhat fucceflive, draw down 
that vengeance of the Almighty, reprefented to St. John, by 
the feventh angel pouring out his vial into the air, when there 
came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the 
throne, faying, it 7s done. And there were voices, and thun- 
ders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, fuch 
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4s was not fince men were upon the earth; and the great city 
was divided into three parts ; and the cities of the nations, 
and great Babylon, came in remembrance before God, to give 


. unto her the cup of the wine of the fiercenefs of his wrath, 


&c, Rev. xvi. 17, 18, 19. 

There appears little novelty in Mr. Ingram’s View of the 
Seventh Plague, except his idea of its being brought down on 
the unconverted and unreformed part of the world, in confe- 
quence of their perfecutions of the enlightened Jews, and 
their rejection of the Gofpel at the hands of thefe zealous 
profelytes. This idea is fupported on no improbable interpre- 
tation of feveral texts adduced by the author, both from the 
Old and New Teftament. 

Mr. Ingram confiders this performance as completing and 
adding confirmation to An Explanation of the Seven laft Plagues, 
which he lately offered to the Public. 





Letters concerning Education: adavefd to a Gentleman entering 
at the Univerfty. By Peter Williams, M.A. Chaplain of 
Chrift-Church College, Oxford. 8vo. 4s. Rivington. 


A Young man, juft fet free from the reftraints of the earlier 

fcenes of education, and entering at the univerfity, warm 
with all the vivid affections of that blooming feafon of life, 
exulting in his confcioufnefs of new enlargement and liberty, 
3s not a little obliged to any fincere and intelligent monitor 
who may offer him advice at this moft critical period, His fu- 
ture charafter, happinefs, and eftimation in the world, will ever 
greatly depend on, if they be not generally fixed by his condu& 
during this ftage of his education. The Letters before us are 
meant, and indeed appear well calculated, not only to direc 
the firft outfet, but to regulate each progreflive flep from his 
entrance on the academic walk to its termination on the con- 
fines of a perilous world. 

Our author does not profefs to amufe his correfpondent 
with novelties, to fuggeft any unheard-of plans of ftudy, or 
recommend any change in academic difcipline or cuftoms, (we 
accufe him of no want of refpe&t for the eftablifhed modes), 
but his chief defign is to advertife the young ftudent of every 
thing that will be required of him in the courfe of his ftudies, 
and to encourage his literary purfuits, and the performance of 
all his duties, by friendly and affectionate admonition. The 
author has made a frequent, but difcreet ufe of the thoughts 
of Bacon, Milton, Locke, Harris, Monboddo, and other 
writers on learning and education, and he has been profufe in 
his quotations from the ancient Greek and Latin claflics, al- 

moft 
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moft to a degree of pedantry ; unlefs we fuppofe, what per- 
haps in candour we ought, that, as all thefe paffages are un 
tranflated, they were meant to give fome exercife to his 
young correfpondent, and, now they are publifhed, to other 
readers in the fame fituation. Thefe paffages are feleed with 
judgment, and are generally fuch as the claffic fcholar cannot 
but receive with prepofieffion, and confequently with advant- 
age to the author’s probable intention. We do not advance 
the flight intimation we have given of the want of originality 
in thefe Letters, with the leaft tone of cynical faftidioufnefs ; 
for the earneltnefs, good fenfe, knowlege, and perfpicuity, 
with which they are written, muft claim our unfeigned appro- 
bation. 2 

To give our readers a general idea of this- performance, we 
fhall tranfcribe the table of contents. 


¢ Of the Importance of making a good Ufe of one’s Time 
when at the Univerfity ; and of the Nature of this Correfpond- 
ence.— Of having a correct Tafte in Matters of little Moment. 
—Of what depends on the Choice of Company ; and of ufing 
Onefelf, in Time, to make Obfervations on Men and Manners. 
—Of regulating the Paflions.—Of entering upon a Courfe of 
Study.—Of Perfeverance and Regularity in ufeful Studies.— 
Of Reading, confidered in a general Way.—Of ftudying Ma- 
thematics.—Of ftudying the Claffics.x—Une Bagatelle-—Some 
General Obfervations on the Greek Tongue, and of ftudyin 
it.—An Effay on the Prepofitions of the Greek.—A curfory View 
of the Revolutions of ancient Literature.x—Some general Ob- 
fervations on the Latin Tongue.—Of attending the public 
Lectures in experimental Philofophy, &c.—Of ftudying Logic. 
—Of employing leifure Hours.—Some hiftorical Account of 
Logic ; with fome Remarks upon Ariftotle-—Of taking Care 
of one’s Health.—Of ftudying Hiftory.—Of itudying Rhetoric 
and Eloquence.—-Some Account of ancient Oratory; and of 
thofe who made the greateft Figure in it.—A Sketch of a Coun- 
try Curate’s Manner of living.—Some general Hints refpeécting 
pelite Behaviour.—The fame, re{pe€ting moral Behaviour.— 
"The Story of Antonio.—Of ftudying Poetry.—Some hiftorical 
Account of the Greek and Latin Poetry.—Of ftudying Ethics, 
—Recapitulation.—Some general Hints about ftudying Divi- 
nity.’ 

The following extra& from Letter IV. on the fubjeé& of the 
Paffions, will give no difadvantageous impreffion of the au- 
thor’s ftyle, and mode of thinking. 


‘ As long as man retains any thing that is decent and rational 
about him, he caw never doubt of the wifdom and propriety of 
being able to regulate his paflions: the queftion is, whether 
and how this can be effected. That it can be effected, there 
remains not the leaft fhadow of doubt. III, indeed, would man 


have 
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have deferved to be fo emphatically flyled by the phifiologifts 
a Microcofm, if the pafiions, which make up fo important a 
fhare of. his internal ftructure, contributed nothing to the ex- 
cellence of his frame, but tended rather to obliterate the gran- 
deur and deflroy the dignity of the nobleft part of it. The 
wonderful contrivance that is obfervable in this divine fabric, 
is not confined to the rational faculties, or to the contexture of 
the human fkeleton, but is ftrikingly extended over the whole. 
It follows then that the paffions, though fome of them, upon a 
flight view, may appear violent and perverfe, muft be modelled 
neverthelefs, and tempered by nature, fo as to tend to the wel- 
fare of the individual, and of fociety ; if fo, we malt neceffa- 
rily have the power of directing them to juft and proper ends : 
and indulgent nature has not been lefs careful of giving us this 
power for the right conduct of life, than of furnifhing us with 
eyes to fee, and hands to ward off an impending evil.’ 

At the end of the eleventh Letter, the author has favoured 
his correfpondent with an ingenious Effay on the Prepofitions 
of the Greek Language,. written by James Moor, LL.D. 
late Profeffor of Greek in the Univerfity of Glafgow. 

The twenty-fecond Letter, on a Country Curate’s Manner 
of living, is a very pleafing one, and being more calculated 
for general amufement than any of the refit, we hall prefent 
it to our readers. 


‘I am wonderfully pleafed with your laft letter, as it informs 
me of your intending to pafs this fhort vacatioa at my little 
villa. Being convinced that in making me this vifit, you act 
(as you always do) on a noble and exalted principle, the prin- 
ciple of true friendfhip, I am under no apprehenfion that my 
frugal plan of living will be at all difagreeable to you. How- 
ever, to form fome notion how you are likely to fpend the en- 
fuing month, fee a full account of the manner in which I pafs 
my days: fhould you think it tedious and abounding with 
egotifm, remember (though we never gain by it), how natu- 
rally fond we ail are of talking of ourfelves.—What we are all 
then fo liakle to fhould be coniidered with great candour. 

* The little village where I am curate, often puts me in 
mind of the flourifhing ftate of Goldfmith’s Auburn, which he 
has celebrated in one of the bef defcriptive poems in our lan- 
guage. The honfe I live in is not large, but neat and conve- 
nient ; the neighbourhood focial, genteel, and fenfible; and 
my falary, though {mall, yet fufficient to exift upon—ZJmportung 
tamen pauperies abeff, You are not ignorant that my mother and 
filler live along with me: they are what I may call liberal 
ceconomitts. 

‘ Thus retired, I endeavour to difcharge the dnties of my 
profeffion with all poflible fidelity. Religion (we are told) is 
too generally confidered as matter of little moment, and is 
greatly refined in this our age: it, therefore, gives me much 
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comfort to fee that my little flock, allowing for the unimproved 
ftate of the underfianding of moft of them, have a good notion 
of the aim, and nature, and importance of Chriftianity, and 
endeavour to live according to its precepts. I contrive to make 
each family, how poor and ob{cure foever, a fhort vifit once a 
week : and in thefe vifits, though I take care that my behaviour 
fhall be fuch as to command the refpeét due to their paftor, it 
is beft to put off all unneceffary forms, and endeavour, in the 
way of converfation, to bring in fomething pertinent and ufe- 
ful, This I confider as part of my duty, and for that reafon 
I fee] no {mall fatisfaction in difcharging it :—befides, the good 
people love and revere me—and, to a reafonable man, is not 
this alone fatisfaction enough ? 

‘ This takes up but a little portion of my time: the reft is 
employed between reading, bodily exercife, and the fociety of 
a few friends. 

¢ The little learning I gleaned up, when in college, I now 
find of. the greateft confequence, as it enables me to profecute 
my ftudies with, pleafure and improvement. A well-written 
book is a moft precious article in one’s viaticum through life ; 
and fhould we not pity the man, whatever honours or riches he 
may have, who has not the convenience or the capacity of en-~ 
joying it ?-[ndeed to a young perfon, who in the univerfity 
has acquired little more than habits of idlenefs and intempe- 
rance, the being thus fecluded as it were from the world, muft 
certainiv be one of the moft irkfome things on earth. The 
{ports of the field, without a mixture of that pure and folid 
pleafure which arifes from properly exerting the faculties of the 
intellect, will foon lofe all their zeft—all their novelty. The 
correct Boileau has the fame truth, with more elegance—Take 
it in his words ; 

“< — Fe ne trouve point de fatigue fi rude, 
Que Pennuyeux loifir d’un mortel fans etude.” 


¢ Three or four hours, therefore, in the morning, and from 
ten to eleven at night, are fpent in fome ferious and regular 
courfe of ftudy, in arming myfelf with ftrength of mind, and 
reflexion, fufficient to regulate my life, and fuppert me in every 
fituation of it. And the evenings I divide for the moft part 
(unlefs when I write a long letter to Eugenio) between reading 
fome agreeable moralift or hiftorian to my little family, and 
contending at our favourite games of piquet, or backgammon, 
or the nobler one of chefs—How {weet ‘* to rock the cradle of 
repofing age !” 

«< Bot a too ftudious and fedentary life is productive of low- 
{fpiritednefs, and tends of courfe to impair one’s health and 
good humour.’ True:—hence then, one is induced to take 
one’s gun or fifhing-rod, and, attended by trufty Ranger, pafs 
away an hour now and then among the fields in refrefhing the 
mind, and exercifing the body ; thus avoiding thofe many in- 
conyeniencies, which a dull and terpid inactivity brings along 
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with it: and in thefe excurfions I am generally fortunate 
enough to meet with fomething to make a {mall dith for my 


table ; for a perch, or a partridge, with a good joint of meat, 
is almoft all the dinner vou are to expeét.— 


‘¢ Form’d on the Samian {chools or thofe of Ind 
There are who think thefe paftimes fcarce humane ; 
Yet in my mind (and not relentlefs I) 

His life is pure that wears no fouler ftains *.” 


¢ I would not have you miftake me inthis matter. He, in- 
deed, efpecially in my line of life, that minds little more than 
fhooting, or hunting, cr dancing, or any other fuch trifling oc- 
cupation, is defervedly neglected and defpifed.—There is a 
wide difference betwcen ufing a thing by way of amufement, 
and making it the principal object of one’s purfuit—the widett 
imaginable. 

¢ What alfo furnifhes me exercife, is the care and cultivation 
of my little garden: this I take entirely upon myfelf. 1 can- 
not afford, nor perhaps would I chufe, to employ a man on 
purpofe. And here I make a point to endeavour to excel my 
neighbours in the neatnefs of laying out my ground, and in 
the delicacy of my fruit.—Is it not laudable, Eugenio, even in 
fuch trifles, and efpecially in things of higher moment, whiltt 
we act perfectly confiftent with virtue, underitood in its moft ex- 


tenfive fenfe, to attend to that well known line of the noble 
Grecian? 


“¢ Asey aersevtiv, xab Dorereoyoy eupevas AAW) To” 
‘ ’Tis thus I exercife and amufe myfelf. 


¢ But there is no living without fociety and fenfible conver- 
fation : this alone can teach us how to apply properly the know- 
ledge we acquire in folitude, polifhes our manners, and enlivens 
the fcenes of a retired life: an opportunity of enjoying thefe 
leafures and advantages is afforded me at our excellent neigh. 
our’s, Philoxenus, Here one is always {ure to meet with gen- 
teel and rational company. Having been formerly engaged in 
a public and honourable capacity, his connexions are numerous, 
and among perfons of diftinction, as well as of fenfe and merit, 
I long to introduce you to this worthy man. He loves and en- 
courages whatever is great and amiable in human nature. He 
is a fincere Chriftian, and a profound and elegant fcholar—and 
what can a man be more? I never read the character which 
Pliny t draws of his friend Titus Ariito,»without thinking of 
Philoxenus: ‘the Jatter indeed is in fome refpects (and 1 {peak 
with all impartiality) fuperior to the brave Roman; but that 
fuperiority he derives altogether from his religion. He is, in 
fhort, among many others, a living proof, that true Chriftianity 


and trae philofophy may meet in one and the fame perfon ; fo 





¢® Artof preferving Health.’ ‘Il. ¢208.’ * } See Pliny’s Epiftles, I. 22.” 
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that they are by no means, as fome bold men have fuggefted, 
inconfiftent things—Far otherwife. 

¢ A few other friends I have of confiderable value. Though 
but a poor curate, | take care to behave with proper referve to- 
wards coxcombs, and all narrow-hearted people; and can, 
thank God, look down both on their {miles and {upercilious 
airs with all pofiible indifference.——I hate and deteft the level- 
ing principle, as unnatural and abfurd—But be thofe alfo far 
from me, who can pride themfelves merely on being of this or 
that order of men, of this or that fituation of life. Than af- 
fociate with fuch, give me rather the friendfhip of one like 
Philoxenus, and let me. enjoy it far from the haunts of thefe 
men. Their wifdom, be it what it will, has not made them 
truly wife. Their thoughts and notions, however {pecious, are 
illiberal all of them, and fhallow, and vain. Mere birth, mere 
money, mere any thing, except virtue and learning, can give 
no man living any real dignity. 

¢ When we meet together, we do all we can to promote in- 
nocent mirth and cheerfulnefs. Some indeed fuppofe that this 
is not compatible with true religion. Thefe men have their 
Opinion: we have our’s: but as that is totally different, we ex- 
clude every thing of the furly kind, and admit nothing but 
good humour, and temperance, and candour, and univerfal 
benevolence, and manly politenefs. 


“ Pura fed libertate loquendi 
Seria quifque jocis nulla formidine mifcet *.” 


¢ Thus we find converfation a moft agreeable and inftructive 
exercife, tending to give eafe to the whole conduct, and to our 
language elegance and propriety. 

‘ Should any of my rich neighbours, as the country people 
call them, come and dine with me, I never make much altera- 
tion in my dinner: they know my income, and did I live be- 
yond it, they would defpife and avoid me. ‘They come, like 
yourfelf, from motives of friendihip ; and not in that ftarched, 
formal, and moft infipid way, which is fo common in modern 
times.—They live, it is true, in a different manner: I too, had 
I the means, would probably, on fuch occafions, enlarge my 
plan, but itill fo as to conduct things with oeconomy, fimpli- 
city, temperance; without which it is not to live—But the 
means are wanting : neque tamen ego invideo aliis bonum, quo 
ipfe careo; fed contra, fenfum quendam voluptatemque perci- 
pio, fi ea, que mihi denegantur, amicis video fupereffe +. 

‘ j am feniible that philoiophers will tell you, that he who 
enjoys health and a bare fubfiltence, enjoys enough; that fach 
gewgaws as riches, conduce not to the real happinefs of man ; 
and io forth. Contidered merely as riches, no man on earth 
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¢* Claudian De Landibus Stiliconis, lib. ii.’ 
‘+See Pliny’s Epifties, I. 10. He had no bufinefs to fay—Neque enim 
ego, ut zulti, invideo.—Pliny had a good deal of pride and vanity in him.” 
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can admit their affertion in a more extenfive fenfe than myfelf ; 
but confidered as the means of doing good, of living with com- 
fort and fatisfaction, it muft be allowed, on the other hand, 
that they then become no improper object of defire even to a 
philofopher. 


“¢ Hec perinde funt, ut illius animus, qui ea poffidet : 
Qui uti fcit, ei bona; illi; qui non utitur reété, mala *.” 
¢ But by no means dol fay that the man who has inward 
peace of mind, who has univerfal benevolence in his heart, and 
can think with pleafure on his life and death, is, in any fitu- 
ation, an object of pity or contempt. Quite the reverfe—He, 
and he alone, is the truly happy—the truly great man.—How 
fweetly does your favourite and moft correct author exprefs my 
notion ! 
‘¢ Fortuna, fevo leta negotio, et 
~Ludum infolentem ludere pertinax, 
Tranfmutat incertos honores, 
Nunc mihi, nunc alii benigna :— 
Laudo manentem ;—fi celeres quatit 
Pennas, refigno que dedit, et mea 
Virtute me involvo, probamque 
Pauperiem fine dote quzro }.” 


¢ But to return. 
‘ It is thus, my friend, I live. If you can relifh this fort 


of life, haften to our humble dwelling. We anticipate the 


pleafure of endeavouring to make things agreeable to you. 


Between the harpfichord. rural diverfions, vifiting our worthy 
neighbours, engaging in friendly converfation, or in the fcien- 
tific game of Chefs, we fhal!l, lL hope, prevent the hours from 
appearing very dull and infipid. Plays, or balls, or operas, or 
any other public entertainment, here we have none —— 


«© At fecura quies, et nefcia fallere vita, 

Dives opum variarum ;— at latis otia fundis, 
Spelunce, vivique lacus ;—at frigida Tempe, 
Mugitufque boum, mollefque fub arbore fomni,— 
Non abfunt f.”,— 


The twenty-fixth Letter, on fudying Poetry ; and the twenty- 


feventh, with its continuations, exhibiting /ome bifforical Ac- 
count of the Greek and Latin Poetry, though they contain not 
much that will be thought new by more advanced {cholars, 
offer a good deal of uieful and agreeable information to 
younger ftudents, and difplay confiderable reading and erudi- 
tion: their contents, indeed, cannot fail at once to prove an 
interefting and fafe guidance through this flowery region of 
literature. 





: * Ter. Heauton. A. I. Sc. 2.’ ‘+ Lib, iil. 29.  ¢ Georg. ii. 467. 


Dis 





















(:26..)’ 


Difeourfes on feveral important Subje&s of Chriftianity : in moft 
_ of which the Form of an Oration is attempted, by a Concealment 
of the Method. By the Rev.,Daniel Turner, Ad, M. Sve. 65. 
in Boards, Robinfon. 


HE title-page of this collefion of Difcourfes is undoubt- 
edly intended to give us expectations of fomething new 
in form at leaft, if notin fpirit. We cannot allow, however, 
that a mere Concealment of Method conititutes the Form of 
an Oration. But, were we inclined to allow fuch a pofition, 
we muft obferve, that the method of thefe Difcourfes is not 
at all more concealed than that of modern Difcourfes in gene- 
ral, delivered from the pulpit. The multiplied divifions, and 
particularly iubdivifions of our forefathers, have for many 
years been out of ufe; but method is, and mui be ftill re- 
tained by all who underftand compofition; and an attentive 
hearer or reader will be difappointed, if not able to difcern it 
without unufual application. It is the beft prefervative againft 
fulfe or defultory reafoning in the compofer, and the fureft 
auxiliary to remembrance in thofe who are addreffed. Ele- 
gance of compofition requires that the joinings of the piece 
jhould not be too numerous, clumfy, or obtrafive to fight ; 
but by no means that they fhould be abfolutely concealed. 
The author of thefe Difcourfes has, therefore, in our judg- 
ment, fet out on a wrong principle; but it is nearly the beft 
thing we have to concede in favour of the compofition of the 
firft half of this volume, that we can accufe him of no par- 
ticular adherence to it. 

Though he incurs little blame on this point, inftances 
of loofe, or of falfe reafoning too frequently occur; and 
fometimes little violations of grammar: aukward, obfcure, 
and affected phrafes, too often deform the ftyle; and we 
were particularly ftruck with the wild profufion, or rather 
confufion of mixed and difcordant metaphors. We are pre- 
pared to produce examples, more than fuflicient, of all the 
imperfections we have mentioned ; but as the author, in the 
latter Difcourfes, has been confiderably more correét, and may 
be induced, by the intimations we have given, to beftow a 
careful revifion on his fecond volume, which we hope may not 
yet be printed, we fhall content ourfelves with exhibiting a 
fpecimen of a certain naufeous and canting ftyle, to which we 
have the utmoft averfion. ‘ Notes of mellifiuous gratitude— 
Pait, prefent, and future, /rweet/y linked together—How pre- 
cious is our Jefus !—Love-exalting page, &c.’ 

The volume before us contains feventeen fermons, the fub- 
jects of which are as follow.—I. On Contentment. If. The 
Chrif- 
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Chriftian contrafted with the Mofaic Difpenfation. III. The 
Danger of halting between two Opinions. IV. The Cha- 
ratter of Chrift’s Friends, ftated and examined. V. Marks, 
whereby we may knowif that Character be our’s. VI. Chrif- 
tian Fortitude. VII. An Enguiry into the Nature of reli- 
gious Meditation. VIII. The Objeéts of religious Meditation. 
IX. The Divine Exemplar, X. On the Firft Commandment. 


XI. On the Second Commandment. XII. On the Third Com-. 


mandment. XIII. On Vows. XIV. A Delineation of the vir- 
tuous Character. XV. The Rewards of Virtue at Death, 
XVI. The Rewards of Virtue in a future State, XVII. The 
Nature and Confequence of impious Principles. | 

In the thirteenth Sermon, on Vows, Mr. Turner has criti- 
cally examined the nature of Jephtha’s vow; and has, we 
think, eftablifhed his own notion of it, againit the common 
opinion of commentators, on folid grounds. A fhort extra& 
will pive our readers fome idea of the preacher’s particular 
fentiment, 

* What had mifled them (the commentators) is, that the 
Septuagint and Vulgate, render the words of Jephtha, 
** Whatfoever cometh forth to meet me,”’ in the mafculine, 
as if he had faid—whofoever, or what perfon foever cometh 
forth, whereas the original is really indeterminate. Again, 
they did not attend to the particle ufed, which fhould be taken 
in the disjunctive fenfe, or, inftead of the conjunétive and. 
This is what fome judicious critics have fince clearly fhewn to 
be the right fignification both here and elfewhere: fo that 
Jephtha’s words fhould be rendered ‘* fhall furely be the 
Lord’s, or'I will offer it for a burnt offering.”? That is, if 
it be a human creature, he or fhe fhall be confecrated to the 
fervice of God, as fome fort of Nazarites were; or if a 
beaft, it fhall be offered up for a burnt-offering if it be fit for 
it; if not, it fhall be exchanged, at the pleafure of the prictt, 
for another that is fo,’ 

This Sermon, and thofe which fucceed it are,"upon the 
whole, better written than thofe preceding. Though we 
fhould not recommend any of them as models of fine writing, 
Or even of eloquence, to which, from the title, they ought 
to have fome claim, it would be unjuft to deny, that many of 
them contain a great deal of good matter, and that all are 
written with a pious earnelinefs, which may render them con- 
ducive to Chriftian edification. For which reafon, as well as 
becaufe the author has publifhed them partly with a view ta 
acquire fome aid toward the education of a numerous young 
family, we heartily with them many readers. 
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A T veatife on the Adminiftr ation of the Finances of France. By 


Mr. Necker. Tranflated from the genuine French Edition, 


1784, by Thomas Mortimer, Efg. Three Volumes. 8vo. 11. 13 
in Boards. Johnfon. 


T was a fubje&t of admiration in Europe, to fee an obfcure 
man, without prétenfions, titles, or conne¢tion; at the head 

of the adminiftration of the finances, in a kingdom whofe no- 
bles are eager for employment in the fervice of the fovereign. 
Yet monf. Necker maintained his ftation, ifnot with dignity, at 
lJeaft with the credit of profound attention, and inflexible in- 
tegrity ; and France owes to thefe qualities; and to the hu- 
mane attentions of madame Necker, fomié very falutary re- 
gulations. If we look more nearly into the fubje&t, we fuf- 
pe&t it will appear, that our author was more diftinguifhable 
as a financier than a ftatefman; he was an exaét accountant 
rather than a great minifter, as he has been oftentatioufly 
called. While confined to his office, he excited no jealoufy ; 
when he aimed at a feat in the council of ftate, he foon fell. 


_ His fall, however, feems to be marked with nore of the cha- 
racteriftics of a great mind. In his introdu€tion, he complains 


of it, and complains with a feminine weaknefs: his tears are 
{aid to have been drawn for the lofs'which the ftate has fuf- 
tained ; but the mind which feels its own dignity will permit 
no confideration to detract from it. He may regret his fail; 
and the misfortunes of his country ; but he will be ftill him- 
Jelf, unruffled and unmoved. 

As a financier, monf. Necker aequired much credit. He 
provided refources for the firft years of an expenfive war, with- 
out additional taxes, and left more ample fupplies in the trea 
fury than he found in it. It has been indeed fuggefted, that, by 
thefe exertions, the ftrength of the ftate was fo much weak: 
ened as to require fupplies more than equivalent in the fub- 
fequent period; but there is much reafon to think, that thefe 
fuggeftions are rather the fhafts of calumny, aimed at the 
only part where a wound could, without danger of deteétion; 
be inflicted. We know the wonderful effects of order and re- 
pularity i in every department of this kind ; and we fee nothin 
in his a€&tions which may not be jtteweed for by thefe, joined 
with the details which we meet within the volumes before us. 
They are indeed rich in the treafures of political arithmetic : 
the facts are valuable, becaufe they are probably very near the 
truth; but it is for fatts only that we efteem them. The re- 


_fle&tions are often trifling and jejune ; fometimés erroneous, 


We have many works on political arithmetic in our own lan- 
Vou. LXI, Fed. 1786. I 
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guage, of a much higher value with refpect to their rea- 
foning. oy | 

In the introduétion, filled with much egotifm, and fome 
very trifling fubjeéts, our author difplays what a minifter of 
finance ought to be; and what 4e was. A man of.real dignity 
does not {peak of himfelf; but we fhall not dwell on it; for 
we own that it has diminiffted our refpet for monf. Necker. 
He then proceeds to an account of all the taxes in France, 
The parti-ulars are not eafily underftood by an Englifh read- 
er; fo that we may obferve that they exceed five hundred and 
eighty-five millions of livres *. Thefe are followed by gene- 
yal reflections on the extent of the taxes; and this chapter is 
diftinguifhed by candour and humanity. Our author does not 
feem to be well informed on the fubject of the Britifhr taxes, 
their comparative burthen on the poor, or the quantity of cir- 
culating fpecie. We think that he is miftaken on all thefe 
fubjects ; but they are of little confequence to his general ar- 

ument. The expences in collecting the taxes is then examin- 
ed, and found to be about 10 4 per cent: we fufpect that, con- 
fidering every circumftance, England 1s not fo cheaply ferved. 
The two next chapters are on the favings which might be ftilf 
made in the colleétion; but thefe regulations are local, and 
would not be eafily underitood : our author’s plans, perhaps 
by the fuperior weight of influence, were only partially tried, 
and, after trial, were rejeéted. The two following chapters 
are on tle convertion of all the taxes into a land ora poll-tax. 
The former of thefe contains fome very judicious refleGions ; 
But we have -feen them already im vaiious fhapes: the next 
ehapter is on the number of revenue officers. Monf. Necker 
then proceeds to the population of the kingdom, which he 
thinks amounts to twenty-five, or nearly twenty-fix millions of 
inhabitants. But we much fufpect his data; for the ftrange 
difproportion of births in the years 1773 and 1774, which, in 
the Jatter year exceeded the former by 39,170, an excefs not 
progreflional, or in any way accounted for, leads us to doubt 
greatly of the accuracy with which the lifts are kept. In the 
year 1777, the births exceed thofe of the preceding and fuc- 
ceeding years, by above fifty thoufand. ‘The caufes of the 
variation of population, which menf. Necker mentions, wilt 





* inftead of. actually reducing the feveral fums, we fhall add an eafy rule 
for this purpofe. Strike off from the number of livres the two figures on 
the right hatid, multiply the reft by 4, increafe the product by one-tenth of 
itfelf, and the Jum js the anfwer required. Thus 100,0c0 livres is equal to 


' goo. 
£. 4400; for toc,oloo X 4 == 4000, and aceo + — or 4000 -+ goo = 


440°. 
not 














Treatife on the Adminiftration of the Finances of France. 13 


not account for thede great difproportions, nof thefe fudden 
changes. We fhall extract the following chapter entire, as it 
recapitulates the whole. 

‘«°The whole extent of the kingdom, exclufive of Corfica, 
confifts of twenty-fix thoufand nine hundred and fifty-one fquare 
leagues, twenty-five to a degree ; confequently, of two thou- 
fand two hundred and eighty-two, two-fifths toifes, (French 


fathoms) per. league. 
‘ Its population confifts of twenty-four millioas fix hundred 


feventy-fix thoufand inhabitants *. 


¢ This allows nine hundred and fixteen individuals, for every 


fquare league. 

‘ Its taxes amount to five hundred and eighty-four millions, 
four hundred thoufand livres +, which is twenty-one thoufand 
fix hundred and eighty four livres per {quare league. 

‘ And twenty-three livres, thirteen fous, eight deniers per 
head, for perfons of all ages, and of both fexes.’ 

Monf. Necker then enumerates the taxes, immunities, po-« 
pulation, extent, and principal refources of each generality, 
into which the kingdom is divided. The facts in this chapter 
are numerous and valuable; and the exactnefs of the returns 
in general cannot be fufpeéted. But there is much reafon to 
think that the population is exaggerated ; that of the city of 
Paris, in particular, eftimated at about fix hundred and fifty 
thoufand, fhould certainly be much reduced, if we would come 
near the truth. Next follows an account of the extent, taxes, 
and population of Corfica, and the colonies. Corficay. we find, 
does not produce a fufficient income to defray the expences of its 
civil eftablifhment. The firft volume concludes with general ob- 
fervations on the reform of the taxes, which we cannot abridge : 
indeed they are chiefly local, and not diftinguithed by their 
depth ; nor are they of that general comprehenfive nature, as 
to be eafily applied to other countries. 

In the fecond volume, the firft objet is a propofal to equal- 
ize the taxes on falt. This fubftance forms a very confiderable 
fource of the French revenue ; though, as ufual, when taxes 
are carried fo high, the means of raifing a fupply is often de- 
ftruétive to it. The contraband trade in falt exceeds the 
greateft expectations ; and the brigades, to prevent this trade 
in general, we find amount to twenty-three thoufand men. 
The whole of the fubjeét is well and clearly explained. The 
tobacco tax is next explained, which, like all the other French 





¢ * Twenty-four millions eight hundred thoufand inhabitants, including 
Corfica, whofe population confifts of one hundred and twenty-four thoufand 


fouls.’ 
‘ + Five hundred and eighty-five millions, including che taxes paid by 


Corfica, which amount to fix hundred thoufand livres.’ 
Iz | taxes, 
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taxes, by various immunities, is partial, opprefiive, and witlr 
difficulty examined. The third chapter is more general, and 
contains ‘ Obfervations on the Duties an Importation and Ex- 


4 portation ;. with Reflections. and Refearches on the Ballance of 


the Commerce of France.’ In confidering this fubject our 
author, in fome inftances, makes the proper allowances ; but 


im other's he is deficient. The following obfervations deferve 
attention. 


‘I will fuppofe that, either from fixed ideas, or from con- 
jeCtures, a general ftatement is made of the importations and 
éxportations of a kingdom; a valuation in money muft necef- 
farily be made of each part of this double commerce, if we 
with to know the amount of the balance of the commercial 
exchanges; now this valuation, as it is ufually made, is ex- 
tremely imperfect. 

- © Let us apply this propofition m the firft place, to merchan- 
dife imported, and let us take France for an example, that we 
may avoid the confufion that would arife from the generical 
words ef country, or kingdom. 

© Let a valuation then be made in France, of the merchan- 
dife of foreign countries, according to the current price of thofe 
commodities in. the centre of the kingdom, or in one of its 
principal commercial towns; the debt contrafted by the ftate 
will, by this method, be greatly exaggerated; for the current 
price of foreign commodiiies in France, is compofed not only 
of the fum paid for them to the nation who has fold them, but 
lakewife of the duties of entry exacted at the different cuftom- 
houfes ; and laftly, of the profit or intereft on the advances 
made by the French merchants, who have imported them as 
objedis of trade: yet, of thefe three articles juft recapitulated, 
anly the fom paid to the foreign feller 1s a debt of the king- 
dom. 

The expences of carriage, or of freight, are likewife com- 
prifed | in the current value of foreign merchandife ;. now if this. 
freight has been gained by the national thipping, a fill greater 
deception will happem in the ftatement of the balance of com- 
merce, if the merchandize imported is valued according to the 
current price in the kitgdom.? 

The facts on which his eftimates are founded, are not very 
particularly and accurately ftated ; but he’eftimates the balance 
in favour of the kingdom at feventy millions of livres. This 
balance chiefly arifes from the produéts of their Welt India 
iflands, and the foreign fale of their manufaétures. This is infift. 
ed.on with fome force ; but it muft be very evident, without any 


particular affiftance from the cuftom-houfe books. We allow 


France to be an ingenious and flourifhing nation ; but, if the’ 


fubje& were examined with a critical eye, we fufpedt that the 
balance would be fomewhat leflened. Many deductions occur 


to 
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‘to us, which the author has not made. We-ought to add that, 
in monf. Necker’s opinion, the ftate of exchange 1s but a fa- 
perficial and erroneous method of judging of the favourable 
balance in the commerce of a nation. 

The fourth chapter contains general ideas on the reform of 
the cuftoms.; and the four following ones relate to the confti- 
tution of, and the arrangements in, the provincial affemblies. 
The obfervations on thefe febjects are chiefly local. 

The next object of attention is the clergy. They-are exempt 
from moft of the taxes, and their fubfidies are in general free 
gifts; but they tax themfelves for this purpofe, and they raife 
above ten millions of livres annually. About two hundred 
and fifty thoufand of thefe are appropriated to the Royal Hof- 
pital of Invalids. The king adds two millions five hundred 
thoufand livres to the refidue ; and the whole is applied to the 
‘general debt, occafioned by the free gifts, and to other pub~ 
dic works. The wifole income of the clergy is efimated at one 
hundred and ten millions of livres. Some very juft and humane 
reflections, ‘ on the difpofal of benefices,’ conclude this fubje&t. 

The eleventh chapter contains ‘ Refearches and Reflections 
on the national Debt of France, and the Means of paying it.’ 
Schemes of this kind are fo often vifionary, and, from various 
caufes, fo feldom pratticable, that we fkall only obferve, that 
monf. Necker propofes to convert the funds into life-annuities. 
The ftate of the public expences in France, is fill tefs an ob- 
ject of our attention ; but the facts are the more curious, fince 
they have not been before publifhed; and they will afford 
fome valuable information refpecting the itate of the king. 
dom, and a comparifon of the French and Englith finances, 
The volume concludes with a fupplement, relating to fome 
little differences between our author’s account, and that in the 
French edi&, in 1784. 

The firft part of the third volume relates to the weight ef 
money, and circumftances relative to the coinage. ‘The fub- 
je& is complicated, and too long for our inveltigation at pre- 
fent: that part of it which relates to the profit of the fove- 
reign on coinage, is in a great meafure new, and, with a few 
reftrictions, we believe very correct. ‘The quantity of {pecie 
in France is faid to amount to two thoufand two hundred mil- 
lions of livres. ‘The increafe of f{pecie during the laft peace, 
was confiderable, and it is calculated by our author with fome 
accuracy: the increafe in other nations is examined and cal- 

-culated ; but with fo few foundations in fact, that we fhall 
net follow the detail. The advantages and inconveniencies, 
arifing from an increafe of the fpecie, and the progrefs of 
luxury, are connected with the former fubject, and examined, 
at fome length, with great propriety. 
3 The 
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The three next chapters are mifcellaneous ; ‘ on the For- 
tunes of Financiers ;’ ‘ Reflections on the Solicitations of the 
Great, and the Neceflity of refifting them with Firmneds ;’ and 
* on the Places which enoble the Poffeffers:? the number of 
the laft excites our author’s attention ; and he labours to fhew 
that thefe kinds of rewards have been mifapplied, and are in- 
jurious to the kingdom. 

Monf Necker then proceeds to work-houfes, hofpitals, and 
prifons. All thefe were much improved during his fuperin- 
tendance ; but he candidly allows, that farther improvements 
are ftill neceflary, There are, we find, above feven hundred 
public hofpitals, and about one hundred private {maller ones : 
the number accommodated are from one hundred to one hun- 
dred and ten thoufand perfons: the incomes (of which nearly 
one-fourth belongs to the Hotel Dieu, and the great hofpital in 


Paris), exceed eighteen millions of livres. For the army and 


navy, there are about feventy inftitutions of this kind; and 
the ufual number of fick is about fix thoufand. After fome 
obfervations on the neceflary reformation, monf. Necker pro- 
cured the eftablifhment of one, under the ftricteft regulations ; 
and the eveekly expence of each patient was, in 1779, equal to 
four fhillings and eleven pence fterling; but it giadually in- 
cyeafed,s thOugh in 1783, is was only five fhillings and three 

ence. We mention thefe facts, for the example of the different 
hofpitals in this kingdom. The very neceflary reforms in the 
Hotel-Dieu were made by monf. Necker; and the new re- 
gulations {uperintended by madame Necker, who was alfo very 


-inftrumental in the improved management of the new inftitu- 
.tions. Monf. Necker alfo reformed the prifons ; and his re- 
‘gulations are very ufeful and humane: they may be attended 
.to, and imitated with advantage ; but is the Battile in its for- 


mer ftate ? it is not mentioned in this work, except to enume- 
rate expences requifite to its fupport. 

Some farther refleCtions on the § Commerce of Corn ;’ in- 
quiries ‘ on the clearing of Wafte Lands,’ then follow; but 
they prefent nothing of fufficient importance to induce us 
to enlarge. ‘ Reflections on the Intereft of Money, the 
Maintenance.ef Public Credit, and the Circulation of Specie, 
are of more importance; but our article is already extenfive. 
A great part of this chapter is employed in arguments to 
eftablith the credit of the French funds; but, though many 
of the circumitances fuppofed neceflary for this purpofe, con- 
curred ip 1782, the loan of that year was not filled. Monf. 
Necker fays, becaufe one of the conditions was a, reimburfe- 
ment, which was diftrufted,—a diftruft always fatal where, in 
the beft fituation, the lender depends on the life of the mo- 
march, Our author contraits the facility with which the loans 

were 
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were filled in England, and gives many good reafons for the 
different events, but the firft and greateft is general public con- 
fidence, which occafions a ftruggle to be in the firit lifts, be- 
caufe the fubfcriptions may be again immediately fold with 
advantage. ‘The great number of fubfctibers is therefore a 
little “| 

We next receive an account of an infitution eftablithed at 
Paris, inftead of the pawn-brokers, called Mont de Piété ; and 
‘afterwards fome obfervations on, or rather a defence of, the 
mode of borrowing on life-annuities. The moft ufeful method 
of receiving the affiftance which the liberality of patriotifin 
may ofter, is then explained, and the impolicy of the droits 
d’aubane clearly pointed out. The twenty-fixth chapter is 
on Banks, particularly the Bank of England, and its illegi- 
timate child, the Caffe d’Efcompte, which is perhaps not fo 
firmly re-eftablifhed as monf, Necker fuppofes. This chapter, 
however, contains fome yery valuable information. The reft 
of the work is fo mifcellaneous, that we muft content ourfelves 
with tran{cribing the titles of the feveral chapters: ‘ Regu- 
larity in the Royal Exchequer; Ideas of the Eftablifhment 
of a general Board, for Refearches and Information ; on the 
(Economy of ‘Time; the Spirit of Syfem; the Nomination 
to the Offices of Intendants of Provinces; the Change of 
Principles and Perfons in the Adminiftration of the Finances ; 
a concife Enumeration of the Sources of the Power of France ; 
and a Declamation againf{ War, with Arguments againft it in 
a political View, and Anfwers to its Apologifts,’ ‘The yolume 
concludes with the author’s reafons for undertaking the work ; 
and this part refembles too much the introduétion, 

We cannot conclude this article, without oyr com- 
mendations of the tranflator, who has executed this uncom- 
monly difficult tafk with great clearnefs and precifion. Thofe 
will beft underftand his merits who have looked into the ori- 
ginal, which, to ordinary readers, is fcarcely intelligible, 
from the numeroys terms feldom met with in the ufual publi- 
cations, ne 





The Stru&ure and Phyfiology of Fifkes explained, and compared 


with thofe of Man and other Animals. Illuftrated with Fi- 
gures. By Alexander Monro, M.D. of Edinburgh. Lar ge 
Folio. 2/. 25. in Boards. Robinfon, 


awh is another attempt of the induftrious profeffor, (whofe 

‘ Obfervations on the Nervous Syftem,’ we reviewed in 
our fifty-fixth volume), to illuftrate a fubje& hitherto imper- 
| feetly underftoood, ‘This work, however, may be confidered 
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as anatomical rather than phyfiological ; for we have very 
little fatisfagtory information relating to the different funétions 
of thefe animals. The ftru&ture is illuftrated with plates ; 
but, with a very few exceptions, ‘they do not deferve a better 


- charaéter than thofe which deformed Dr. Monro’s laft work. A 


few of thefe plates, engraved by J. Beugo, have a clearnefs 
and brilliancy which are ftrongly contrafted by the black in- 
diftin engravings of Mr. Donaldfon: yet a few of this lai 
gentleman’s works feem to be rifing into a kind of relief : 
we hope they are the dawnings of improvement. 

The anatomy of fithes was not wholly unknown. About 
the latter end of the Jaft century, Dr. Samuel Collins pub- 
lifhed two volumes in folio, on the anatomy, phyfiology, and 
pathology, of the human body, illuftrated by that of different 
animals, Fifhes contribute to the illuftration : many feem to 
have been diffeéted, and numerous reprefentations of their 
ftru€ture are fubjoined. The plates are engraved by Faithorne, 
a man of no mean abilities, and they are executed with great 
ftrength and clearnefs. . The inaccuracies in the human ana- 
tomy have leffened the charaéter of that work ; and it is now 
in little credit, or almoft unknown. Yet the frydure of anix 
mals is delineated with tolerable fidelity ; and we muft con- 
fefs that we have been indebted to it for more clearly com- 
prehending fome of Dr. Monro’s defcriptions. The part of 
the work before us, which defcribes the lymphatics and lac- 
teals of aquatic animals, is entirely new, and more certainly 


‘original. 


Our author begins with defcribing the heart, veffels, and 
circulation of fifhes. The diftribution of the blood in the gills 


is aftonifhingly extenfive, and every particle muft be expofed 
to the water, - 


¢ For in each fide of the bady of a fkate there are four dou- 


ble gills, or gills with two fides each, and one fingle gill; or 


there are in all eighteen fides or furfaces on which the branchia} 


‘artery is fpread out. On each of thefe fides there are about 
‘fifty divifions, or doublings of the membrane of the gills. Each 


divifion has on each fide of it one hundred and fixty fubdi- 
vifions, doublings, or folds of its membrane; the Jength of 


- each of sieved in avery large fkate, is about one-eighth of an 


inch, and its breadth about one-fixteenth of an inch. So that 
in the whole gills there are one hundred and forty-four thou- 
fand fubdivifions or folds, the two fides of each of which are 
equal to the fixty-fourth part of a fquare inch; or the furface 
of the whole gills in a large fkate is equal to two thoufand twa 
hundred and fifty fquare inches, that is, to more than fifteen 
{quare feet, which have been fuppofed equal to the whole ez- 
ternal ! furface of the human body. When, after a good a a 
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ef the artery, a microfcope is applied, the whole extent of the 
membrane of the gills is feen covered with a beautiful net work 
of exceedingly minute veffels.’ 

In the obfervations on the circulation of the blood we find 
yemarks both of a trifling and an important nature, Dr. 
Monro thinks, that the thick coats of the bronchial veins 
really poffefs g mufcular power; in proof of this opinion, he 
alleges, that in the mefenteric veins, and vena portarum of 
an ox, he can demonftrate a truly mufcular coat. Mr. Hunter, 
we are told, has been fuccefsfully employed in fome experi- 
ments, to afcertain the real mufcular power of the blood-vef- 
fels, independent of their elafticity ; and we hope he will en- 
able us to refume the fubje& by their publication. Confider- 
able dilatations in the abdominal veins, are owing, in Dr. 
Monrv’s opinion, to the temporary retardation of the blocd, 
by the fuperior weight of water; but, as they occur in the 
lymphatic fyftem alfo, it is probable that they accomplifh fome 
other and more latent purpofe. 

¢ The laft remark I fhall make is, That, the circulation of 
the blood being carried on in the cartilaginous fifhes in the fame 
manner as in the offeous or pifces of Linnzus, and the whole 
mafs of blood pafling through their gills, they muft breathe re- 
gularly and uninterruptedly to furnifh blood to the brain and 
other organs, or they cannot poffefs the pulmo arbitrarius as is 
fuppofed by Linnzus: fo that there appears no jut reafon for 
clailing them with the amphibia. 

¢ In the animals which are commonly reckoned amphibious, 
to wit, the tortoife, the frog, the lizard, and the ferpent, a 
part only of the mafs of blood paffes through the lungs. In 
the frog’ and common fmall lizard, branches are fent off from 
the aorta, which, if we may judge from their fize, convey 
about one-third part of the whole mafs. In the tortoife, the 
ferpent, and {rch of the lizard tribe as have two auricles and 


ventricles, a greater proportion paffes through the lungs. in 


the fea tortoife, the blood from the Jungs paffes into the left 
auricle, and from it into the left ventricle. From the left ven- 
tricle it is tran{mitted, by tran{verfe canals or holes in the fep- 
tum between the ventricles, into the right ventricle, where it 
is mixed with the blood which is fent from the venz cavz 
through the right auricle. All the arteries, therefore, take 
their rife from the right ventricle ; and the pulmonary arteries 
are confiderably fmaller than thofe which lupply the place of 


“‘Qor aorta. 


' © In all thefe animals, therefore, every part of the body may 
receive a confiderable portion of blood, although the. refpira- 
tion and free paflage of the blood through their lungs be inter- 
yupted. Hence they are not under the fame neceflity with the 
mammalia birds, and fifhes, of breathing frequently, regularly, 
pr alternately ; or they enjoy the pulmo arbitrarius,’ 

Dr. 
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Dr. Monro next defcribes the mucous ducts which are very 
beautiful: they are attended by very numerous nerves; and, 
in one inflance, the nerve becomes pellucid, fo that the author 
thinks its nature is alfo changed. 

The watery liquors in the head, pericardium, and perito- 
neum of fifhes, next claim his attention. ‘They are falt,: but 
contain only about half the quantity of falt ufually found in the 
fame bulk of fea-water : in fome inftances, much lefs. There 
are paflages in fome fifhes, from whence the water may pafs 
out; bat a valve feems to’ be interpofed to exclude the en- 
trance of any. In the fkate too, the pericardium opens into 
the abdomen; but, from the ftructure of the dud, nothing 
ean pafs from thence into it. Dr, Monro thinks that fluids 
may pafs the valve, and that thefe liquors are derived from 
the fea; but they are lefs falt than fea-water ; and befides, 
in that way, they cannot get into the head or the pericardium. 
The reafon, which he appears to have overlooked, is probably 

. the following; fifhes, though they live in falt water, have no falt 
in their compofition ; and their abforbent veilels feem to fe- 
parate the pure water from the element in which they live ; 
yet, in different circumftances, this operation is not fo per- 
feéily performed as may be neceflary for the prefervation of the 
‘animal ; fo that another outlet is neceffary for the deleterious 
fubitance. It is, therefore, feparated by the veffels of the 
pericardiam and abdomen, and from thence paffes out. That 
‘the liquor 1s recrementitious is evident from its being in fome 
inftances connected with the urinary organs; and it is by na 
means certain, that it has not fome outlet from the head. In 
man we find there are iecretory organs, to throw out what 
may have been abforbed by the indifcriminate operation of 
other veffels ; fo that our opinion is fupported by analogy, 
‘The other fecreted organs, and their liquors, afford nothing 
which deferves attention, or that we can abridge. 

The moft curious organ of fifhes is the {wimming bladder. 
Dr. Monro defcribes its various appearances, and the commu- 
nications, In fome genera, between it and the ftomach: he 
renders it probable, that the air either pafles from the ftomach, 
or is produced by fecretion. ‘This fubject, however, is left in 
a very impeifeét ftate: we fhall fupply the imperfection by a 
few fats, and fome conjectures. It is highly probable that, 
in fome inftances, this bag leffens the {pecific gravity of the 
fith, and contributes to raife it in the water; but this is not 
always the cafe, for the bag is very fmall, in proportion to 
the fize of the animal, and not capable of aay very great en- 

.largement. This effect is therefore a fecondary one, and does 
not merit much confideration, ‘Lhe prisfary one is probably 
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to prevént bad air from mixing with the fluids, or as a re- 
ceptacle for that which has been admitted. We know that 
phlogiiticated air is deleterious to fifhes, and that they die if 


they have not a fupply of this element, in a proper ftate. At 


the fame time, they cannot always difcharge the foul air, con- 
taminated by their bodies, or fupplied from their food ;. fo 
that in fome inftances they drive it into this receptacle from 
the ftomach; in others, it is fecreted into it from the blood. 
Dr. Monro has not examined the nature of the air in the blad- 
der ; but we know it to be noxious, and it gives probability 
to our accounts. On every fuppofition, fome excretory duc is 
neceflary ; though none has been yet difcovered, and no one 
has thought of the means by which it is to be difcharged. We 
would fuggeft, though with great diffidence, that from the 
addition of phlogifton, in confequence of its being confined 
within an animal body, it may be changed to water, and 
exude through the pores into the abdomen, from whence there 
is a ready difcharge. We know that water, in an attenuated 
ftate, will pervade much clofer membranes. 

Dr. Monro next defcribes the abforbents of fifhes, with 
great accuracy; he has traced them to the furface, and de- 
monftrated that they are a diftinct fyftem of veflels,. with the 
fame properties as the human lymphatics. As thofe of 
fifhes have, however, no valves, it is probable that their 
coats, though thin, are really mufcular. Our author then 
attempts to refute Mr. Hewfon’s opinion relating to the 
{pleen, by fome obfervations on the {pleen of fifhes, and to efta- 
blifh his own title to the difcovery of the lymphatic fyftem, in 
thefe animals. ‘The refutation is very fuccefsful; but we be- 
lieve it is now unneceflary : we are forry fo ninch has been 
faid about the difcovery, by men of abilities ; for, in the fate 
in which this branch of anatomy then was, it lay ready for 
the firft and moft fuperficial enquirer. 

Our author proceeds to the brain, and organs of fenfe in 
fithes. The organs of feeing and fmell have been often de- 
{cribed : thofe of herrings have been already defcribed by Mr. 
Hunter, who is not, however, once mentioned by our author. 
It muft be acknowledged, that the defcription of the ear, in 
this volume, is more full, particular, and difcriminated, 
than that of Mr. Hunter, in the Philofophical Tranfaétions. 
We made large extracts from that paper, in our fifty-fifth vo- 


ume, page 410, and need not now enlarge on the fubject, or 


compare the accounts. 

The experiments on hearing in water, are very y inftruativ + 
We find that the tremors of the air are communicated readily 
to the water, and thofe of water to air; fo that tremors, ex- 

cited 
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cited by percuffion, can be heard when the head is either 
above or under water. When a bell is plunged in water, the 
found is more grave than in air; the bell, which in air founded 
the higheft G of a common harpfichord, in water founded a 
fifth falfe lower, or the C fharp under G. 


From the account of the eyes of fifhes, we fhall fele& the 
following remarks. 


* Upon the whole, therefore, we are led to the conclufion, 
that the primary ufe of the almoft completely fpherical figure 
of the cryftalline lens of fifhes, or great convexity efpecially of 
the anterior part of their lens, which I find projeéts in the cod 
about feven fortieths of an inch beyond the iris, is to take ina 
Jarge. field of the objects around them ; which was particular!: 
neceflary, as the motion of their neck is inconfiderable. , 

‘ To enable them, with the fame length of the axis of the 
eye as in the quadruped, to colle& into a focus on the retina 
the rays of light coming from the denfe medium of water, four 
chief circumftances concur. 

‘ In the firit place, we obferve that their cryftalline lens is 
more convex, or compofed of portions of fmaller {pheres, than 
in land-animals. 

‘ Inthe next place, we have found that their cryftalline lens 
is, mn correfponding parts, much more denfe than in animals 
which live m air. 

‘ Thirdly, that the lens in fifhes poffefles powers of refraCting 
fight far beyond what have been calculated by authors, who 
have proceeded.on the fuppofition that thefe powers were pro-. 
portioned nearly to its {pecific gravity. 

* In the laft place, the vitreous humour of fithes being light- 
er than that of Jand-animals, the rays of light iffuing from 
their lens will be refracted in a greater degree, or brought 
fooner to a focus.’ 


The next fubje& of enquiry is the anatomy of the fepia lo- 
ligo, the ink-fifh, Our author fufpeéts the black fluid to be 
the bile-of the animal; and to be merely a recrementitious 
liguor. 

The defcription of the anatomy of the echinus marinus, 
was read to the Philofophical Society, at Edinburgh, in the 
year 1761. We are forry that we can neither analyfe or 
abridge it; for it is extremely curious: we can. only hint, 
that the perforations in the fhell of this animal are intended 
for the paflage of abforbents ; and that abforption feems to be 
carried on by means of mufcular action. With this account 
the volume concludes. : 

This work contains fifty tables, fo that it would lead us too 
far, even with the utmoft concifenefs, to explain their fubjeés. 
It is enough to remark, that they are intended to illuftrate 
every part of the defcription; and, if properly executed, 


would 
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would have been very valuable: at prefent, they fupply the 
neceflary defects of language very imperfectly. 

If we examine this work as a whole, we fhall find great rea- 
fon to commend the induftry and attention required in fo many 
laborious diffections ; we cannot praife the author very highly 
for acute comprehenfion, or penetrating fagacity. His induc- 


tions are, however, generally clear; and, fo-far as. they ex- 


tend, always accurate. We with him to. purfue the fubject ; 
for much remains to be examined, and many doubts, parti- 
cularly in the phyfiology of fifhes, to be elucidated. 





A new Syftem of Modern Geography: or, a Geographical, Hif- 
torical, and Commercial Grammar ; and prefent State of the 
feveral Kingdoms of the World. By William Guthrie, Efqe 
The Afironomical Part by James Fergufon, F. R.S. The 
Third Editien, with great Additions and Improvements, and a@ 
copious Index. Hluftrated with a Set of large and accurate 


Maps. 4to. 11,155. im Boards ; the Maps balf-bound. Dilly 
and Robinfon. , 


WE have feldom examined a work fo ufeful in its original 
form, and fo much improved in the fubfequent edi- 
tions, as the Syftem now before us. It contains fuch a fund 
of information, drawn from various fources, that it has a 
powerful claim to be confidered as a repofitory of valuable 
knowledge.—-Of the improvements in the prefent edition, a 
general account is givenin the following advertifement. 


* The original Preface fo fully explains the general plan.of 
the work, that it feems only neceflary to give fome account of 
thofe additions and alterations which the flu€tuation of ftates 
and of human affairs renders unavoidable. : 

© Since the lait quarto edition came from the prefs, the flock 
of geographical and political knowledge has been much in- 
creafed, by the publication of fome valuable accounts of tra- 
vels and voyages. Thefe have been carefully perufed; and 
from them are now added many interefting particulars relative 
to Ruffia, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, Spain, Switzerland, the 
two Sicilies, the Eaft Indies, the iflands in the Pacific Ocean, 
the weltern parts of North America, Hudfon’s Bay, and other 

laces. 
ess Amidft the public events which afford matter for hiftorical 
jiatrative, this edition contains a faithful account of the moft 
important tranfactions in the late war between Great Britain 
and her colonies, and alfo with the powers of France, Spain, 
and Holland ; the feveral fteps leading to a general peace, and 
the eftablithment of the independence of the American ftates. 
Nor has lefs. attention been paid to the difpute between the em- 


peror of Germany and the Dutch; and to-the various changes’ 


which have happened among other ftaies on the continent. 


‘In 
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* In thofe parts of the work which relate to the origin of 
nations, and their manners and fyitems of religion, the addi- 
tions are too numerous to be fpecified. The lateft difcoveries 
and obfervations, from the moft approved authorities, are blend- 
ed with the former narrative; and enlargements, equally au- 
thentic, have been made with refpect to the geographical and 
hiftorical accounts of each country. 

* That the work might farther merit its diftinguithed repu- 
tation, the maps have not only been accurately examined, and 
greatly improved, by the moft eminent artifts, but feven new 
plates are added, illuftrating the alterations refulting from the 
eftablifhment of the American ftates, the difmemberment of 
Poland, the late acquifitions of Ruffia, and other European 

owers, the difcoveries in the Southern Ocean *, &c. 

¢ When the great number of -maps, with the addition of ac 
leaft one hundred pages of letter-prefs, and a confiderable en- 
Jargement of the Index, are confidered, the proprietors may 
with truth affure the public, that the alteration in the price is 
far from being adequate to the attention, pains, and expence, 


_ which have been employed to give this work an additional claim 


to general notice and approbation.” 


. This advertifement does not exaggerate the merits of the 
prefent edition, and, in fome refpects, leaves them undif- 
played, particularly with regard to chronological, and other 
fcientific improvements. 

’ In the account of the northern countries, we obferve that 
due attention has been paid to Mr. Cox’s judicious remarks, 
relative not only to the topographical ftate of the different na- 
tions, but their revenues, inftitutions, and many mii{cellaneous 
circumftances, derived from this intelligent traveller, and 
others of refpectable authority. 

In what relates to the Netherlands, we perceive that the 
hiftory is enlarged ; and a perfpicuous account is given of the 
late differences between the Dutch and the emperor of Ger- 
many. 

Many enlargements are made to the narrative concerning 
Switzerland, and likewife to that of Spain and the Two Si- 
cilies, from the entertaining Travels of Mr. Swinburne. We 
obferve alfo, that the hiftory of Spain and Portugal, which 
in the former editions was delivered conjunétly, is now very 
properly feparated; and a particular account is given of the 
fovereigns, and all the memorable tranfactions in each king- 
dom. : 


_—— 





‘ * Befides a large chart of the World, comprehending the tracks and 
difcoveries of captain Couk, &c. the maps of Hindoftan, China, Ruflia, 
England, the Seven United Provinces, the Auftrian, French, and Dutch 
Netherlands, the Britifh dominions in America, and of the Thirteen United 
States, -are entirely new.” 
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In defcribing the manners and cuftoms of the Turks in 
Europe and Afia, the editor has added to the narrative, from 
different fources, among which we find the refpectable autho- 
rities of colonel Mance, and baron de Tott. We fhall infert 
the following defcription of Conftantinople. 

‘ Conflantinople is at this day one of the finett cities in the 
world by its fituation and its port. The profpect from it 1s no- 
ble. The mof regular part is the Befeitin, inclofed with walls 
and gates, where the merchants have their fhops excellently 


ranged. In another part of the city is the Hippodrome, an. 


oblong fquare of 400 paces by 200, where they exercife on 


horfeback. The Meidan, or parade, is a large {pacious f{quare, 


the general refort of all ranks. On the oppofite fide of the 
port are four towns, but confidered as a part of the fuburbs, 
their diftance being fo fmall, a perfon may eafily be heard on the 
other fide. They are named Pera, Galata, Pacha, and Tophana. 
In Pera, the foreign ambaffadors and all the Franks or ttrangers 
refide, not being permitted to live in the city; Galata alfo is 
moftly inhabited by Franks and Jews, and is a place of great 
trade. The city abounds with antiquities: the tomb of Con- 
ftantine the Great is fill preferved. The mofque of St. Sophia, 
once a Chriftian church, is thought, in fome refpecs, to exceed. 
in grandeur and architecture St. Peter’s at Rome. The city is 
built in a triangular form, with the Seraglio ftlanding on a 
point of one of the angles, from whence there is a prof{pect of 
the delightful coaft of the Leffer Afia, which is not to be 
equalled. When we {peak of the feraglio, we do not mean the 
apartments ‘n which the grand fignior’s women are confined, as 
is commor:, jinagined, but the whole inclofure of the Ottoman 
palace, which might well fuffice for a moderate town. The 
wall which furrounds the feraglio is thirty feet high, having 
battlements, embrafures, and towers, in the ftyle of ancient 
fortifications. There are in it nine gates, but only two of 
them magnificent; and from one of thefe the Ottoman court 
takes the name of the Porte, or the Sublime Porte, in all pub- 
lic tranfaétions and records. Both the magnitude and popula- 
tion of Conftantinople have been greatly exaggerated by cre- 
dulous travellers. It is furrounded by a high and thick wall, 
with battlements after the Oriental manner, and towers, de- 
fended by a lined but fhallow ditch, the works of which are 
double on the land fide. The beft anthors think that it does 
not contain above 800,000 inhabitants, three-fourths of whom 
are faid to be Greeks and Armenians, and the reft are Jews and 
Turks. Others fuppofe the inhabitants not to exceed 600,080. 
The city hath been frequently affailed by fires, either owing 
to the narrownefs of the ftreets and the ftru@lure of the houfes, 
or the arts of the Janizaries. In Auguit 1784,. a fire broke out 
in the quarter fituate towards the harbour, and {pread into 
other quarters, and*about 10,000 houfes (moft of which had 
been rebuilt fince the fire in 1782) were confumed.’ 


Amidit 
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Amidft the enlargements made by the editor, he has not 
been inattentive to Paleftine, that country which muft always 
be held in particular veneration by every Chriftian reader. We 
fhall only tranfcribe the following paflage. 


¢ Under the government of Sheik Daher, the ally of the fa- 
mous Ali Bey, fome part of Paleftine revived. He enlarged 
the buildings and walls of St, John de Acre, formerly Ptole- 
mais, and fhewed great indulgence to the Chriftians. Its in- 
habitants were lately computed at 40,000. Caifa, which ftands 
on the declivity of Mount Carmel, diftant about zo miles from 
Acre, was alfo new built and enlarged by Daher. The ancient 
Joppa, now Jaffa, 50 miles weft from Jerufalem, ftands on a 
rocky hill, hath an harbour for {mall veffels, and its circumfe-: 
rence is about two miles. The number of inhabitants is 7000 ; 
the weftern part of the town is inhabited by Chriftians. The 
prefent ftate of Ramah is deplorable, its walls in decay, and 
moft of the houfes empty, though the number of inhabitants 
is ftill between 3 and 4000. Not a houfe is ftanding of the 
once magnificent city of Cefarea, but the remains of the walls 
teftify its former grandeur. Azotus is about two miles-in cir- 
cumference, the inhabitants are near 3000, and moftly Maho- 
metans: an old itructure is. fhewn here, with fine marble pil- 
lars, which 1s faid to be the houfe that Sampfon pulled down, 
when infulted by the Philiitines. Gaza is {till refpectable, it 
extends from eait to weft three miles, and is a mile in breadth, 
divided into the old and new town. The lait is inhabited by 
the inferior Turks and Arabs: the number of the inhabitants 
is reckoned to be 26,005. It is about five miles from the fea; 
and outfide the town is a market for the country people to dif- 
pote of ‘their commodities to the inhabitants, for they are not 
permitted to enter the town, ‘The country around is very fer 
tile, but its chief produce is corn, oil, wine, honey, bees-wax, 
flax, and cotton.’ 


Additions are made to the account of Hindoftan, relative 
to its divifions under different princes and rajahs, its govern- 
ment, inhabitants, religion, and cuftoms. ‘Thefe fubjects had 
formerly not been treated with fufficient precifion, and, from 


our increafing connection with that country, they become 


daily moge interefting to Britifh readers. Additional accounts 
of Egypt, and its chief cities, are likewife introduced ; and 
the late revolutions in that country are diftinétly related, 

In the accouat of America, equal attention-is obfervable, 
In-particular, we meet with an accurate defcription of the re- 
maining Britifh provinces in that quarter, with thofe now de- 
nominated the United States. 


With-regard to the difcoveries of the late circumnavigators, 


"many pages are added to the former defcription of the iflands 


ia the South Pacific Ocean, and the refearches which have 
haa | been 


~~ 
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been made in the weftern parts of North America. The cir- 
cumftances are fele€ted with judgment, and afford a compre- 
henfive view of thofe.numérous acquifitions lately made to 
geographical knowlege. 

We obferve large additions in what relates to the hiftory of 
the Britifh empire, accompanied with a detail of the import- 


ant tranfa&tions which preceded and followed the lait general, 


peace —The ftate of the Eaft India company, now fo clofely 
conneéted with the moft effential interelts of the nation, isa 
fubjec&t which merits great attention. The editor has accord~ 
ingly given a diftin& account of their’ poffeffions and trade, 
and of the late a&t of parliament for the regulation of the 
company’s affairs. ; 

So numerous are the improvements which have been made in 
the prefent edition of this valuable work, rendered fill more 
worthy of the public favour, by the maps with which it is now 
enriched, in a feparate volume. We mutt, therefore, acknow- 
ledge it to be the moft comprehenfive, and moft ufeful fyitem, 
of the kind, that has hitherto appeared. 


rt 





The Hiftory of Wales, in Nine Books: With an Appendix. By 
the Rev. William Warrington. 4to. 1. 18. in Boards. 
Johnfon. i ois 


At commencing the review of this work, we are naturally 

led to a comparifon of nations in a ftate of civilization 
and barbarifm. It is the glorious privilege of the former not 
only to flourifh in the arts of peace, but to confer fuperior 
Juftre on the warlike atchievements of their own people; 
while the latter are deftined to live in rude obfcurity, and, 
perhaps, to fink into oblivion. The fate of the Welfh re- 
fembles, in fome meafure, that of the ancient nations, which 
became fucceflively a prey to the irrefiftible inundation of the 
Greek and Roman power. They fought for their liberties 
with a perfeverance, which affords unqueftionable proof of 
their valour ; but the hiftory of their wars being chiefly tranf- 
mitted by the conquerors, there is reafon to think that the 
narrative is not only written with partiality, but muft often be 
deficient with refpeé&t to true information. 

Confidering the extraordinary attachment of the Welfh to 
the renown of their anceitors, it may juftly appear furprifing, 
that no native of that country has ever yet attempted a regue 
lar hiflory of the nation. But of a compofition of this nature 
their language afforded no example; and while the valiant 


exploits of their progenitors were celebrated in the fongs of 
Vou. LAI, Feb. 1786. K their 
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their Bards, they were little folicitous for that fame which 
could but faintly ftrike the imagination through the medium 
of inanimated records. ‘They.may now, however, congratu- 
late their country, that a writer has arifen, with a genius very 
different from that of the monk of Llancarvan, and traced 
the various. fortunes of the ancrent Britons, not only witha 
dignity fuitable to hiflorical compofition, but with fuch a de- 
gree of kiberal fympathy, as, had he not thought proper to 
inform us he is an Englifhman, we might have entertained an 
opinion that he derived his defcent from ancient Cambria. 

The reverend author fets out with a review of the Britiih 
hiltory before the retreat of the Romans from this country ; 
and, in the fecond book, continues the fubje& from this 
epoch to the period when the ancient Britons were driven 
into Wales, Cornwall, and Armorica. He juftly obferves, 
that the moft obvious defect m the national charatter of the 
Britons was a. negligence in eftablifhing a naval power ; though 
experience, and the nature of their fituation, pointed out the 
propriety of this meafure, as the only effectual means of con- 
tending with the Saxons, and of counteracting their defigns. 

The third Book contains an Account of the Wars between 
the Saxons and Welfh, to the Death of Roderic the Great. 
About the cammencement of this epoch, towards the end.of 
the fixth century, Cambria took the name of Wales; and the 
inhabitants ceafed to’ be denominated Britons, by which title 
they had been hitherto diftinguifhed. But their former feve- 
rity of fortune,.Mr. Wasrington obferves, continued to prr- 
fue this brave people in their laft afylum, as the conqueit of 
this barren domain became the object of ambition and policy 
to the Saxon and Norman princes. In this period of the Bri- 
tith hiftory, Cadwalader affords an example of that fupertti- 
tious weaknefs, which has aétuated a few other princes, even 
fince the decline of the dark-ages. 


‘ After.refiding fome time in the court of Bretaigne, fays 
the bifforian, Cadwalader prepared to return into Wales; hav- 
ing heard that the famine and peftilence had ceafed, and that 
the Saxons, with increaling power, were endeavouring to ex- 
tend their conquefts. With this view he colle&ed an army, 
compofed of his own fubje&s and his allies the Bretons, with a 
fuitable fleet to tranfport them acrofs the channel. In fucha 
fituation, 2 magn ,animous prince would either have refcued his 
country from its danger, or would have buried himfelf in its 
ruins. But juftat the time that Cadwalader was going te em- 
bark, he. was warned in a vifion,. which he fancied, to be a 
fudden impulfe:from. heaven, which directed him to lay afide 
the cares of, the world, and go immediately to Rame, to receive 
holy orders, from the hands of the pope. This illusion, a8 
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effe& of a weak. or diltempered mind, he communicated to the 
king of Bretaigne; who, probably from interetted moiives, 
took advantage of this incident to att on the weaknefs of this 
prince, and on the credulity of his nation ; which, in common 
with every other people in the fame ftage of refinenient, al- 
ways paid a high veneration to men, who, acting under thé 
impulfe of a warm and euthufiaftic {pirit, fancied themfelves 
indued with the power of revealing future events. 

‘ Having confulted the prophetic books of the two. Merlins, 
which were deemed facred as the pages of the Roman Sybils, 
Alan told him, they predicted the ruin of the Britifh empire, 
until the time that the bones of king Cadwalader fhould be 
brought back from Rome. He then advifed him to aét up tg 
the patriotic defign, and to follow the impufe of his vifion. 
Thus confirmed in the delufion, Cadwalader proceeded to 
Rome; and, agreeably to the interefted views of the Roman 


pontifis, was kindly received by pope Sergius. Aftet he had 
fubmitted to have his head fhaven, and to be inittated into the 


erder of white monks, Cadwalader lived eight years as a reli- 
gious reclufe ; exemplary in the piety of thofe.days, but ina 
fituation unworthy of a prince ; as it fecluded him from the 
practice of aétive virtue, and of confequence, from promoting 
the interefts of his people ; for which great end alone princes 
are delegated to rule mankind.’ 

In this part of the work, our author defcribés the modes 
of life, and private manners of the Welth, whofe chatacter 
bears a great refemblance to that of the other Celtic nations, 
‘They are reprefented to be a people light and nimble, and more 
fierce than ftrong. ‘Their chief fuflenance was cattle arid oats, 
befides milk, cheefe, and butter; though they ufually ate 
more plentifully of fiefh-meat than of bread. Being little 
engaged in the occupations of traflic, their time was chiefly 
employed in military affairs. ‘They entertained an idea that 
it was a difgrace to die in their beds, but an honoar to fall 
in the field. There was not a beggar to be feen in the whole 
country, for the tables were common to all ; and hofpitality 
was efteemed one of the chief virtues; Pride of anceitry, and 
nobility of family, were extremely predominant. A Welfh- 
man was confidered as honourable, if among his anceftors there 
had been neither flave, nor foreigner, nor infamous perfon. 
Yet if any foreigner had faved the life of a Welfhman, or de- 
Jivered him from captivity, he might be naturalized ; and any 
foreign family, having refided in Wales for four generations, 
was entitled to the fame privilege. 

Our author obferves, concerning Roderic, who has received 
from his countrymen the title of Great, that, if to produce 
the wealth and grandeur, the fafety and happinefs of a ftate, 
be the means of attaining fuch a tithe, the conduct of this 


Kz pringes 














132 Warrington’s Hiftory of Wales. 


prince gave him’ little claim to fo honourable a diflinGtion, 
For Roderic, without precedent to palliate, or apparent ne- 
ceflity to enforce fuch a meafure, yielded up the independency 
of Wales ; enjoining his poerity, by a folema refcript, to 
pay to the Saxon kings, as a mark of fubordination, a yearly 
tribute, which afterwards became the foundation of the claim 
of fupremacy, afferted by the Englith.. Such a tribute had, 
indeed, .been paid by. the Carsbrign to the Britifh princes ; 
but this, certainly, could impofe no fimilar obligation upon 
the defcendente of thofe Britons, who had been forced to aban- 
Gon their nativé country to the ufurped dominion of the Sax- 
ons. ‘The divifion which Roderic made of his territories, 
provea likewife the fource of civil diffenfions, and national 
weaknefs, which produced in the end a decline of patriotifm. 
_ In the fourth bock, our authar recites the hiftory of Wales, 
from the Death of Roderic to that of Bleddyn ap Cynvyn, the 
king of North Wales and Powis, in the latter part of the ele- 
venth century. The bad effects of the policy of Roderic now 
became: conipicuouss for in: confequence of it, Bleddyn ap 
Cynvyn deigned to receive his‘ crown from the hands of that 
power, which was the hereditary foe of his country, and con- 
fented to hold it as a tributary of the Englifh princes. In the 
next Book, we find William Rufus entering: Wales with a 
royal army, and affierting a faperiority: to which he had no 
iegal pretenfions. , 

In the fame Book we meet with the following tranfaction, 
which, in its origin, bears an affinity to an incident that pro- 
duced a revolution in the Roman government. 


‘In the Chriftmas holidays, Cadwgan ap Bleddyn invited 
the chieftains in his neighbourhood to a fealft at his houle in 
Dyvet.> Fn the courfe of the entertainment, medh, or mead, 
the wine of thiscountry, having raifed their fpirits, Neft, the 
wife of Gerald, governor in iembroke caitle, was fpoken of 
in terms of admiration ; the beauty and elegance of whofe per- 
fon, it was faid, exceeded ,thofe of, any lady in Wales. ‘Lhe 
curiofity of Owen, the fon of Cadwgan, was ftrongly excited 
to fee her; and he had little doubt of obtaining admittance, 

“as there was a de ‘gree of relation ifhip fubfifting between them. 
Under colour of a‘friendly vifit, the young chieftain, with a 
‘few’of ‘his attendants, was introduced into the caftle. "Finding 
that’fame-had been cold in her praife, he returned home deep- 

oly énamoared of her beauty, and fifed with an eager defire of 
enjoying her. ‘Lhe fame night, returning with a troop of his 
wild companions, he fecretly entered the caltle, and, in the 
confufion, occationed by fetting it.on fre, furrounded the cham- 
ber in which Gerald and his wite flept. Awaked by the noife, 


he ruthed fuddenly.out of bed to inquire into the caufe of the 
dif- 
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diturbance ; but his wife, fufpe€ting fome treachery, prevented 
his opening the door.; then, advifing him to retire to the privy, 
fhe pulled up the board ; and ftill farther affifting her hufband, 
he let himfelf down, and made his efcape. Owen and his fol- 
lowers initantly broke open the door; but on fearching the 
chamber, not finding Gerald, they feized his wife and two 
of his fons, befides a fon and daughter which he had by a con- 
cubine ; then leaving the caftle in flames, and ravaging the 
country, he carried off Neft and the children into Powis. This 
adventure gave Cadwgan the greateft uneafinefs. Afraid, left 
Henry might revenge on his head the atrocious action of his’ 
fon, he came into Powis, and requelted Owen that he would. 
fend back to Gerald his wife and children, as well as the plua- 
Ger which he had taker. The young chieftain, whofe love 
was heightened by the poffeffion of his miftrefs, refufed to re- 
ftore i:xz., Whether fhe yielded to the violence of her lover 
form choice or from neceflity, is uncertain; but he foon after 
fent back to Gerald all his children, at her particular requeft.’ 

The fixth Book contains the narrative from the Death of 
Gryffydh ap Cynan to the Axcceffion of Llewelyn ap Jorwerth ; 
and the feventh, from this period to the Death of David ap 
Llewelyn. Mr. Warrington obferves, that the Welfh annals 
are diicoloured for fome years by hideous pictures of favage 
manners; parents, brothers, fons, engaging with each other 
in fierce and unnatural cantefts. But with the delicacy be- 
coming a judicious hiftorian, he has drawn a veil over thole 
fcenes of horror, which could only prove difgufing to huma- 
nity. His attention is beftowed on national objects ; and, in 
the courfe of his narrative, we behold the Welfh exhibiting 
the moft magnanimous efforts for the liberty of their country. 
Sometimes, by a fudden viciflitude of fortune, they rife to the 
height of profperity ; and at other times, in a moment, fink 
into difunion aud vafialage. 

The eighth Book contains the hiftory from the Acceflion of 
Owen and Llewelyn, the Sons of Gryffydh ap Llewelyn, to 
the Death of Lewelyn, the lait Prince of North Wales: and 
the ninth, from the Acceflion of David ap Gryffydh, to the 
entire Conqueft of Wales. ‘This important event was accom- 
plithed during the reign of Edward the Firit, after an obtti- 
nate flraggle with feveral preceding kings of the Norman 
race. ‘Lhe people of both nations can now reflect with com- 
pofure, on thofe violent animofities which actuated their an- 


ceftors thronch a feries of ages; and even the defcendants of 


the vanquifhed will readily acknowledge, that the eventual 


introduction of juftice and order into their country, has more 
than compenfated for the abolition of their ancient and long 
difputed independency, ‘Thefe falutary effes, howeyer, must 
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be_afcribed entirely to the ambition, not to the virtue or mag- 
nanimity of the Englifh monarch. For his conqueft of the 
Welth was fullied with an att of barbarity, which could be 
fuggefted only by the policy of a tyrant, the moft atrocious 
and illiberal ; we mean the maffacre of the Welth bards. Of 
this clafs of ancient Britons our author has favoured us with a 
fhort hiftory, which he relates with the fame fperfpicuity and 
precifion as the former parts of the work. 

A tranfcript of various national documents, partly in Eng- 
lith, partly in Latin, relative to Wales, are fubjoined in an 
Appendix to the work, 

In an age, when the induftry of writers has pre-occupied 
every fertile field in the regions of hiftory, Mr. Warrington 
has happily taken poffeffion of a mountainous tract, never be- 
fore cultivated with any fuitable degree of application. The 
detail of provincial tranfaétions is not a fubject which neceffa- 
rily calls forth the exertion of the moft vigorous abilities ; but 
we may ‘perceive the difplay of genius on a fmall, as well as 
on an extenfive theatre ; and.we cannot hefitate to conclude, 
that he who has treated of the affairs of Wales with fuch dig- 
nity of flyle, and propriety of fentiment, is qualified for the 
attainment of applaufe in more important departments of 


hiftory. 





The Heiref A Comedy, in Five Ads. As rn at the 
TJ heatre- Royal, Drury-Lane. 8v0. 15. 64. Debrett. 


}f the end of comedy be to reprefent, with fidelity, the man- 
ners of the world, and not only to catch the reigning folly 
ef the day, but to delineate the minuter features which diftin- 
guith the period of the author, the Heirefs has confiderable 
claims to our applaufe, and we can join in the general accla- 
mations of the crouded theatre. The charaéters of this play 
are properly varied, and often contrafted with peculiar fkill : 
the fituations are perplexing, without too ftudied intricacy ; 
and the language is lively, elegant, and polifhed. In fhort, 
if we try our author on one part only of the ftatute, he will 
be acquitted with honour, and his trial be terminated with 
applaufe. In other views, he will not be equally fuccefsful. 


Novelty of charaéter, peculiar and flriking fituations, and a 


fufpenfe, which ftands on tip-toe, eager for the denouement, 
we in vain look for: but perhaps it may be faftidious to expect 
too much; and, if we are gratified both with the progrefs of 
the ftory and the event, we ought not to complain of the 


fource from which our gratifications ; are derived, 
The 
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he ftory is a common one. Lord Gayville is defigned by 
his uncle for a rich heirefs, the daughter of an attorney, mean, 
vulgar, and unfeeling; but oftentatious and ambitious. He 
purfues mifs Alfcript only for her wealth ; yet, accidentally 
meeting mifs Alton, becomes fenfible that wealth alone cannot 
fill the void in a feeling heart. Though this lady appears in a 
jJow fituation, his difhonourable advances are checked with a de- 
cided firmnefs, and a virtuous refolution. His tutor, friend, 
and companion Clifford, loves lord Gayville’s fifter, lady 
Emily ; bet, confcious of his fituation, ‘ adores her’ as a ftar, 
‘ which he can never hope to reach:’ fhe, in return, fees his 
merits, and is fenfible of their effe&; fhe is, however, under 
the eye of a threwd, fufpicious uncle, and, fearing to difco- 
ver her fentiments, veils them under the mafk of a lively fa- 
fhionable gaiety. Mifs Alton, to avoid Gayville, fecks for 
the protection of fome lady, with whom fhe may remain as 
a humble companion: fhe is, by chance, direéted to mnfs 
Alfcrip, who receives her with a haughty dignity ; and the is 
treated by the reit of the family with the moft familiar illibe- 
rality. Gayville, having lott his favoarite, vifits mits Alfcrip, 
who, in a fit of ill-humour, fends her confidante to ‘him to 
double her, * like a fecond actrefs at Paris, when the frfi has 
the vapours.” She goes, and fees in lord Gayville her former 
perfecutor, whom fhe had known only by the name of Heartly. 
He immediately addreffes her with warmth and.affection, is 
difcovered by mifs Alfcrip, who chufes to fee how her double 
performs, and leaves them, affuring the latter that he can no 
longer offer her his heart. 

In the mean time, Clifford and fir Clement are endeavour- 
ing to prevent the progrefs of Gayville’s new connection :. they 
go to Alfcrip’s, and, by the addrefs of the Frenchman, who 
has himfelf a tendre for ‘ mademoifeile la Muficienne,’ are in- 
treduced to Tiffany, mifs Alfcrip’s waiting-maid, infiead of 
mifs Alton. She is pert and faucy. at the firit enquiries of 
Clifford ; but, being interrupted, defires him to put his pro- 
pofals in writing. This confirms them in the opinion, that 
Gayviile’s object is an adventurer, and Clifford writes to her 
by the name of mifs Alton. The Frenchman, by whom the 
letter is alfo fent, fufpects, from the ambiguity of Clifford’s 
language, that his trick is difcovered, and faithfully delivers 
it as directed. Mifs Alton is extremely agitated with her un- 
expeCted happinefs, for fhe finds it comes from her brother. 
She had been left under the proteétion of an uncle, from 
whom fhe efcaped, on his attempting to force her to-marry a 
man fhe detefts. She difcovers herfelf to her brother; he con- 
veys her from mifs Alfcrip’s, and conceals..her in his own 
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planation of the miitakes which have occurred. This 
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apartment at Gayville’s. Sir Clement’s fufpicious temper 
leads him, ir the courfe of the tranfactions relating to. the 
marriage fetilements, to infift on feeing a particular deed, for 
which Alfcrip, in a hurry, puts another into the hands of his 
attorney ; and, by this rather too artificial contrivance, difco- 
vers that a confiderable eftate really belongs to Clifford: hid 
grandfather, to whom Alfcrip was fteward, and at laft cre- 
ditor, having had no right to difpofe of it. The event is now 
obvious, though the piece is not immediately concluded ; pro- 
ably on account of the length which has been arbitrarily af- 
figned to every regular play: the reft is filled with fome ex- 

part 
is dextroufly managed’; for, inftead of the wounded fnake 
dragging its flow length along, the concluding fcenes are not 
inferior to the other parts. 

This outline will feem to afford nothing very interefting ; 
and, in meaner hands, would have fcarcely deferved attention. 
General Burgoyne, however, has had the addrefs to vary 
common charaéters, fo as to give them an appearance of no- 
velty : he has coloured his fketch with a mafterly pencil ; and 
drawn a difcriminated likenefs, which gives the moft lively 
impreflion of real life. The fuggeftions of jealoufy, expreffed 
by fir Clement, are pointed, and apparently well founded ; 
Clifford, with the moft difinterefted integrity, is occafionally 
in fuch an equivocal fituation, as to juftify the doubts of a 
man who may have {uffered by pretended honefty, or at leaft 
endeavours to vindicate his claim to fagacity, ty a propenfity 
to fufpicion. Lady Emily is not the romantic heroine of a 
novel ; though fhe loves with tendernefs, fhe difguifes a feel- 
ing heart by affected gaiety ; and, inftead of yielding without 
refiftance, inflead of pining in fecret, fhe is brought more 
near to a real chara&er, by being reprefented as a lady who 
joins in the circle of fafhionable pleafure. Lord Gayville and 
Clifford, mifs Alfcrip and her father, are common figures ; 
but the characters are well preferved, and they are brought 
forward with great propriety. Indeed we have feldom feen a 
play, where the appearance and part allotted to each perfon 
is fo jufily proportioned to their real importance. We too 
commonly perceive one figure magnified to a gigantic ftature, 
and the others placed ate«a humble diftance, curtailed in their 
fize, effect, and importance. ‘There are two other characters 


which fill up the piece, though, as they are of no great 
confequence to the general flory, they did not occur in the 
outline. Thefe are Blandifh and his fifter, two infamous pa- 
rafites, attached to lord Gayville and mifs Alfcrip. We can 
only obferve, that they feem copied from real life; and we 
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fafpect, are too often met with there: we do not mean that 
they are defigned for particular perfons ; but, to fpeak in the 
language of natural hiltory, they are fpecies rather than in- 
dividuals. 

We have before remarked, that the great hinge on which 
the change of fortune turns, is too artificial. It is improba- 
ble, and is not the only circumftance which deferves that title. 
Bat we thal! not dwell on imperfections, particularly on thofe 
which almoit difappear in the reprefentation ; the trueft crite- 
rion of the excellence of a comedy, and which are not very 
obvious or ftriking blemifhes, even in the clofet. Indeed we 
may conclude, that if this comedy is not the firft in our lan- 
guage, oreven in the firft line, it poffeffes confiderable merit ; 
and we have little doubt but that it will continue a favourite 
with the public, as it. has already enjoyed fuch diftinguithed 
tokens of approbation. 

It is not eafy to fele& a fpecimen. Perhaps the following 
can be more eafily feparated from the reft. Lady Emily, it is 
to be remembered, in a dejected ftate endeavours to lofe her own 
thoughts, in a trial of fafhionable extravagance with mifs 
Alfcrip. 

© Enter Mifs Alfcrip and Mrs. Blandifh. 

© Mifs Alfcrip runs up to Lady Emily an kiffes her forehead, 

© Lady Emily. 1 afk your pardon, madam, for being fo auk- 
ward, But I confefs I did not expeét fo elevated a {2 lute. 

‘ Mifs Alferip. Dear Jady Emily, I had no notion of its not 
being univerfal. In France, the touch of the lips juit between 
the eyebrows has been adopted for years. 

‘ Lady Emily. I perfeétly acknowledge the propriety of the 
cuftom. It is almoft the only fpot of the face where the touch 
wou’d not rifk a confufion of complexions. 

‘ Mifs Alfrip. He! he! he! what a pretty thougie! 

‘ Mrs. Blandifo. How I have long’d for this day !—Come, 
let me put an end to ceremony, and join the hands of the 
fweeteft pair that ever nature and fortune marked for connec- 
tion. (Joins their hands). 

* § Mis AWcrip. ‘Thank you, my good Blandith, tho’ [ was 
determined to break the ice, lady Emily, in the ft pice I 
met you. But you'were not at lady Doricourt’s jaft iigh:. 

* Lady Emily (affectedly). No, I went home d@icttiy from 
the opera: projected the revival of acap; réad a page in the 
‘Trials of Temper; went to bed, and dream’d i was ‘Belinda, 
in the Rape of the Lock. 

‘ Mrs. Blandif>. Elegant creature. . 

© Mifs Alfcrip (afide). I muft have that air, if I die for ie. 


(imitating) 1 too came home early ; {upped with my ola Soto 


man ; made him explain my marriage articles, dower, ava weirs 
entail ; ; read a page in a trial of divorce, and dream’d of a sofe- 
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colour equipage, with emblems of Cupids iffuing out of co- 
rOnets. 

‘ Mrs. Blandifb. Oh, you fweet twins of perfection ! what 
equality in every thing! 1 have thought of a name for yoo— 
‘be infeparable inimitables. . . 


« Mifs Alfcrip. 1 declare I fhall like it exceedingly—one 
fees fo few: uncopied originals—the thing’ ] cannot bear 

‘ Lady Emily, 1s vulgar imitation! muft catch the words 
from your mouth, to fhew you how we agree. 

‘ Mifs Alfcrip. Exacily. Not that one withes to be without 
affectation. 

* Lady Emily. Oh! mercy forbid ! 

‘ Mifs Aiferip. But to catch a manner, and weave it, as I 
may fay, into one’s own originality. 

« Mrs, Blandi. Pretty! pretty ! 

© Lady Emily. That’s the art—Lord, if one liv’d entirely 
upon one’s Own whims, who would not be run out in a twelve- 
month ? | 

‘ Mifs Alferip. Dear lady Emily, don’t you doat upon folly ? 

* Lady Emily. ‘Yoextacy. I only defpair of feeing it well 
kept up. 
‘.Mifs Aifirip. I flatter myfelf there is no great danger of 
that. 

* Lady Emily. You are miftaken. We have it’s true, fome 
examples of the extravaganza in high life that no other country 





‘can match; but withal, many a falfe ifter, that ftarts as one 


wou’d think, in the very hey-day of the fantaitic, yet comes to 
a ftand-ftill in the midft of the courfe. 

‘ Mrs. Blandifh. Poor fpiritlefs creatures ! 

* Lady Emily. Do you know there is more than one duchefs 
who has been feen in the fame carriage with her hufband—like 
two doves in a bafket in the print of Conjugal Felicity ; and 
another has been detected! I almoft blufh to name it. 

‘ Mrs. Blandifi. Biefs us, where? and how? and how? 

‘ Lady Emily. In nurfing her own child. 

* Mi/s Afferip. Oh! barbarifm !—For heaven’s fake Jet us 
change the fubject. You were mentioning a reviv’d cap, lady 
Emily ; any thing of the Henry quatre? 

‘ Lady Emily. Quite different. An Englifh mob under the 
chin, and artlefs ringlets in natural colour, that fhall reftore 
an admiration for Prior’s Nut brown Maid. 

_ © Mifs Alfrip. Hierrid! fhocking ! 

‘ Lady Emily. Abfolutely neceflary. ‘To be different from 
the refi of the world, we mut now revert to nature; make 
hafte, or you have fo much to undo, you will be left bes 
hind. 

‘ Mifs Alferip. dare fay fo. But who can vulgarize all at 
once? what will the French fay ? 

* Lady Emily, We are to have an interchange of fafhions 
and follics upon a bafis of unequivocal reciprocity. : 
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" Mifs Alfcrip. Fafhions and follies—oh, what a promifing 
manufacture ! 

‘ Lady Emily. Yes, and one, thank heaven, that we may 
defy the edi& of any potentate to prohibit. 

© Mifs Afcris (with an affected drop of ber lip in her lawzi). 
He! he! he! he! he! he! . 

‘ Lady Emily. My dear mifs Alfcrip, what are you doing ? 
I muft correct yow as I Jove you. Sure you muft have obferved 
the drop of the under lip is exploded fince lady Simpermode 
broke a tooth—{Sers her mouth affectedly)—I1 am preparing the 
caft of the lips for the enfuing winter—thus—lIt is to be called 
the Paphian mimp. } 

¢ Mifs Alfcrip (imitating). I fwear I think it pretty—I mut 
try to get it. 

‘ Lady Emily, Nothing fo eafy. It is done by one calabifti- 
cal word, like a metamorphofis in the Fairy Tales. You have 
only, when before your glafs, to keep pronouncing to yourfelf 
nimini-primini—the lips cannot fail of taking their plie. 

‘ Mifs Aifrip. Nimini-pimini—imini, mimiai—oh, it’s de- 
lightfully enfantine—and fo innocent, to be kifling one’s own 
lips. 

‘ Lady Emily. You have it to a charm—does it not become 
her infinitely, Mrs. Biandifh? 

‘ Mrs. Blandifo. Our friend’s feature muft fucceed in every 
grace; but never fo much as in a quick change of extremes.’ 
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Hiffoire d: V Academie Royale des Sciences Annie 1781, avee les 
Memoire: de Mathematique S de thyfique pour la méme Année, 


Paris, 4to. 1784. (Concluded, from p. 64.) 
‘ X YE movf goon with M. Lavoifier.—This dextrous and en- 


terprifing chemift, 1n the next Memoir, examines the 
conftitution of fixed air: it is intended to give a ftability and a 
roundnefs to his general fyftem. But he approaches nearer to 
the old principle of Stahl; and, as the hiftorian hints, the two 
contending fects may one day unite: they feem already, by 
their mutual gravitations, to tend faft towards an union. The 
principle which, in vital air, forms with fulphur and phofpho- 
rus their peculiar acids, he ftyles the oxyginous principle, be- 
caufe he finds it again in the nitrous acid, formed by the mix- 
ture of nitrous and vital airs; and he hopes to find it in fixed 
air, Coal, he obferves, contains.earth, fixed alkali, and in- 
flammable air, with a fubftance wholly combuftible, which 
(mark him reader), he calls a coaly fubfiance. He burns coal in 
a veffel, full of vital air, with fome alkali (the cautftic volatile 
alkali) to abforb the air, and expects to find the fixed air equal 
to 
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to the coaly fubftance loft, and the vital air abforbed. There 
was, however, a difference; for fome of the inflammable air 
of the coal had formed water by its union with the vital air. 
When this was allowed for, he found the fixed air compofed of 
feventy-one parts of vital air, or its oxyginous principle, and 
twenty-nine of coaly matter. The water was properly accounted 
for, fince when the coal had been previoufly deprived of its 
inflammable air, no water appeared, and the refult was the 
fame. He then ufed wax, which he found wholly compofed of 
a coaly fuifiaxce and inflammable air: water was formed, and 
fixed air appeared to confift of the fame proportions. Other expe- 
riments, with minium and mercurius precipitatus per fe, after 

roper allowances, give the fame refult ; and thus the author 
eftablifhes the formation of the peculiar acid from vital air, 
and a combuftible body ; or rather of the oxyginous principle 
of this air, fordight and heat efcape in the experiment. We 
think, however, that he has, with unufual precipitation, haften- 
ed to his conclufion ; for this combuitible body fhould have been 
more particularly examined. He has only proved, that vital air 
is neceffary to the production of fixed air; which might have 
been fuppofed from its being an acid: in the reft of the argu- 
ment there is ftill much obfcurity. 

Monfs Bertholet, in the following Memoir, examines the de- 
compoiition of nitre by diltillation. In this procefs, vital air 
arifes equal in weight to half the falt; a little fixed air ar firft, 
and phlogifticated air at laft, feem to contaminate it. This 
phlogiiticated air is often called by the modern French chemitts 
air reduit, becaufe it remains after the feparation of the dif- 
ferent parts of atmofpheric air, viz. the vital and fixed airs. 
We fhall beg leave to introduce a new term, and call it the 
vefiduum of airs A fixed alkali, as may be expected, remains 
in the retort. Some nitre fublimes in the experiment; but, if 
there is not a free communication between this tublimed falt 
and the vital air, it refembles the neutral, formed by nitrous 
air and the alkali. When the nitre was decompofed, hy adding 
three grains of coal to each drachm of the falt. (the coal being 
previoufly deprived of its air by diftillation, it gave no longer 
pure air, but an air mixed with fixed, and the refiduum of alr ; 
when the proportion of coal is increafed, thefe impurities are 
in greater quantity. With fulphur and arfenic he obtained 
nitrous air; with metals, fixed air, in proportion to the quan- 
tity added. j This lait fact feems to deferve more attention than 
has been paid to it. trom thefe experiments our author con- 
cludes, that nitrous air is the acid, with a fuperabundance of 
phlogiiton ; and the refiduum of air and fixed air are fuppofed 
to be only vital air, with different proportions of the fame 
principle. 

In a mixture of mineral acids, whether defigned or acci- 
dental, mefirs. de Lafloune and Cornette found that the hea- 
vieft may be obtained very pure by difliilation, if the operation 
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3s carefally carried on, and the products diligently Separated. 
If the acid is weak, the watery parts firit come over; but if 
already pretty ftrong, the moft concentrated parts appear about 
the middle of the operation. Thefe facts are highly ufeful. 

Our neighbours, who carry their {cience into many feemingly 
trifling fubiects, under the term analyfis, have included me- 
moirs of an uncommon kind.. The chevalier Borde abferves, 
that in ele€tions, by fcrutiny, if there are three candidates, ir 
may happen that the fuccefsful one has not the majority. If 
there are twenty-one voters; A has eight, B feven, and C fix; 
A gains the election, though eight is a number' very diftanc 
from a real majority. The rule he gives to obtain the real 
majority is the following. The number of voices for the fuc- 
cefsful candidate mult be in a greater proportion to the number 
of eleGtors, than that of the number of candidates, mizws one 
to the whole number. It is remarkable that this is the rule ob- 
ferved in the eleétion of the kings of Poland, where the number 
of candidates equals, and fometimes furpaffles, the number of 
electors. 

The next Memoir is apparently trifling, yet it is only deters 
mined by the properties of the hyperbola, and fome very cu- 
rious applications of the differential calculus, or the method 
of fluxions. In carrying earth from one place, to lay it in an 
equal fpace, it is evident that both trouble and expence may 
be faved. The force to be einployed is equal to that of the 
mafles, multiplied by the fpace through which each load is 
carried ; but this fum muft vary, according to the diftribution 
of the loads. The object of monf. Monge is to afcertain the 
method in which the fum mentioned is the leaft poffible. Our 
readers will fcarcely with that we fhould follow the author in 
this calculation. : : | 

The next Memoir under this head, by the marguis de Con- 
dorcet, is more important. Itison the Calculation of Chances. 
Tt is well known, that in eftimating rifks which are unequal, 
or unequally probable, the value mutt be multiplied by the pro- 
bability. ‘This rule gives only the mean value ; but there are 
two exceptions which the marquis coniiders, firft, where the equa- 
lity between the real and mean values, which the rule, taken 
ftrictly, fuppofes to be the fame, is delufive; fecondly, where 
there is no poflibility of fubitituting the real for the mean va- 
Iue. Thefe exceptions do not often occur; but they deferve 
to be examined. ‘The fecond part of the Memoir is till farther 
from ‘ mens bufinefs and bofoms.’ 

Under the head of Mechanics, we find fome remarks on the 
afcenfional power of air-balloons. ‘They were the lait legacy 
of the celebrated and venerable Euler, whofe black board (ma- 
thematicians will underitand us), was covered with calculations, 
which his eyes could tcarcely difcern, though written with chalk. 
The torce of his mind ftill remained, while the {prings of life 


were ready to’break. Euler, however, confidered balloons as 
fubs 
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fabje&ts of calculation only; and his labours were foon inter 
rupted by an irrefittible power. 

The next Memoir, in this department, is by monf. Coulomb, 
on Wind-mills. It is well known, that the moft advantageous 
angle for the fails, is a problem which has exercifed the inge- 
nuity of mathematicians; yet, by ‘dint of feeling their way,’ 
practical mechanics have arrived nearly at the fame refults. The 
mills near Lille are fimple in their conftru€tions like the Eng- 
lith. fulling-mills, which differ only by being moved with 
water, and their force is eafily calculated. ‘They work eight 
hours in a day, by the aétion of a wind, which paffes on at the 
rate of twenty feet in a fecond, and with a force capable of 
raifing one thoufand pounds, at the rate of two hundred and 
eighteen feet in a fecond. Sixty-one men, according to Ber- 
nouilli’s calculation (in which our author thinks the ftrength of 
aman, in continued labour, 1s over-rated), would be required 
for the fame purpofe. The quantity of force loft is about a fixth 
of that which is employed with advantage. M. Coulomb was 
prevented by the jealoufy of the feveral owners, from examin- 
ing the mills with accuracy; and he requefts afliftance of 
others, who may be more fortunately fituated. He defires that 
the effects of the machine, and a calculation of the forces, may 
be added to the defcription. He purpofes to apply thefe expe- 
riments to the inveftigation of a theory of thefe. machines, 
which has been fought, in vain, a priori. 

The Jaft mechanical Memoir-is a Defcription of a new Spe- 
cies of Telefcope Level, by M. de Fouchy, The telefcope is 
formed of two object and an eye-glafs; with four glaffes our 
author could not fucceed. The defcription would be unintel- 
ligible without the plate. 

In analytical aftronomy, M. du Sejoir endeavours to deter- 
mine the parallax of the fun, from the tranfits of Venus in 
3761, and 1769. He makes it 8” ,3. If we recolleé& rightly, 
the Englifh aitronomers found it fomewhat lefs, though it ex- 
ceeded eight feconds. ‘The difference in the refults, from the 
two obfervations, did not amount to the fiftieth part of a 
fecond. 

In calculating the quantity of the preceffion of the equi- 
noxes, monf, de la Lande prefers a feries of modern obferva- 
tions to the lefs accurate, though more diftant ancient ones. 
He compares Flamfteed and de la Caille’s Catalogue of Stars, 
and neglects thofe of the firft magnitude, as they feem to have 
fome motions perculiarly their own. He calculates from thofe 
which have been moft fteadily and accurately obferved among 
the fmaller flars; and the refults, in different trials, were 
nearly the fame: by taking the mean of thefe, he fixes the 
quantity of precifion at 50’’ f every year, 

Eclipfes, which by calculation are total, fometimes appear 
annular, in confequence of the infleétion of the folar rays, 
when they pafs near the body of the moon. ‘The quantity of 
7 this 














ForErGn ARTICLE. 


43, 
this infle€tion, monf. le Monnier calculates, from fome obfer- 
vations, to exceed twenty-four feconds. Other aflronomers have 
reckoned it, by different methods, to be about three feconds. 
This variation is fuppofed to be owing to the refraction of the- 
rays from a lunar atmofphere. 

M. Coles obferved an eclipfe of the fourth fatellite of Jupi- 
ter, at China, in very favourable circumftances. From thence: 
he calculates the inclination of its orbit to be 2° 36’ 24”. He 
differs but 24’ trom the calculations of mefirs. Wargentin and 
Maraldi. : : 

M. de Fouchy, in the following Memoir, defcribes 2 new 
quadrant, whichgis neither dearer or of more difficult convey- 
ance than the common quadrant; at the fame time it fervesas 
an azimuthal inftrument. If this new inftrument, of which 
there is a plate, can be eafily made and ufed, as feems probable 
from the defcription, it will be highly advantageous. 

There are alfo in the Memoirs, Obfervations on the Eclipfes 
ef the fun, on the 23d of April, and 17th of O&ober, 1781, 
by M. Monnier; on the laft-of thefé are other obfervations by 
mefirs, Jeaurat and Pingré. The paths of the two comets of 
1781, are alfo defcribed, and traced on an Atlas, by M. Mefiier.: 
But thefe Memoirs cannot be with advantage enlarged on. 

Fhe laft: Memoir is on the Pofition of Trebizonde. D’An- 
ville, and every other geographer, had been coniiftent in fixing 
the longitude of this place; but in the Atlas, engraved for 
Raynal’s Philofophical Hiftory, it is placed’ 5% or 6 degrees far- 
ther to the eaft. This was done on the authority of a Memoir, 
publifhed in the Memoirs of the Academy 1699, by M. Gouye, 
from the Obfervations of father Beze. M. Buache examines 
the effect of this variety on the Cafpian fea. The northern part 
mutt be ftationary, for the latitude of Guriew, at the mouth 
of the Jaik, is fixed by aftronomical obfervations, and this 
change will place it in an oblique ‘pofition, and make its length 
five times greater than its breadth. Thefe two circumftances 
are inconfittent with the account of every intelligent traveller, 
and the change in the fituation of other places renders the al- 
teration, om fimilar accounts, equally objectionable. Befides, 
in the Memoir referred to, the refult of the calculations are 
enly given; fo that we cannot decide on their value, or:be fe. 
cure from miftake. On the other hand, in page 6 of theAtlas, 
we find feveral itrong reafons for the pofition they have deter- 
mined on, though not fufficient to counterballance the argu- 
ments of M, Buache; and, in the following page, we find the 
authors with difficulty reconciling the pofitions of Conftantine- 

le and Smyrna, to the new place of Trebizonde, confiftently 
with the obfervations of de Chazelles, and father Feuillée, 
On the whole, we think the Memoir before us deierves atten- 
tion ; and we have been more particular in our account of it, 
as we begin to find the authority of Raynal’s maps quoted in 
England with a re{pect which they do not always deferves In 
8 general, 
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general, they are fufficiently accurate; but, in more than one 
inftance, they deferve reprehenfion. 

The lives, or more properly the eulogiums in this volume, 
are thofe of the learned, but the timid and jndecifive Bertin, 
who was chiefly known and celebrated as an anatomift; le 
marquis de Courtanvaux, a learned academician, who had no 
particular predilection for any fcience, but a ‘competent know- 
ledge of alle; monf. le compte de Maurepas, a minifter at the 
ages of feomkrebe and of eighty; and the fagacious Tronchin, 
‘the friend and phyfician of Voltaire, Bonnet, Trembley, and 
Rouffeau. Thefe. Lives are written with fpirit and with ele- 


gance ; but with too much complaifance, and too little difcri- 
mination. 
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The Principle of the Commutation-A& eftablifoed by Fa&s. By 
Francis Baring, Efg. 8v0.. 1s. Sewell. 


A MONG the many frivolous publications on political fub- 

jects, we fometimes find them treated of by men of 
real knowledge. The information, of which the public is 
then in poffeflion, more than compenfates for the’ wrong judg- 
ments that muft necefiarily refult either from unfairnefs or 
ignorance.» The general effe& of the meafure which is the 
fubje& of this pamphlet, is fufficiently felt and underitood ; 
yet it will be allowed, that Mr. Baring, from profeflional 
habits of calculation, and his ftation in the India company, 
is particularly qualified to write on the commutation-tax, with 
which he feems to have been acquainted, when it only exifted 
in defign. In confequence of his having been early prepof- 


feffed in favour of it, and from its fuccefs, he rejoices as an 
author, and a good citizen. 


* The author of thefe fheets, he fays, writes neither from 
party views, hor upon party principles. The only connexion 
he ever had with the treafury arofe from his being employed in 
avery confiderable fimplification of the public expenditure, in 
the bufinefs of fupplying the whole of the army vidtualling 
contracts, during the time that ‘the marquis of Lanfdown 
prefided at that board. The execution of that great and 
important work, together with /his fituation in the city, na- 
turally led to his being confidentially confulted refpe&ing 
other affairs, of a commercial nature, which were either de- 
pending, or in contemplation. The tea-propofition (which was 
prefented to his lordthip by Mr, Richardfon, of the Eatt-India 


houte), 
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houfe), and many other plans were then in agitation; and 
more or lefs progrefs was made in them, as time and other cir- 
cumitances would permit. The propofition re{peting the duties 
upon tea was alfo communicated to feveral principal perfons 
belonging to the excife and cuftoms, and to others who were 
competent to judge of its merits; and was generally approved 5 
Under thefe circumftances, the author’s moit fanguine wifhes 
were early embarked in the fuccefs of this meafure ; and it af- 
fords him the greatett fatisfaction to declare, that he feels hime 
felf infinitely gratified by the event.’ 


He gives an account of the quantity of tea ufually fold by 
the company, before the a& paffled, which, on an average, 
amounted to fix millions three hundred and fifty-eight thou- 
fand one hundred and forty-four pounds annually. ‘The fale 
of laft year was fixteen millions one hundred and fifty-two 
thoufand fix hundred and feventy: we cannot abridge calcu- 
lations ; fuffice it to fay, the public has gained, by lowering 
the duties, two millions fifty-five thoufand four hundred and 
fixty-two pounds. ‘Thofe who want to fee the particulars, 
will be fully gratified by confulting the pamphlet. ‘The author 
next enters on the produce of the houfe-tax, &c,. but for this 
we mutt alfo refer to the pamphlet. He fays that 


‘ The fituation of the India company is fo completely re- 
verfed by the commutation act, and fo entirely are they relteved 
from the difficulty which would have arifen from the circum- 
ftance before mentioned, that, in order to guard againi{t even 
the poflibility of a deficiency in the qnantity neceffary to an- 
fwer the increafed demand of the public, the company have 
been obliged to have recourfe to the continent ; and have ace 
tually purchafed, of the tea which was in Europe previous to 
the year 1784, and of what arrived in that feafon, about 
th 6,600 000 ; and the vigorous efforts which they are making 
in the prefent feafon, for the purpofe of importing a fufficient 

uantity dire¢tly from China, in order to preclude the neceffit 
in future of depending on their rivals for a fupply, will afford 
the means, in due time, of fecuring, both to the nation and to 
the company, the whole of thofe important advantages, which 
have already in part arijen from this meafuie, and which the 
public have a right to expect.’ 


After fome other neceffary detail of calculation, he obferves, 
that the company have gained three hundred and eleven thou- 
fand nine hundred and five pounds; a confiderable part of 
which, it feems, arifes from the high prices at which fome 
forts of teas have been fold, and which the directors have ex- 
erted their utmoft endeavours to prevent. As it is fo much for 
the intereft of the fmuggler that the company’s tea fhould 
be fold dear, we may fairly prefume, that it was puthed 
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up at the fales by unfair practices. The public lofes im- 
menfely by illicit trade in.this article, no lefs a fum than one 
million feven hundred arid thirty-four thoufand nine hundred 
pounds having been paid to fmugglers, which is now turned 
into the channel of the fair trader. 


©‘ To thofe who are fkilled in political arithmetic, the ad- 
vantages which mutt refult from fo large a balance being thrown 
into-the lap of this country, by fo fimple an operation, are 
obvious. The wonderful effect which it has contributed to pro- 
duce upon the foreign exchanges, by reducing the price of gold 
and filver, is matter of the utmoft importance and advantage 
to the Bank of England, as well as to the public. And al- 
though the demand for our manufactures, &c. together with 
the general profperity of the Britifh empire, have alfo contri- 
buted thereto; yet that demand muft fluctuate; whilft the ba- 
Jance which this kingdom will poffefs, arifing from the bene- 
ficial confequences refulting from the commutation-adt, will be 
permanent and lafting ; if the legiflature thall, on their part, 
adopt fuch meafures as are calculated to fecure and perpetuate 
the benefits fo obtained ; and which it is moft indubitably in 
their power to do. | 

‘ The late rapid advance in the value of property is a fub- 
jet of aftonifhment with many perfons; and, without afcer- 
taining precifely the whole of the caufe, there cannot be a 
doubt, but that two circumftances have, in a moft effential 
manner, contributed thereto; mamely, the great influx of 
wealth, which has increafed the number of purchafers ; and 
the confidence, which augments daily, in the public funds, 
from the profpect of the taxes becoming more produttive, in 
confequenee of the fuppreflion of fmuggling. 

‘ At the fame time, the great and unexpected fuccefs which 
has attended a fingle meafure, will naturally lead the true 
friends of the firft commercial country in the world to wifh to 
purfue the advantage fo happily obtained; and to adopt, asa 
general maxim, for the whole of our commercial fyitem, the 
fame principle, which has been attended, in its firft application, 
with fuch great and falutary benefits to the trade, finances, 
public funds, and landed intereft of the kingdom at large.’ 


The author goes on to mention other advantages, particu- 
larly in the application of the furplus of the Bengal revenue, 
for the purchafe of tea in China; and, by that means, to 
leffen the exportation of bullion from home. He fays, that 
the increafe of the tea-trade will require forty-five additional 
fhips, and employment for three thoufand four hundred and 
fifty men; which, abftracted from every other confideration, 
muft make it an object of vait national concern.—He con- 
cludes by juftly obferving, 


‘ Thefe 
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¢ Thefe advantages, which have arifen from a fingle opera- 
tion, are of fuch magnitude and importance, as to fatisfy every 
impartial perfon of the beneficial confequences which muit re- 
fult from a general application of the fame liberal principle ta 
the duties ftill fubfifting upon various branches of the manu- 
fa&tures and commerce of Great Britain.’ 


From this fpecimen, the reader will no doubt think the 
whole pamphlet worthy of his perufal and attention. 


A Sfoort Addrefs to the Public; containing fome Thoughts how the 
National Debt may be reduced, and all Home Taxes, including 
Land-Tax, abolifoed. By William, Lord Newhaven. 8v0. 156 
Debrett. 


The reduétion of the national debt is a problem which has 
exercifed the ingenuity of many political writers; and, what 
is remarkable, on a fubject fo much agitated, not two of them 
correfpond entirely in the methods propofed for the purpofe. 
Amidit the difcouragement arifing from this diverfity of opi- 
nion, however, it is fome confolation to find, that each of thofe 
public-f{pirited enquirers feems not to entertain any doubt with 
refpect to the practicability of the plan fuggefted by himfelf, It 
always affords us pafticular pleafure, when, in our monthly 
progrefs, we meet with a nobleman employed in fo laudable a 
ipeculation. By this conduct, fuch an author not only evinces 
a patriotic anxiety, highly becoming his elevated rank, but fets 
an example to thofe who have leifure and opportunity for pro 
fecuting refearches of the fame kind. 

The commiffioners of the public accounts, in their Eleventh 
Report, having occafion to {peak of the national debt, expreffed 
w defire that recourfe might be had to public benevolence, for 
difcharging this enormous incumbrance. Proceeding upon a 
plan of a fimilar kind, lord Newhaven propofes, that all the 
fubjecis of Great Britain fhould pay a certain annual rate out 
of their real and perfonal property ; and that this fum fhould 
be faithfully applied to the liquidation of the public debt. Ac- 
cording to the calculation which he inflitutes, the amount of 
the fum propofed to be thus levied would be {o great as to dif. 
charge the whole debt in a very few years. As a compenfation 
for this extraordinary advance of money, he farther propofes, 
that all internal taxes whatever fhould be abolifhed, after the 
firft payment of one per cent. was made at his majeity’s exche- 
quer. His lordfhip obferves that, according to this fcheme, 
no individual Will pay near fo much on his rental or expenditure 
as he now does for taxes of every kind, and be relieved from 
the perpetual irritation and diiquietude of tax-gatherers of 
every denomination. 

To the plan above mentioned there naturally arifes this quef- 
tion, if the home taxes are abolifhed, how are the army, navy, 
and the various departments of the civil government to be pro- 
vided for? To this his lordfhip replies, that as he concludes 
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foreign nations will not take off the duty on our commodities 


imported into their refpective countries, he propofes to centi- 
nue the duty on goods imported, which he thinks will be nearly 


adequate to defray all expences, civil and military, in time of 
eace. 


~ Such is the plan fuggefted by lord Newhaven for reducing 


the national debt; a plan, we muit:confefs, not lefs bold and 
intéerefting in the conception, than apparently difficult of bein 
enforced to the extent propofed by the noble author. In order 
to be adopted, there feems reafon to think it would require an 
univerfal apprehenfion of danger the moft imminent to the ftate, 
and fuch as threatened the extinction of government. At leaft, 
it appears to be fo arduous in the execution, that it could only 
be accomplifhed by unparalleled alacrity, and a general fpirit 
of patriotifm, that has fometimes, indeed, blazed forth, in war, 
among a people in the moit defperate circumftances, but which 
there is little hope of ever being kindled by the profpect of any 
civil emergency, not immediately deftructive of public freedom. 
The propofal, however, affords a proof of his lordthip’s zeal 
for the public interelts ; and we fincerely with that his merito- 
rious example might excite that ardour which it ought to ins 
{pire in all the true lovers of their country. 


An Addrefs to the Landed, Trading and Funded Interchs of Eng- 


land on the Profeat State of Publ.e Affairs. 8v0. 15. 6d. 
Stockdale. 


This author takes an extenfive view of the prefent ftate of 
the nation; but rather by a random aexcurfion than with an 
precife and accurate enquiry. In every department which he 
confiders, he meets with objeéts which excite his apprehenfion, 
Our fpecie is drained out of the kingdom, in annual payments 
to fereigners, who have property in the public funds; the 
landed intereit 1s groaning under infupportable burdens; and 
she national deot is accumulated to fo extreme a degree that it 
threatens to become fatal. For remedying thefe difatters the 
author propofes an equal reprefentation of the commons in par- 
liament, and a total abolition of duties at the cullom-houfe. 
The effe&t of the former of thefe meafures, towards removing 
the evil complained of, our author has not thought proper to 
explain ; and how the extinétion of the cuftom-houfe duties, 
while fo great a part of the public revenue is neceflary for pay- 
ing the intereit of the national debt, fhould reitore our poipe- 
rity, is a propofition which, we muit own, appears not very 
compatible with found argoment. We are inclined, however, 
to impute the motives of this addrefs entirely to the author’s 
impartial fentiments; for, though not a profound politician, 
he appears to be a candid writer, and to with well to the inter- 
eits of the nation. 
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Tis all my Eye. 8vo. 15. Wilkie. 
This pamphlet is addrefled to Archibald Macdonald, efq. 


On account of its relating to the police of Wefiminfter, con- 
cerning which, a motion was made by that gentleman during 
the latt feflion of parliament. The author makes fome juit ob- 
fervations on particular topics ; but he feems to be no friend to 
the eftablifhment of a new jurHdiction ; contending, that a pro- 
per enforcement of the exifting laws are fufficient for the pre- 
fervation of order. Should we admit this to be really the cafe, 
it mult follow, that the remiffnefs of the magiftrates in the dif- 
charge of their duty deferves the fevereft reprehenfion. 


Collection of Acts paffed in the State of Maffachufetts Bay, rela- 
tive to the American Loyalifis and their Property. 8vo0. 156 
Stockdale. 


The wifdom and policy of thefe laws can be no object of at- 
tention to our readers ; and it is, therefore, fuflicient for us to 
obferve, that the work appears to be authentic. 


MEDICA L. 


Medical Cautions, for the Confideration of Invalids ; thofe efpectally 
avho refort to Bath, By Fames Makittrick Adair, M.D. 8vo. 
35. 6d. in Boards. Dilly. 


It is rare to fee a volunteer ftart up from among the dif- 
charged invalids ; but our author tells us that he is independ- 
ent of bufinefs, and a ‘ volunteer’ in fome of its branches. 
We think, however, that he has been well.employed in pubs 
lifhing this work, which contains good fenfe, juft reafoning, 
fome humour, with little novelty, and a few occafional errors. 

His obfervations on Fafhionable Difeafes, are acute and hue 
morous; on the Effects of hot crowded Rooms, and noxious 
Air, folid and judicious. The Eflay on Regimen, and the 
Enquiry into the Propriety of ufing other Remedies during a 
Courfe of Mineral Waters, contain many ufeful obfervations, 
which, with a few exceptions, we would ftrongly recommend. 
The Effay on Empiricifm alfo deferves great attention; but 
empiricifm is now the fafhion, and, like Antzus, will only 
raife, with frefh ftrength, from every attempt to overthrow it. 
We cannot refrain from extra¢ting the following {pirited, and, 
we fear, well-founded cenfure. 


‘ When phyficians (I do not mean quack dottors) adopt ex 
traoidinary modes of obtruding themfelves and their wonderful 
abilities on the notice of the public, it would be no breach 
of charity to place them on the fame form with nottrum- 
mongers; and the fimilarity is more obvious, as, in both in- 
ftances, the merits of the regular doctor and his brother quack 
are alwaysmuch exaggerated ; whilft that public, to which the 
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appeal is made, is equally unqualified to judge of cither. It 
is with regret, mingled with indignation, that I thus animad- 
vert on the condué¢t of fuch of my brethren as have juftly in- 
curred this cenfure. In the preceding effay I took notice of 
their illiberal treatment of the Bath phyficians; and it may 
fairly be prefumed, that they are of the number of thofe, who, 
confcious of deficiency in perfonal merit, endeavour to com- 
penfate for that deficiency by cultivating, moft affiduoufly, 
the good graces of apothecaries, midwives, nurfes, abigails 

toad-eaters, and puffing goffips. But, not contented with this 
indirect attack on their brethren, they generally proceed to di- 
rect hoftilities, and by the dark and malignant infinuations of 
themfelves or their emiffaries, endeavour to blaft the reputations 
of all their competitors. This ferious charge may, by fome of 
my readers, be deemed incredible; but it is not lefs true. 
Such ungentlemanly arts may reafonably be confidered as truly 
empirical, and thofe who practife them as fwindlers of reputa- 
‘tion, and therefore greater pefts of fociety than fwindlers of 
property ; infomuch as they, in a great degree, deprive the 
public of the fervices and talents of modeft men, who are ge- 
nerally as much their fuperiors in ability as in urbanity. That 


. JE may, in fome degree, qualify the feverity of this ftricture, ] 


take, with pleafure, this opportunity of dealaring, that as I 
confider my profeflion as a moft ufeful and refpectable fcience, 
fo I have a moft fincere and affe€tionate attachment to all fuck 
of my brethren as difcharge their duty with honour and in- 
tegrity.’ 

When we recommended the treatife on Regimen, with fome 
exceptions, we meant not-to avoid particulars, Butter, even in 
a melted ftate, is allowed by our author ; and roafted meats arq 
preferred to boiled. We fufpeét that he is miftaken both in his 
reafoning and fats. ‘There is fome empyreuma always con- 
tracted by melting butter; and the fat of roafted meat is often 
firongly empyreumatic. In thefe refpetts, both muft be injue 
rious to invalids; but we would refer to experiment. Hedétical 
patients are more eafily and quickly affected by the leaft difor- 
der in the ftomach, the leaft impediment in digeftion, than an 
others, With thefe we have always found melted butter an | 
roafted meat produce a confiderable febrile exacerbation ; and 
of courfe they have been generally forbidden, A meal of fleth 
meat has frequently occafioned lefs difturbance than melted 
butter with their vegetable food. Even butter, in its folid 
ftate, is not eafily affimilated. _ 

In the table of foods, which are arranged according to theig 
digeftibility, we alfo fine fome errors. Oyfters, when frefh 
and f{mall, are more eafily digefted than any other fhell-fith, or 
than any other animal food. We fpeak from frequent obfer- 
vation, and fufpect that our author has been mifled by San¢to- 
yius and Keil. Crabs are more digeftible than lobflers; and 
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flounders than whitings. We would refer our author to the ex- 
periments annexed to the firft volume of the tranflation of Spa- 
lanzani’s Diflertations, for fome farther corrections in his table. 


On the whole, we think this work may be highly beneficial ; 
and it deferves our recommendation. 


eds FGM. . TY, 


The Charazer of Fefus Chrift: a Sermon, by George Skene Keith, 
¥ M.A. vo. 1s. Evans. 


In the firft part of this difcourfe (for it is divided into two), 
we think fome points of our Saviour’s character injudicinoafly 
reprefented, and that there was no reafon for exalting his mira- 
cles at fo much expence of thofe of Mofes and the Jewith pro- 
phets; for which condu&t, we doubt whether the apology 
the author makes be fufficient.—We are not always contented. 
with Mr. Keith’s ityle. Inftances occur where it is too turgid ; 
others, where it is too familiar. We are fufpicious that the 
following paflage aims at the fublime. Having told us, from 
St. John, that Fefus firff groaned aud wept, and then cried out 
avith aloud voice, Lazarus, come forth, our author adds ¢ That 
all Nature heard through all her works—Heaven heard and was 
altonifhed—Earth heard and rejoiced—Hell heard and trembled 
— Death heard and fled— the grave heard and opened—Lazarus 
heard and obeyed.’ If our conjeéture be well founded, we 
think Mr. Keith’s fentiments on the fublime differ from thofe 
of Longinus, 

We would be underftood to have fpoken only of the firft 
part of this performance: we think the fecond far lefs 
exceptionable, and, on the whole, well written; and hope 
the author’s volume of fermons, cf which this is a fpecimen, 
will prove more nearly to refemble the latter than the former 
part. 


An Enquiry into the Defign of the Chriftian Sabbuth By F, 
Symons, B. D. The Second Edition. Small 8vo. 15. 6d. Dilly, 


This valuable little tra& being much enlarged, entitles it 
again to be mentioned. It was firft noticed in our Review of 
November, 1779- All we faid then to its advantage is ftill 
due to its merit; and with pleafure we now obferve, that it 
is not more enlarged than improved. A proportionable addi- 
tion to its price being now charged, former purchafers cannot 
complain. | ) 

This performance is inftructive, ferious, and perfuafive ; but 
free from any tincture of gloom or fuperitition. It is written 
with fuch eafe, fimplicity, and correctnefs, that the moft faiti- 
dious reader can fcarcely fail to be pleafed with its ftyle, at the 
fame time that the plaineft muft always comprehend it. 
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We are perfuaded that if the topics of the feveral feétions had 
been expreffed in Italics on the margin of each, their contents 
would have been better calculated for recollection. But this 
defect may be well remedied, by that repeated perufat which 
the book deferves, and we gladly recommend. 

We with to advertife the zealous advocates and promoters of 
the Sunday fchools, that their eftablifiments may in due time 
derive material advantage from this publication. 


The Footfep to Mrs. Trimmer’s Sacred Hiftory, for the Inftruttion. 
and Amufement of Little Ebildren, 12m0. 18. 8d. Marthall. 


One of the moft important, though not the moft brilliant, 
among the literary improvements of the prefent age, 1s the fuce 
cefsful execution of feveral elementary performances for the ufe 
of children, from their earlieft introduction to letters, till they 
become capable of higher inftru€tion. This province, hum- 
ble as it may feem, requires more than. ordinary talents ; and 
the author of*this little work has not undertaken it without the 
neceflary qualifications. 

_The principal hiftories of the Old Teftament are prefented 
with per{picuity and neatnefs, in fhort flories, adapted to the 
comprehenfions and memories of almoft the youngeft readers ; 
and through the whole are fcattered, with the utmoft plainnefs 
and brevity, fuch moral and religious fentiments, as are proper 
to make impreffion on the tendereft minds. 

The Advertifement prefixed to the work will give thofe who 
are concerned in the early inftruction of the rifing generation, 
an adequate idea of the author’s defign in its publication ; and 
as we think this performance well calculated to anfwer the pur- 
pofe intended, we prefent this fhort preface to the public. 


‘ The following pages are, with great diffidence, offered to 
the world by a lady, who, fenfible of their imperfeétions, fo- 
licits the indulgent perufal of parents and teachers,—Nothing 
could have induced her to appear in public, but the with to be 
ufeful to thofe dear children whom it has been her province to 
inftru&. 

‘ Being convinced, that the Scriptures ought ever to be the 
rule of our faith, and guide of our aétions, the author wifhed 
her pupils to become acqyainted with facred hiftory, and not 
finding any book of the kind that fuited her purpofe, fhe fe- 
leéted the foliowing flories ; which it is hoped will both amufe 
and inftru€&.—She bas made it her ftudy to bring the Janguage 
down to the confined underftanding of a child; and to contract 
the ftories within the bounds of an eafy leffon. 

_ © The writer of thefe pages thinks fome apology due to Mrs. 
Trimmer, for making ufe of her name in the title to.this pub- 
lication. The high opinion fhe entertains of Mrs. Trimmer’s 
Sacred Hiftory, made her with to put it into the hands of her 
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pupils; but finding it above the underftanding of very young 
children, fhe has, in this, attempted to form a Foot-ftep, to 
lead them to Mrs. Trimmer’s more improved work.’ 


Striffures on Ecclefiaftical Abufes. Addreffed to the Bifbops, Clergy, 
and People of Great Britains 3vo. 15. Dilly. 


This inflammatory declaimer has advanced upon his eight 
topics— Ordination—Non. Refidence--Prefenting to Livings— 
Bonds of Refignation—Pluralities—Parfonage- Houfes—Eccle- 
fiaftical Sinecures—and Indolence of the Clergy—all that com- 
mon-place invective, and nothing more, which is ufually in- 
{pired by an averfion to the payment of tythes, and that zealous 
{pirit of reformation, which the recovery of ecclefiaftical dues, 
on the part of fome fortunate incumbent, has not unfrequently 
produced. We will charitably hope this writer has been influ- 
enced by better motives. 

That evils exiftin the church, as they do, and mutt do, in all 
extenfive eftablifhments, cannot be denied; but the prefent 
obferver has undoubtedly viewed them through a multiplying 
medium, which, we are fomewhat inclined to believe, has been 
held up to his mind’s eye, by prejudice or paffion. 

A certain want of precifion and elegance in thefe Strictures, 
furnifh reafon to imagine the fubjeé& of them has been taken 
up by a perfon whofe education has not qualified him for very 
exact inveftigation ; which, on topics of this nature, cannot be 
too nice, nor fuccefsfully conduéted, without coolnefs and 
candour, 


Effay on the Rewards of Eternity. 4to. 1s. Johnfon. 
This difcourfe obtained the annual prize, inftituted by Mr. 
Norris, in the univerfity of Cambridge. As we meet in it with 
nothing uncommon, we cannot but fuppofe that the productions 
of the other candidates muft have been very deficient in merit. 


Sermons adapted to the Family and Clofet. By the late Rev. Fa 
Webb, 4s. in Boards. Buckland. 


We are informed, in a Preface to thefe Sermons, that the 
peculiar modefty of Mr. Webb prevented him from publifhing 
any thing curing his life. ”Tis pity that the judgment of the 
editor did not co-operate with the author’s difhdence, and fup- 
prefs the publication of thefe Sermons after his deceafe. 


The Duties of the Parochial Clergy of the Church of England con- 
fidered, in a Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of 

Bangor, in 1784. By Fobn, Lord Bifhop of Bangor. 4t0. 25. 

Davis. 

This is a fenfible, ufeful, and unaffeéted difcourfe, becom- 
ing thé character of the refpectable prelate who delivered it. 
In an Appendix to it are directions concerning the inftruments 
proper to be brought for obtaining orders, &<. 
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The Romp: a Mufical Entertainment, in Two Acts; altered from 


< Love in the City. 8vo. 15. Lowndes. 


The merits’of this mufical entertainment will not bear the 
examination of criticifm ; and nothing but the comic powers 
of Mrs. Jordan-could have procured it a repetition upon the 
fiage. 


a Co ys eS, 


The Gamefters. A Novel. In Three Vols. 12m0. 45. 6d. fewed. 
Baldwin. 


Though we trace our author in the footfeps of fome of 
her predeceffors, we muft ftill allow her confiderable merit. 
The chara¢ters are not lefs diftinguifhed by their bold and faith- 
ful ouflines, than by a warmth of colouring, and fpirited atti- 
tude. In fome refpects they are fuperior to their originals ; 
for they rife to a diftorted caricature, though fomewhat re 
moved from real life. ‘The language is animated and eafy ; 
frequently elegant: the pathos is well managed, and properly 
contrafted. We would not, however, be underftood too gene- 
rally : the ftory has faults in its conduct, and, in fome initances, 
improbability ; nor are its merits, even when perfpicuous, al- 
ways unalloyed; but, while we cannot be blind to its faults, 
we ought to praife its excellencies ; and when the latter are fo 
numerous they will, in’ the eye of every candid critic, leffen 
or obfcure the former. 


The Liberal American. A Novel. In a Serics of Letters. By a 
Lady. 2V¥ols. t2mo. 65. Lane. 


We often fufpect thefe profeffional ladies, when the title is 
not fupported by internal evidence. The only proof in the 
work before us, is the number of marriages. The author, 
like Mrs. Centlive, * fairly puts all chara¢ters to bed.’ As to 
the fentiments, language, and fituations, we can fay little in 
their favour. It is a dull, infipid narrative, related in unin- 
terefting letters. 


, @ Boek FY. 


Poems and Plays. By William Hayley, Efq. Small §vo. 6 Vols, 
1/, 16. Cadell. : 


Having already expreffed the high opinion we entertain of 
Mr. Hayley’s poetical genius, it is unneceflary for us to make 
any other obfervation on the prefent edition of his works, where 
the only new piece we meet with is an Ode to the Countefs 
de Genlis, in which the author compliments her, in an elegant 
firain, on the ingenuity and moral tendency of her writings. 

The 
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The India Guide ; or a Fournal of a Voyage to the Eaft Indies, in the 
Year 1780. dna Poetical Epifile to her Mother, by Mifs Emily 
Brittle. Small8vo. Printed at Calcutta. : , 


This work is dedicated to Mr. Anflie, of whofe ingenious 
Bath Guide it has been evidently intended as an imitation ; 
but, like moft of the productions founded in an attempt at fimi- 
litude, falls extremely fhort of the original. It confifts of fe- 
veral epiftles, written on board the Eaft-Indiaman, in which mifs 
Brittle failed from the Cape of Good Hope, and from Madras ; 
defcribing her difagreeable fituation at fea, the characters of 
the officers and paflengers, the manners of the Dutch at the 
Cape, with her reception at Madras, and the ftate of fociety 
in that quarter. In this Epiftie, fhe mut not be denied all 
pretenfions to merit; and the fcenes being exotic, are calcu- 
lated to afford entertaintainment by their novelty. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Hydrometrical Obfervations and Experiments in the Brewery. 800. 
2s. Robinfon. 


We are pleafed to fee that obfervations of this kind are wide- 
ly diffufed, and that fcience is extending her connection with 
arts ufually accounted practical. Thefe rules and experiments 
are clear and perfpicuous; perhaps more intelligible to the 
common brewers than the ‘ Statical Eftimates’ which we lately 
reviewed : at the fame time the authors do not eflentially differ. 

Our prefent author ufes, or at leaft feems to ufe, the com~ 
mon hydrometer: Mr. Richardfon employed one fomewhat dif- 
ferent. The alteration, in Mr. Baveritock’s opinion, is not 
advantageous, and may, by being frequently employed, be- 
come ineffetual. But this muft be decided by obfervation. 

Another variation in opinion occurs in the method of forme 
ing average and ftandard gravities. Mr. Richardfon makes his 
trials cn worts in the copper, and eftimates the quantity to be 
boiled away: Mr. Baverftock thinks this an ufelets labour, and 
prefers delaying the examination till the whole is put into the 
cooler. The latter is more eafy and certain, if we with 
only to know the actual ftrength; but the former appears to 
be neceflary, if we with to bring the wort to a given ftrength. 
Each method will probably have its peculiar advocates, and 
each will be employed according to the intention and defign of 
the brewer. On the whole, this work is written with clearnefs 
and precifion, and deferves commendation. 


Flora. Cantabrigienfi Supplementum, Audiore Richardo Relban, 
A. M. Collegii Regatis Capellano, 8vo. 15. Cadell. 


The labours of the induitrious are always rewarded. Our 


@othor has refumed. his tafk ; and added confiderably to his 
* ae Flora. 
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Flora. The additions are chiefy different {pecies of grafs, and 
fome {pecies of tne clafs of cryptogamia. We find the fame 
@higence and attention which we formerly commended: the 
additional references are to Bauhine and to Dickfon. We fin- 
cerely hope that the impediments which the author hints at 
will be removed ; and that he will be enabled to perfift in an 
office, for which he is well qualified. 


Elements of Englifo: being a new Method of teaching the whole 
Art of Reading, both with Regard to Pronunciation and Spelling. 
Part the Firft. By Thomas Sheridan, A. M. 12mo. 15. 
Dilly. | 
Mr. Sheridan’s abilities in this branch of {cience are fo well 

known, that to praife them would be equally fuperfluous and 

smpertinent. This litte work is clear, comprehenfive, and fa- 
tistactory. In fome inilances, as in his Diftionary, we fee traces 
of a provincial pronunciation; but this fubje& is fo fleeting 
and uncertain, that perhaps no one can properly criticife the 
pronunciation of another. In general, thofe whofe ears are 
accurate, and whofe companions are among the learned of 

higher rank, will agree in pronouncing many words; but a 

few will always remain, where a difference is not only obvious, 


but the various opinions on the fubjeéct will be Arenuoufly de- 
fended. 


‘ None go juft alike, but each believes his own.’ 


A high fenfe of the importance of his work (for every man 
thinks that work important in which he has been long engaged) 
has Jed Mr. Sheridan into fome ludiasous remarks. If the 
occur in the following fpecimen, we hope our readers will not 
confider it as chofen to leflen him in the public eltimation, 
fince few eftimate him more highly than ourfelves; but we 
have fubjoined it, as containing a good reafon for what many 
have thought a fanciful innovation. 

¢ Children ought not to be taught to found the confonants in 
the promifcuous manner in which they are found in the alpha- 
bet. The natural order is firft to begin with the labials, as 
thofe are the firft founds uttered by ali the children in all parts 
of the globe; on which account the words baba, papa, mama, 
are the names given to parents in almoft all languages. The 
seafon is, that the lips of the infant, being conftantly employed 
in the action of fucking, become flrong and ative fooner than 
the other organs of fpeech. ‘To thefe fucceed the dentals; and 
the next founds uttered by children are da and ta, or the fame 
founds doubled, as da-da, ta-ta; and this arifes from the 
tongue’s being conftantly exerciied about the gums, to alle- 
viate the pain while they are cutting their teeth. The Jaft-and 
hardeft founds are the palatines, which requiring that the 
tongue fhould be drawn back, an action to which. it had not 
been accuitomed, are the moft difficult to attain ; but by found 
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arg them frequently with the vowel before, as eg, ek, will 
foon be caught. Children fhould never be urged to pronounce 
any words containing letters whofe founds they had not frit 
mattered; for in that cafe, they either wholly omit thofe letters, 
or change them to others which they were able to prondunte 
before. Thus, for lady, they either fay, ady or dady; far 
coach, teach ; for go, do; and fo on. Now, from this method 
of permitting children to attempt all words alike, before they 
can pronounce all the letters contained in them, bad habits are 
often contracted, which are not eafily changed.’ 


An Introduction to Reading and Spelling. Written on a new Plan, 
and defigned as a@ Spelling Book for the Ufe of Schools. By the 
Rev. ‘J. Hewlett. 8vo. 15. Johnfon. 

If Mr. Hewlett purpofes only to teach children, he has done 
too much ; if he aims at inftructing foreigners, of correéting a 
provincial pronunciation, too little. ‘The child cannot learn 
every word in his elements; he fhould be taught a few, and, 
in the reft, initructed to teach himfelf. On the other hand, 
the great fault of the foreigner and the provincial is in tone, 
or rhythm, which no ruies can teach. Yet, on the whole, as 
this work is executed with care and attention, its redund- 
ance can be no great fault. A judicious mafter can omit what 
may be {uperfluous ; and the foreigner fhould not be difgufted at 
the preliminary obfervations, and fome of the grammatical di- 
ftinctions, fuitable only for children. We fhould not perhaps 
have expected that rhis little work was intended to have reached 
beyond the limits of the reading-fchool, if the author had not 
pointed out its numerous advantages. 


Fabulous Hijieries defigned for the Inftrudtion of Children, refpe2- 
dag their Treatment of Animals. By Mrs. Trimmer. 1200. 
2s. Od. Robinions. 


There is much good fenfe, and ufeful inflru&ion, in this little 
volume; but the vehicle is fo very childith, that we fear the 
author’s purpofe will be defeated. In this, however, we ma 
be miftaken; for to mean well, and to labour affiduoufly ia 
fupport of well-meant defigns, will deck even imperfeétions 
with fauch pleafing colours, that we fhaill often miftake them for 
excellencies. May this lady’s good intentions be rewarded 
with the fuitable improvement of her pupils. 


The Happy Family; or, Memoirs of Mr. and Mrs. Norton. In- 
tended to Jbew the delightful Effedts of Filial Obedience. Smail 
t2mo)=60O Gd. Ss Marfhaill. 

This little book is free from the imperfections which we 
lately pointed out in the * Village School,’ and the * Rotch- 
fords ;? but the fentences are too complicated, and the fenti- 
ment frequently obfcured by too many words. ‘There are few 
talks more difficult than to write proper books for children, and 
there are few more carelefsly and exceptionably executed. The 
moral 


— atid es 














































<< oe es 


aT2e. vate 


ee 


See ee ee epee 


Sa SO eee 
———— — 


a es - 


se oe 


ee eg 





2 


= 


See 


f 
i 


: 
th 


eS ee Sent 
Ba GaN A ——Ss = 

¢. SS Ses= Re Snes apa 

— a= ——— = 


eee 


cnt SE on ae pons < eS ne 


ne a 


eae = 


. es 





198 Montutry CaraLrocy®. 


moral in the work before us, is not lefs clear than falatary ; 
and the inftructions are perfcétly proper. 


Tour io Ermenonville. i2mo0. 2s. Becket. 


This pamphlet bears ftrong intrinfic marks of having been 
written as a catch-penny ; but it may, neverthelefs, afford fome 
entertainment to thofe readers who take pleafure in the moft 
trivial anecdotes relative to the celebrated Rouffeau, concerning 


which it is employed. | 
A Claffical Didtionary of the Vulgar Tongue. 8vo. 4s. Hooper. 


The materials of this extraordinary Lexicon could be col- 
leéted only from the mouths of the vulgar; and to the criti- 
cifm of fuch we mutt confign it. 


Pocket Kade Mecum through Monmouth/bire and Part of South 
Wales. \2mo. 13 6d. Bew. 


A dull, fuperficial itinerary, having neither defcription nor 
information to recommend it. 


The Trial of Ifaac Prefcot, Efg. 8vo, 2s. 6d. Lifter. 


This Trial was held in the Confiflory Court at the Do@ors 
Commons, and relates to fuch. barbarous treatment, received 
by a wife from her hufband, as is, perhaps, fcarcely to be ex- 
ceeded by any inftance in the annals of domettic life. This 
highly injured lady, it feems, is the daughter of the Rev. 
Mr. Walter, who was chaplain to the Centurion during the 
celebrated voyage of commodore Anfon. It would only wound 
the humanity of our readers, to recite the favage crueltv which 
is confirmed by the evidence in this Triai ; and we fhall, there- 
fore, conclude with a congratulation, that a fentence of divorce 
has put a period to fuch unmanly and execrable tyranny. 


4 Natural Method of teaching the French Language. By M. Maus 
bach. B8ve. 35. Hookham. 


Monf. Maubach, by his own acknowledgement, has not ftu- 
died to adapt himfelf to the capacity of children ; but, on the 
contrary, to rife above the common method of teachers, by 
rendering their inftructions a kind of introduction to the feci- 
ences. This plan is doubrlefs well intended ; but we much 
fear, that by adding to the difficuity of acquiring the language, 
it might retard the progrefs of the learner. 


The Surveyor’s Appointment and Guide. 4to. 6d. T. Payne. 


In. this little traét, the author has concifely tranflated, out 
of ftatute language, the duty of a furveyor of the highways. 
The production, we own, is not without its ufe; for of every 
{pecies of compofition, that of the legiflative authors, in this 
country, is the moft exceptionable, and even difgracefu], both 
in point of grammar and common fenfe 


An 
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An Authentic Account of Forgeries and Frauds of various Kinds 
committed by that moft confummate Adept in Deception, Charles 
Price, otherwife Patch, many Years a Lottery Office Kee per in 
London and Weftminfter. 8vo. 1s. Kearfley. | 


Thofe who have any curiofity for the account of a moft ac- 
complifhed impottor, may be gratified by this pamphlet, in which 
we doubt not the facts are genuine, though we cannot much ap- 
plaud the attempt that is made at an imitation of the humour of 
Fielding. The account is ornamented with a plate, exhibiting 
Price’s figure, both in his ufual drefs and his difguife. 

* He was about five feet fix inches high, and a compact neat- 
made man, rather fquare fhoulders, and fomewhat inclined to 
corpulency, his legs firm and well-fet; but, by nature, his fea- 
tures made him look much older than he really was, which was 
forty-five. His nofe was what we calla parrot’s nofe, his eyes 
{mall and grey ; his mouth ftood very much inwards, with very 
thin lips, his chin pointed and prominent, with a pale com- 
plexion: but what contributed as much as any thing to favour 
his difguife of fpeech, was his lofs of teeth. . He walked exceed. 
ingly upright, was very active and quick in his walk, and was, 
what we defcribe a man to be, when we call him a dapper-made 
man.’ 

This was his natural appearance ; but how different, in his dif- 

uife, will be feen from the following fhort extract: 


‘In Oétober, 1780, which was about the lottery time, 
Mr. Price put an advertifement into the paper, in which he re- 
quired a fervant who had been ufed to live with a fingle gen- 
tleman, and the dire¢tion was to C. C. Marlborough Coffee-houf?, 
Broad-frreet, Carnaby-market. An honeft young man, and who 
then lived with a mufical inftrument-maker in the Strand, whofe 
name, for very obvious reafons, we keep fecret, not being much 
wanted by his mafter, and having been defired by that mafter to 
look into the papers for a place, happened to read Mr. Price’s 
advertifement, and accordingly fent a letter to the Marlborough 
Coffee-houfe, as directed. He heard nothing further of this tor 
a week, when one evening, juft as it was dufk, a coach drove up 
to his mafter’s door, and the coachman enquired for the man 
who had anfwered the advertifement, at the fame time faying 
there was a gentleman over the way in a coach wanted to {peak 
with him. On this the young fellow was called, and went to 
the coach, where he was defired to flep in. There he faw an 
apparent old man, a foreigner, gouty, wrapped up with five or 
fix yards of flannel about his legs, a camblet furtout buttoned up 
ever his chin, ciofe to his mouth, a large patch over his left eye, 
and every part of his face fo hid, that the young fellow could 
not fee any part of it, but one eye, his nofe, and a {mall part of 
his cheek, To carry on the deception ftill better, Mr. Price 
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thought proper to place the man on his left fide; un which eye 
the patch was, fo that the old gentleman. could take an afkaunce 
Took at the young man with his right eye, and difeover then only 
a very {mall postion indeed of his tace.. .He appeared by this dii- 
guife to be between fixty and feventy years of age; and after- 
wards, when the man faw him ftanding, not much under fix feet 
high, owing to bocis or thoes, with heels very little lefs than 
four inches. Added to this deception, he was fo buttoned’ up 
and firaightened as to appear perfectly lank.’ 


The Life of that extraordinary Character, Mr. Charles Price ; 
avherein are minutely defcribed the various Artifices he made 
ufe of in circulating his Forgeries on the Banke 8v0. 15. 
Ridgeway. 

Another Narrative, in fome parts copied, in others abridged, 
from the fame materials, to gratify the public curiotity on this 
temporary fubject. This is confiderably lefs extenfive than the 
preceding ; and inttead of the twocontrafted figures, at full length, 
contains only a portrait of the unhappy man in the drels in 


which he ufually appeared abroad. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


WE acknowlege the receipt of the Old Planter’s Letter, and 
can Only add that our opinion on that work 1s eftablifhed by the 
decifions of the ableft judges. As wé have not the Philofophical 
Tranfa@tions at prefent near us, we cannot particularly refer to 
the paper. It is in French.and Englifh ; and that which we 
allude to, is tar t:om being fo partial in its object as our corre- 
fpondent reprefents: we recollect many parts of it very di- 


ftinctiy. 





HAVING, at the clofe of our account of Mr. Fell’s Anfwer 
to Mr: Farmer, menuoned the fimilarity which Mr. Fell endea- 
vours to prove between the ideas of Mr. Farmer and thofe of 
Mr. Hume ard lord Bolingbroke, on the tubject of Miracles, 
we expretied our hopes thac Mr. Farmer would favour the world 
with thofe exceptions which he wifhes to maintain im behalf of 
the miracles of holy writ. A correfportdent informs us that this 
is what Mr. Farmer had already done in the moft explicit and fa- 
tisfactory manner, in a paflige immediately following Mr. Fell’s 
laft quotation. See his Difertation on Miracles, p.77—80. 





A NOTE, apparently in the fame hand-writing, aflures us, that 
nothing was farther from the intention of the Editor of Dr. 
Johufon’s Lite of Dr. Watts, with Notes, &c. “¢ than to make 
the public believe the whole of the work to be Dr. Johnfon’s,” 
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